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After dark on 17 October 1951, in fog and driving rain, all 23 people on

board a converted RCAF Canso A bomber were killed when it smashed into

the north face of Mount Benson (Te’tuxwtun), eight kilometres west of

Nanaimo. In addition to the flight crew, the aircraft was carrying

construction workers from the Aluminum Company of Canada (ALCAN)

hydro dam and smelter project in Kitimat to their homes in and near

Vancouver. Remains and personal effects, including union membership

applications, were scattered around the wreckage. The remains of 12 victims

are interred in a mass grave on this spot. At the time, it was the worst aviation

disaster in B.C. history and the second worst in Canadian history.
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