
Category 2: Retention and Restoration of Natural Features (8 points required)
Amenity Points

A The subject property includes a Terrestrial Environmentally Sensitive 
Area (ESA), as designated by the City Plan “Schedule 6 – DPA1 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas” and includes at least a 15m natural 
area buffer around the ESA.

2

B The property includes the retention of natural vegetation, trees, shrubs, 
and under storey for a contiguous area that is equal to or greater than 
15% of the property area, exclusive of the required watercourse leavestrip 
or environmentally sensitive area buffer. 

3

C The proposed development includes at least 50% retention of natural 
soils.

1

D The subject property includes at least one significant tree and the 
proposed development will not result in the loss of any trees included on 
the list of significant trees within the City of Nanaimo’s Management and 
Protection of Trees Bylaw. 

2

E The proposed development includes street trees. 1
F After re-planting, the proposed development does not result in a net loss 

of trees with a caliper greater than 6cm.
1

G Post development, the total amount of trees on the property, or adjacent 
road right-of-way or public space is at least 20% more than the number of 
trees on the property before development.

2

H Restore a minimum of 50% of the site area (excluding the building 
footprint) by maintaining pervious surfaces.

3

I The development includes permanent educational signage or display(s) 
regarding the protected or planted plants, trees, animal habitat or other 
natural features on the site.

1

Total 16
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Category 5: Energy Management (11 points required)
Amenity Points

A The proposed development meets at least the requirements of Step 2 of 
the BC Energy Step Code and exceeds the requirement specified in the 
Building Bylaw by one step.*

10*

B The proposed development meets at least the requirements of Step 3 of 
the BC Energy Step Code and exceeds the requirement specified in the 
Building Bylaw by two steps.*

15*

C The proposed development is considered a Part 3 within the British 
Columbia Building Code (BCBC) and the building meets the minimum 
requirements of Step 4 (Net Zero Ready) within the BC Energy Step 
Code;  or
The proposed development is considered a Part 9 within the British 
Columbia Building Code (BCBC) and the building meets the minimum 
requirements of Step 4 or 5 within the BC Energy Step Code.*

30*

D The development includes permanent education signage or display(s) 
regarding sustainable energy management practices used onsite.

1

Total 31
* Points will be awarded for only one of A, B, or C.

Category 6: Water Management (8 points required)
Amenity Points

A At least 50% of the property is covered with a permeable surface area 
which may include a green roof.

2

B The proposed buildings on the property include plumbing features which 
will use 35% less water than the BC Building Code standard.

2

C A green roof is installed to a minimum 30% of the roof area. 3
D A living wall is installed to cover at least 10% of the total available wall 

area for the proposed project.
2

E A non-potable irrigation system is installed and used for all on-site 
irrigation.

3

F A water efficient irrigation system (such as drip) is installed. 1
G The proposed development includes a rain garden, cistern, bioswale or 

storm water retention pond on the property. 
2

H The development site includes permanent educational signage or a 
display(s) regarding sustainable water management practices used on 
site.

1

Total 16
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