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architect inc.alan lowe  
 
15 Sep 2023 
 
City of Nanaimo 
455 Wallace Street 
Nanaimo, British Columbia 
V9R 5J6 
 
Re: Development Permit Application – 3612 & 3690 Island Highway N – Nissan Dealership 
 
We are pleased to provide this letter to support the development permit application for 3612 & 
3690 Island Highway N and provide the following written responses to the Design Advisory Panel 
recommendation letter dated 2023-Jul-24. 
 
Recommendation #1: The proposed building cannot be pushed to the corner of 107th and the 
Island Highway due to the current business operation reasons of the owner. If the building is to be 
moved to the corner of Island Highway N and 107th Street the owner’s current dealership business 
on this site would have to be demolished before the new building is built and this means a lot of 
revenue loss which the owner cannot afford. The majority of a car dealership business is through 
the service shop and during the construction period, this shop needs to be in operation. 
 
Recommendation #2: Please refer to the revised landscape plan attached addressing this. 
 
Recommendation #3: Please refer to the revised Arch. site plan (A1.2) attached. A pedestrian 
connection (walkway) has been added to connect the front apron of the building to the existing 
sidewalk along 107th Street.  More landscaping is also added along this added walkway. 
 
Recommendation #4: Please refer to the revised landscape plan attached addressing this. 
 
Recommendation #5: The owner has decided that a roof deck is not feasible for this project. 
 
Recommendation #6: Please refer to the revised Arch. site plan (A1.2) attached. A large area of 
the previously proposed asphalt pavement is replaced with broom-finished concrete to reduce the 
amount of heat islands.  We feel this will help to reduce the size of the asphalt parking area. 
 
Recommendation #7: Please refer to the revised #1-A3.0 sheet attached. An address sign is 
added above the main entrance door facing the Island Highway N. 
 
Recommendation #8: The owner feels that solar panels are not feasible at this time but will look 
at installing solar panels in the future. 
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Recommendation #9: Please refer to the revised landscape plan attached addressing this. 
 
Recommendation #10: The proposed garbage enclosure is 6ft high and cladded in horizonal 
corrugated metal a material which is used in the proposed building cladding.  
 
Recommendation #11: This item will be dealt with during the Building Permit phase. 
 
Recommendation #12: Please refer to the revised A2.1 sheet attached. The Tech washroom has 
been made larger with some lockers added in the Tech washroom. 
 
 
We trust that this application meets the intent of the development permit guidelines and that this 
project can receive your support.  Should you have any questions, please contact us at 250-360-
2888 or 250-588-1883. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Alan Lowe, Architect AIBC 
Alan Lowe Architect Inc. 
 
 
cc. Patrick Brandreth, IWCD 

2023-09-15
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