


Background Information: 
 
On September 20, 2025, the Chase River Community Association hosted the inaugural ‘Chase 
River Heritage Day’ at the Chase River Elementary Sports Field. The event was attended by over 
500 Nanaimo residents mainly from the Chase River, Cinnabar Valley, Southside and Harewood 
neighbourhoods and appreciated by all. 
 
This free-entry community event was filled with live entertainment, free activities for all ages, 
and a variety of informational displays. 
 
After the opening-blessing by Elder Deborah Good and welcome by Mike Parker, the live 
entertainment on centre stage was provided by: 

- Duo Woodstick 
- Presley Harris (solo) 
- Ukrainian Vesna Dancers and Choir 
- Comox Valley Combat Guild 

 
There were informative displays by: 

- Cinnabar Valley Farms: free flower planting for the children 
- Superior Farms: miniature goats and contribution of flowers 
- Heritage display about the history of Chase River including old tools, apple press, and 

equipment for butter making. 
- Nanaimo Historical Society 
- Mid-Island Hot Rods Association 
- Nanaimo and Area Land Trust: Harewood Plains 
- Community Policing  
- Nanaimo Search & Rescue 
- Nanaimo Fire Rescue: fire preventions and emergency preparedness 

 
Aside from a variety of 15 toss time games, we offered the following activities: 

-  3-legged races, sack hopping, egg races 
- a bouncy castle 
- climbing wall 
- dunk tank 
- axe throwing 
- nerf gun shooting gallery 
- high striker 
- mechanical bull 
- juggling lessons with a former acrobat 
- mingle magic 
- mechanical bull rides 
- apple peeling contest 
- apple pie contest 
- silent auction 



- 50/50 draw 
- meat draw 
- 6 food trucks 

 
Aside from the silent auction and draws, all these activities were free of charge to all who 
wanted to participate thanks to the generosity of the following sponsors: 

- Cinnabar Valley Farms 
- Seacliff Properties 
- Rotary of Nanaimo 
- Royal Canadian Legion #10 
- Loyal Order of the Moose 
- Mosaic 
- Newcastle Engineering 
- Country Grocer 
- Thrifty Foods 
- private anonymous sponsors 
- Mid-Island co-op 
- and numerous Southgate, downtown and out-of- town businesses who supported 

the silent auction and meat draw with gift certificates and in-kind donations. 
 
Funding Sources and Services to be Offered: 
 
The proceeds generated by the silent auction and draws will assist in financing the 2026 event 
which is planned to take place on September 12, 2026, at the Chase River Elementary School 
Field. 
 
For our second annual Heritage Day, we are planning to follow last year’s format and will host 
again a free-entry event. Funding permitting, we would like to extend the event for a second 
day and add a heritage walk through the Chase River neighbourhood followed by a community 
dinner and presentation. Starting February 1st, we will be seeking sponsorships and grants from 
various government levels, organizations, and businesses.  
 
Who would benefit from the service: 
 
The Chase River Heritage Days will benefit all residents of Nanaimo and the surrounding areas. 
It is a free, fun-filled, and memorable event with the goal of bringing our community together 
and welcome new residents while embracing our heritage and the history of our 
neighbourhood.  
 
Timeframe and Dates: 
 
Our application for a grant from the Canadian Heritage Fund will be filed before January 31 and 
it would assist the progress if we could forward a letter of support from the City of Nanaimo 
during the month of February. The letter itself is a requirement of the application process. 



 
Anticipated Outcomes: 
 
We hope to see the Heritage Days become an annual community event  
to which residents of all ages are looking forward to and that will help strengthen our 
community. 
 
Similar Programs: 
 
Although there is currently no event like it, the Lantzville Minetown Day and SECA’s Miner’s 
Picnic share a similar focus of fostering community spirit. 
 
Coordination with Other Entities: 
 
The Chase River Community Associations will apply for funding from Heritage BC and Islands 
Trust and will supply letters of support from last year’s event participants as needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









 

Government of Canada – Canadian Heritage 
15 Eddy Street 
Gatineau, QC 
J8X 4B3 
 
Regional office: 
300 West Georgia Street 
10th Floor, Suite 1020 
Vancouver, BC 
V6B 6B4 
 
 
Letter of Support 
Building Communities Through Arts and Heritage ‘Local Festivals’ 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 
I am writing on behalf of the City of Nanaimo to express our support for the grant application 
submitted by the Chase River Community Association for their annual Heritage Days. 
 
The City of Nanaimo recognizes the need for strong and resilient communities and believes that 
the ‘Chase River Heritage Days’ are a wonderful occasion for our community to come together, 
honour our rich heritage, and celebrate the spirit of unity and cooperation that defines our 
neighbourhoods. 
 
To support this initiative, the City of Nanaimo is committed to contribute a grant through the 
‘Community Program Development Fund’ which will be determined through the review process 
by the respective committee. 
We believe the Chase River Heritage Days will provide significant, lasting benefits to our 
residents. 
 
We strongly urge you to fund this worthwhile project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 




