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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN RATIONALE
2230 Boxwood Road, Nanaimo, BC
Project: #23072

Project Overview

The proposed development is a Nanaimo gateway, designed to establish a 
striking and welcoming entrance to the neighborhood. The project consists of 
two six-storey wood-frame strata apartment buildings, offering a total of 211
residential units, including a row of 7 three-level townhouses. The development 
integrates a range of unit types, from studio apartments to three-bedroom family 
homes, catering to diverse housing needs. The architectural language of the 
project is modern and minimalist, employing a palette of black and white 
complemented by wood-like siding accents. The project is intended to be 
constructed in two phases, with Phase One being the westerly building.

Site Context and Gateway Concept

Situated at the intersection of Boxwood Road and Northfield Road, the site 
serves as a pivotal point of entry into the neighborhood. The design emphasizes 
its role as a gateway through careful massing, material selection, and the 
incorporation of public spaces. The two apartment buildings anchor the site with 
their verticality, while the townhouses provide a human-scaled transition to 
adjacent residential zones. The public plazas at the northwest and southwest 
corners enhance the gateway experience, creating welcoming and accessible 
spaces that invite community interaction.

Site Layout and Circulation

The site layout is designed to balance accessibility, functionality, and 
aesthetics. Key features include:

Public Plazas: Two public plaza zones are strategically positioned at 
prominent corners of the site. The northwest plaza creates a focal point 
for pedestrians, while the southwest plaza at the intersection of Boxwood 
Road and Northfield Road acts as a community gathering space, 
reinforcing the gateway identity.
Connectivity: A new north-south connector road links Northfield Road to 
the Boxwood connector, facilitating seamless vehicular and pedestrian 
movement. All vehicular access to the site is directed to this new road, 
minimizing traffic impacts on surrounding streets.
Parking Solutions: The majority of parking is provided in a below-grade 
one-storey parkade, optimizing land use and maintaining the site’s visual 
appeal. Surface parking is minimized, and each townhouse is equipped 
with its own garage and driveway.

Architectural Design

The architectural expression of the project is contemporary and cohesive, 
employing clean lines, simple forms, and a refined material palette.
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Material Palette: The primary materials are charcoal metal siding and 
white panel and reveal system, creating a modern and timeless aesthetic. 
Wood-like siding accents introduce warmth and texture, enhancing visual 
interest and grounding the design within the natural context of Nanaimo.
Building Form and Massing: The six-storey apartment buildings are 
designed with stepped massing and articulated facades to reduce visual 
bulk and create a dynamic streetscape. The townhouses, with their lower 
height and individualized entrances, provide a complementary contrast 
that enhances the human scale of the development.
Sustainability: The wood-frame construction leverages renewable 
materials, aligning with sustainable building practices. The layout 
maximizes natural light and ventilation, reducing energy consumption and 
enhancing resident comfort.

Community Integration

The project fosters community integration through:

Diverse Housing Options: Offering a mix of unit sizes accommodates a 
broad demographic, including singles, couples, and families.
Active Public Spaces: The plazas and landscaped areas encourage 
social interaction and provide outdoor amenities for residents and visitors.
Pedestrian-Friendly Design: Walkways, bike paths, and landscaped 
buffers enhance the pedestrian experience and promote alternative 
modes of transportation.

Conclusion

This gateway development in Nanaimo sets a benchmark for modern, 
community-oriented design. It harmoniously integrates residential and public 
spaces, prioritizes sustainable practices, and creates a welcoming entry point 
that reflects the character and aspirations of the neighborhood. The careful 
consideration of context, materials, and functionality ensures that the project will 
serve as a vibrant and enduring addition to the area.
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GENERAL NOTES
1.

2.

3.

THE LANDSCAPING CHARACTER AREA FOR THE SITE IS: NORTH NANAIMO

REFER TO PLANS PREPARED BY WA ARCHITECTS FOR SITE PLAN LAYOUT, PROPOSED FINISHED
FLOOR ELEVATIONS AND OTHER ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION.

REFER TO CIVIL PLANS AND REPORT PREPARED BY APLIN MARTIN FOR ALL SITE SERVICING,
GRADING, SITE DRAINAGE AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT INFORMATION.

MINIMUM LANDSCAPE TREATMENT LEVEL SUMMARY
1. TREE SUMMARY:

LOCATION LEVEL LENGTH (m) REQUIRED PROPOSED

FRONT YARD: 1c - 3.0m 9 1 2

1d - 1.8m 68 11 11

SIDE YARD (NORTH): 2a - 6.0m 16 1 4

2b - 4.5m 15 2 3

2c - 3.0m 14 1 0

2d - 1.8m 7 1 0

SIDE YARD (SOUTH) 2a - 6.0m 13 1 2

2c - 3.0m 39 4 4

REAR YARD: 2b - 4.5m 15 2 0

2d - 1.8m 83 14 12

TOTAL 38 38

52% (35 of 67) OF THE PROPOSED TREE SPECIES ARE EVERGREEN SPECIES.2.

TREE REPLACEMENT SUMMARY
1. REFER TO TREE MANAGEMENT PLAN PREPARED BY OTHERS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

REPLACEMENT TREES REQUIRED FOR REMOVAL OF SIGNIFICANT TREES: 234

REPLACEMENT TREES PROVIDED: 67

2.

3.

LAYOUT LEGEND
ABBREVIATIONS DESCRIPTION

EXISTING

TYPICAL

PROPERTY LINE

PLANTING AREA

(E)

TYP.

PA

PL

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION

PROPERTY LINE

SITE FURNITURE:
MANUFACTURER: WISHBONE SITE FURNISHINGS (PH: 866-626-0476)

BENCH
STYLE: LARSON BENCH
MODEL: LBNA-5
FRAME COLOUR: VICTOR RIDGE II
SLAT COLOUR: SAND

2-STALL BIKE RACK
STYLE: SURF BIKE RACK
MODEL: SFBRP-3
COLOUR: VICTOR RIDGE II

PICNIC TABLE
STYLE: LARSON ACCESSIBLE PICNIC TABLE
MODEL: LPTWC-866
FRAME COLOUR: VICTOR RIDGE II
SLAT COLOUR: SAND

WASTE RECEPTACLE
STYLE: PIPELINE WASTE RECEPTACLE
MODEL: PLTR-27
FRAME COLOUR: VICTOR RIDGE II
SLAT COLOUR: BLACK

BOLLARD LIGHT
DISTRIBUTOR: SIGNIFY (800-555-0050)
MAKE; HADCO
STYLE: LANDSCAPE BOLLARD
MODEL: DB30 (OR EQUAL)
COLOUR: BRONZE

DARK SKY COMPLIANT LED PARKING LOT LIGHT (FULL CUT-OFF, FLAT LENS)
DISTRIBUTOR: SIGNIFY (800-555-0050)
MAKE: HADCO
STYLE: URBAN PIMA PENDANT
MODEL: CXF6C
COLOUR: BRONZE

ALL SITE LIGHTING LOCATIONS, MAKES, MODELS, QUANTITIES AND PHOTOMETRIC
ANALYSIS SHALL BE BY THE PROJECT ELECTRICAL ENGINEER AT BUILDING PERMIT
STAGE OF DESIGN.
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CONCRETE PLANTER CURB, TYP.

BOLLARD LIGHT, TYP.
REFER TO LAYOUT LEGEND

WASTE RECEPTACLE
REFER TO LAYOUT LEGEND

BUILDING A
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REFER TO LAYOUT LEGEND

BROOM FINISH CONCRETE PAVING
WITH 1M SQ. SCORE PATTERN

3
.0

3
.0

 S
Q

.

2.0

1.0

2
.0

2.0

COLOURED CONCRETE PAD, TYP.
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PICNIC TABLE
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450mm CONCRETE PLANTER
OVER SLAB, TYP. OF (5)

BOLLARD LIGHT, TYP.
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WITH 1M SQ. SCORE PATTERN
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THIS DRAWING IS NOT FINAL AND SHALL NOT BE USED
FOR CONSTRUCTION WORK UNTIL IT HAS BEEN

STAMPED AND SIGNED BY THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

THE COPYRIGHTS TO ALL DESIGNS AND DRAWINGS ARE THE PROPERTY
OF MACDONALD GRAY CONSULTANTS. REPRODUCTION OR USE FOR ANY

PURPOSE OTHER THAN THAT AUTHORIZED BY MACDONALD GRAY
CONSULTANTS IS FORBIDDEN
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PLANT LEGEND
BOTANICAL /

COMMON NAMESYMBOL SIZE SPACING QTY.

TREES

ACER FREEMANII 'ARMSTRONG'
ARMSTRONG MAPLE

FRAXINUS AMERICANA 'AUTUMN APPLAUSE'
AUTUMN APPLAUSE WHITE ASH

LIQUIDAMBAR 'SLENDER SILHOUETTE
SLENDER SILHOUETTE SWEEETGUM

MAGNOLIA GRANDIFLORA 'VICTORIA'
VICTORIA SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA

PICEA OMORIKA 'BRUNS'
BRUNS SERBIAN SPRUCE

PINUS FLEXISLIS 'VANDERWOLF'S PYRAMID'
LIMBER PINE

PYRUS CALLERYANA 'REDSPIRE'
REDSPIRE CALLERY PEAR

GROUNDCOVER, VINES & PERENNIALS

ARCTOSTAPHYLOS UVA-URSI
KINNIKINNICK

CALAMAGROSTIS X ACUTIFLORA 'KARL
FOERSTER'

FEATHER REED GRASS

MAHONIA NERVOSA
DULL OREGON GRAPE

MISCANTHUS SINENSIS 'GRAZIELLA'
GRAZIELLA MAIDEN GRASS

LAWN
CANADA NO. 1

#20 POT

6cm CAL.

6cm CAL.

#25 POT

2.5m

2.5m

6cm CAL.

SEE PLAN

6.0m O.C.

6.0m O.C.

SEE PLAN

6.0m O.C.
SEE PLAN

6.0m O.C.
SEE PLAN

6.0m O.C.

NOTES

#1 POT

#2 POT

#1 POT

#1 POT

SOD

0.9m O.C.

0.9m O.C.

0.6m O.C.

0.9m O.C.

SEE PLAN

245

113

84

42

580m2

SHRUBS

ACER CIRCINATUM
VINE MAPLE

ARBUTUS UNEDO
STRAWBERRY TREE

CEANOTHUS THYRSIFLORUS 'VICTORIA'
VICTORIA CALIFORNIA LILAC

GAULTHERIA SHALLON
SALAL

ILEX CRENATA 'CONVEXA'
JAPANESE HOLLY

LONICERA NITIDA 'MAYGREEN'
MAYGREEN BOX HONEYSUCKLE

MAHONIA AQUIFOLIUM
OREGON GRAPE

PICEA ABIES 'OHLENDORFII'
OHLENDORF SPRUCE

POLYSTICHUM MUNITUM
SWORD FERN

POTENTILLA FRUITICOSA 'MANGO TANGO'
MANGO TANGO SHRUBBY CINQUFOIL

RIBES SANGUINEUM
RED FLOWERING CURRANT

ROSA NUTKANA
NOOTKA ROSE

TAXUS X MEDIA 'H.M. EDDIE'
H.M. EDDIE YEW

VIBURNUM TINUS 'SPRING BOUQUET'
SPRING BOUQUET LAURUSTINUS

#7 POT

#7 POT

#3 POT

#2 POT

#2 POT

#1 POT

#2 POT

#7 POT

#2 POT

#1 POT

#2 POT

#2 POT

#2 POT

#3 POT

SEE PLAN

SEE PLAN

1.5m O.C.

1.0m O.C.

1.0m O.C.

1.0m O.C.

1.0m O.C.

SEE PLAN

1.0m O.C.

0.6m O.C.

1.5m O.C.

1.0m O.C.

0.9m O.C.

0.9m O.C.

NATIVE SPECIES

EVERGREEN,
SOUTH PLAZA

DROUGHT TOLERANT

NATIVE SPECIES

HEDGE

DROUGHT TOLERANT

NATIVE SPECIES

CONIFEROUS,
SOUTH PLAZA

NATIVE SPECIES

NATIVE CULTIVAR

NATIVE SPECIES

NATIVE SPECIES

HEDGE

HEDGE

DROUGHT TOLERANT

DROUGHT TOLERANT

COLUMNAR

EVERGREEN, NORTH PLAZA

CONIFER, DROUGHT
TOLERANT

CONIFER, NATIVE
CULTIVAR

DROUGHT TOLERANT

NATIVE SPECIES

NATIVE SPECIES
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PLANTING NOTES

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

ALL LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE SHALL MEET OR EXCEED THE MOST RECENT STANDARDS SET
OUT BY THE CANADIAN NURSERY LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION (CNLA) / CANADIAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS (CSLA) CANADIAN LANDSCAPE STANDARD.

GROWING MEDIUM SHALL MEET OR EXCEED THE PROPERTIES OUTLINED THE CANADIAN LANDSCAPE STANDARD PER
SECTION 6 GROWING MEDIUM, TABLE T-6.3.5.2. PROPERTIES FOR GROWING MEDIA:

LEVEL 2 "GROOMED" - 2P.
GROWING MEDIUM DEPTHS: LAWN - 100mm

SHRUBS - 450mm
TREES - 600mm BELOW AND AROUND ROOTBALL

MULCH SHALL BE BARK MULCH PER SECTION 10 MULCHING OF THE CANADIAN LANDSCAPE STANDARD. MULCH
DEPTH  SHALL BE 75mm MINIMUM OVER ALL  TREE, SHRUB AND GROUNDCOVER PLANTING AREAS.

PLANT MATERIAL QUALITY, TRANSPORT AND HANDLING SHALL COMPLY WITH CNLA STANDARDS FOR NURSERY
STOCK.

ALL TREE, SHRUB, GROUNDCOVER AND LAWN AREAS SHALL BE WATERED VIA AN UNDERGROUND AUTOMATIC
IRRIGATION SYSTEM UTILIZING 'SMART' (ET/ WEATHER-BASED) IRRIGATION CONTROL. IRRIGATION EMISSION DEVICES
SHALL BE HIGH EFFICIENCY LOW VOLUME ROTARY NOZZLES OR DRIP IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT.

PLANT QUANTITIES ARE FOR INFORMATION ONLY. IN CASE OF ANY DISCREPANCY THE PLAN SHALL GOVERN.

ALL PLANT MATERIAL SHALL MATCH TYPE AND SPECIES AS INDICATED ON THE PLANTING LEGEND. CONTACT THE
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT FOR APPROVAL OF ANY SUBSTITUTIONS. NO SUBSTITUTIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT
PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.

CHECK FOR LOCATIONS OF WATER LINES AND OTHER UNDERGROUND SERVICES PRIOR TO DIGGING TREE PITS.
EXCAVATED PLANT PITS SHALL HAVE POSITIVE DRAINAGE. PLANT PITS WHEN FULLY FLOODED WITH WATER SHALL
DRAIN WITHIN ONE HOUR AFTER FILLING.

NO PLANTS REQUIRING PRUNING OF MAJOR BRANCHES DUE TO DISEASE, DAMAGE OR POOR FORM WILL BE
ACCEPTED.

BF

IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT LEGEND
SYMBOL

TBD

PER MECHANICAL

MODEL DESCRIPTION

WI-FI AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION CONTROLLER IN
MECHANICAL ROOM

50mm (2") DOUBLE CHECK BACKFLOW PREVENTER
AND WATER SUPPLY IN MECHANCIAL ROOM.

50mm (2") PVC MAINLINE

PVC SLEEVES UNDER ALL PAVING AND THROUGH
WALLS MIN., TYP (EXACT LOCATION TBD):
MAINLINE & CONTROL WIRE: 150mm (6")
LATERALS: 100mm (4")
BURIAL DEPTH TO MATCH DEPTH OF CARRIED PIPE.

TBD

PER MECHANICAL

SCHEDULE 40

SCHEDULE 40

MANUFACTURER

C

IRRIGATION NOTES
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM SHALL BE DESIGN-BUILD BY THE OWNER.

IRRIGATION SYSTEM INSTALLATION SHALL MEET OR EXCEED THE THE REQUIREMENTS SET OUT IN THE MOST
CURRENT VERSION OF THE CANADIAN NURSERY LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION (CNLA) / CANADIAN SOCIETY OF
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS (CSLA) CANADIAN LANDSCAPE STANDARD.

ALL PROPOSED ON-SITE PLANTING AND LAWN AREAS SHALL BE WATERED VIA AN UNDERGROUND, AUTOMATIC
IRRIGATION SYSTEM UTILIZING A 'SMART' (ET/ WEATHER-BASED) IRRIGATION CONTROLLER.

IRRIGATION EMISSION DEVICES SHALL BE LOW VOLUME ROTARY NOZZLES OR MICRO/ DRIP EQUIPMENT.

THE CONTRACTOR SHALL ADJUST THE PLACEMENT AND RADIUS OF SPRINKLERS AS REQUIRED BY FIELD
CONDITIONS TO ACHIEVE FULL COVERAGE OF ALL PLANTED AREAS AND TO MINIMIZE OVER-SPRAY ONTO
ADJACENT HARD SURFACES, FENCES AND PROPERTY LINES.

ALL PIPING UNDER PAVING SHALL BE INSTALLED IN SEPARATE SCHEDULE 40 SLEEVES AT A MINIMUM DEPTH OF
600mm WITH 150mm OF SAND BACKFILL ABOVE AND BELOW PIPE. ALL WIRING UNDER PAVING SHALL BE
INSTALLED IN SEPARATE SCHEDULE 40 PVC CONDUIT. ALL SLEEVES AND CONDUIT SHALL BE INSTALLED PRIOR
TO PAVEMENT INSTALLATION AND SHALL EXTEND150mm BEYOND EDGE OF PAVEMENT OR CURB. BACKFILL
FOR SLEEVES SHALL BE COMPACTED TO THE SPECIFIED DENSITY FOR THE SUBGRADE.

OPERATE IRRIGATION CONTROLLER WITHIN THE CITY OF NANAIMO WATER RESTRICTION SCHEDULE.

Northwest Plaza Englargement
1:100metric

Southwest Plaza Englargement
1:100metric
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