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The 2024 PIiT Count was led by Snuneymuxw First Nation
with work grounded in teachings of interdependence

Count conducted entirely on Snuneymuxw territory with
Nation-led outreach teams and community partners

Commitment to culturally safe data and responses

This PiT count was unique in that we had Snuneymuxw
leadership who shaped every stage of the count, ensuring
voices often missed were heard



Total Enumeration - November 26t 2024

2024 Nanaimo PiT Count / “ENUMERATION” ‘ 621

Sheltered

Emergency and VAW
Shelters incl Seasonal,
hotel in lieu of shelter bed,
Transitional housing

154 40

Unsheltered
Sheltered

Hospitals, detox,
treatment facilities

Sleeping Rough on the
street, in parks,
encampments vehicles
or abandoned buildings;
Observed Homelessness

427

Location 2023 | 2024
Unsheltered: vacant building, makeshift shelter, tent, or shack, | 399 320
other unsheltered location unfit for human habitation, public
spaces, or avehicle, Encampments
Sheltered: (Transitional Shelter / Housing, Emergency Shelter, 26 117
Domestic Violence Against Women Shelter, Hotel Paid by City
Program)

Jail, Prison, Hospital 3 5
‘Hidden’ Homeless (e.g. Staying at someone else’s place) 21 30
Unsure 4 2
TOTAL 453 474

Even with the surge of new shelter and transitional beds that pulled 91 more people indoors than last year, nearly

7 in 10 respondents were still sleeping rough or in institutions, and the overall count kept rising

Eight-Year Surge: 174 — 621
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Rising Trends in Nanaimo Enumeration Counts (2016-2024)
Projected Growth Trend

Fall 2024

= Trend line shows counts rising
every cycle since 2016

= Growth resumed pre-pandemic
trajectory after 2020 plateau

Each year’s total becomes the new baseline minimum number of homelessness in Nanaimo.




Indigenous Homelessness

Proportion of Respondants Identifying as
Indigneous (2024)

Don't Know & No Answer
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Distinctions-based Indigenous Identity (2024)
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Indigenous, but
unknown ancestry

The chart shows how the aftershocks of colonization still push our people onto the streets. Indigenous residents

make up over a third of everyone counted, yet just 8% of the city’s population.

Age & Gender

Age Range

Age and Gender Distribution of People Experiencing Homelessness in Nanaimo (2024)

m Male m Female

75+ years 3 2
70-74 years 30
65-69 years 19 I
6064 years 27 N
5559 years g ——

sosevears 41 (N 13
4549 years 7 N 2

40-44 years 3 I 17
3539years 43 [ 20
30-34 years % I 23

"
1o I 15

25-29 years 21
19-24 years
0-18 years
50 25

1.1
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Middle-aged men dominate the street view, but elders and young people are quietly expanding risk groups.




Health, Mental Health & Substance Use

= 350 (74%) report addiction challenges

= 311 (66%) report mental-health
condition

= Qver half live with a chronic medical
condition

= Co-occurrence of multiple conditions
is the norm, not the exception

Health Challenges Reported by Survey Respondents (2024)

Senses, such as seeing or hearing I 150
Addiction NN 350
Mental health issue I 311
Acquired brain injury N 137
Learning disability or cognitive limitation N 133
Physical mobility NN 208
lliness or medical condition N 243
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Without Indigenous-led, culturally safe housing that embeds primary care, harm-reduction, and mental-

wellness supports, people will keep cycling between the sidewalk, the ER, and the morgue, and the
problems will only compound.

Why Housing Was Lost

= Financial gap: 207 residents (44 %) said
rising costs forced the move-out 250

= Household conflict: 246 evicted after 200
landlord, partner, or family disputes

= Abuse & violence: 45 fled unsafe homes;

Primary Reasons for Most Recent Housing Loss (2024)

201

144

116
almost half were Indigenous, when only |00 84 a0
35% of responses were Indigenous © " 52
= Discrimination: 54 lost housing through ; 23 = .
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= Untreated health: 115 exits tied to

m Indigenous Non-Indigenous

mental-health or substance-use crises

Housing is lost not through a single doorway but at the intersection of high rents, personal upheaval,

discrimination, and unmet health needs.




Foster Care & First Homelessness

Foster Care and Child Welfare History Among People Experiencing Homelessness
in Nanaimo (2024)

® Indigenous M Non-Indigenous

Yes, in Foster Care,

Group Home, or i 47
Independent Living
No, Never in Foster
Care, Group Home, or 82 224

Independent Living

118 people (24 %) had lived in
foster care/group homes

Among them, 60% are Indigenous
31% became homeless before age
25

Early-age chart shows steady
pipeline from youth systems to
street (p. 32)

Preventing youth exits to
homelessness is critical, especially
for Indigenous youth

The child-welfare-to-homelessness pipeline is alive; stopping it could flatten future counts.

Chronicity: Months & Years Without Home

Duration of Homelessness in the
Past Year (2024)

6-12months | ::'| | Don't know / Decline to . 2

Answer or Blank
1-6 months [l 45

Less than 1 month | 8

Don‘tknow / Decline / Blank [l| 29
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Duration of Homelessness in the
Past 3 years (2024)

Hattor more NN
Less than half - 134

How Long Have You Lived in
Nanaimo? (2024)

Alwaysbeen here G 152
Syears+ NN 147
1-5Years N 66

Lessthan 1 year M 35

Don't know / Decline to
answer

300 400 0 50 100 150 200

I 109

= |ong durations compound physical decline and service costs
= Chronicity stable since 2023, showing little movement out of homelessness



Which Services Reach People - And Which Don’t

Services Accessed by Respondents in the Past 12 Months (2024)

Food Services (Food Banks, Soup Kitchens, etc.)
Emergency Room Visit

Safe Consumption Site (OPS, SCS)
Housing Services

Hospital Stay (Non-Emergency)
Mental Health Services

Health Clinic (Non-Emergency)
Ambulance Services

Other Addiction Services
Employment/Financial Services
Cultural Supports

Legal Services

Dental Clinic/Dentist
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Strength in Collaboration

= Survival first: food banks & soup kitchens
showed the most accessed services

= Emergency care: 297 ER trips vs 167
clinic visits;

= Harm-reduction over treatment: safe-
consumption sites drew 253 uses which is
over double other addiction programs

= Housing help under-reaches: only 227
people connected to housing services

= Rights-based supports absent: cultural
(72) and legal (70) services barely show,
underscoring the need for more
accessible, culturally safe treatment
options

= The total PiT Count grew to 621 people, up 20 percent from 2023 and roughly 2.5

times the 2016 figure

= 35 percent of those counted are Indigenous, though Indigenous residents make up

a much smaller (~8%) of Nanaimo’s population

= Homelessness is tied to severe health needs: three-quarters report addiction
challenges and two-thirds report mental-health conditions, driving heavy ER use

= The main drivers remain structural and local: rent inflation, household conflict,
discrimination, and service gaps; most people counted have lived in Nanaimo for

years
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