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January 17, 2023 
 
City of Nanaimo – City Hall 
Development Services 
455 Wallace Street 
Nanaimo, BC V9R 5J6 
 
 
Attn: Planning  
 
PROJECT SUMMARY – THRIFTY FOODS LONGWOOD 
 
On behalf of our client Sobeys Inc., we outline below our rationale in support of our 
application for the renovation of the Thrifty Foods Store located at 5801 Turner Road, 
Nanaimo, B.C. in the City Commercial Centre District CC3. 
 
The proposed development consists of an exterior update to the existing Thrifty Foods 
building at 5801 Turner Road. The current building was last updated during a remodel 
of an existing pharmacy department in 2008. 
 
Having reviewed the applicable general development permit area design guidelines, 
we acknowledge the typical pitched roofs of adjacent buildings and the surrounding 
area. However, retail has moved into a contemporary esthetic era, where the 
storefront establishes customer expectations and how they learn the brand. This is 
very important for the food store. 
 
The proposed exterior modifications bring the building up to the current brand 
standards of Thrifty Foods and include a mix of high-quality contemporary exterior 
finishes and colours. The majority of the existing exterior wall finishes (exposed 
masonry brick, concrete, stucco and EIFS) that runs the perimeter of the building is to 
be pressure washed and re-painted with modern colours. This is to bring together the 
whole West Coast colour palette and to integrate the existing building with the new 
façade treatment. The existing center gable feature at the front elevation is to be re-
constructed using Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS) as well as clad in 
anodized aluminum storefront with spandrel glazing creating a glass box feature. The 
existing sloped roof structures adjacent to the existing center gable feature and over 
the two existing entrances are to be re-constructed as flat roof structure using Exterior 
Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS). Exterior grade cedar will also be used as 
structural supports and to create an accent feature that complements the 
contemporary new look and the remaining existing building structure. The choice of 
these durable materials will ensure the building maintains it’s clean appearance for 
years to come with little maintenance. 
 
The new building signage are designed in accordance with the Sign Bylaw and are 
limited in size as not to distract from the design intent. The new Thrifty Foods sign is 
to be relocated to the west side of the front elevation to direct customer to the store 
entrance. Both the new Thrifty Button signage and the Pharmacy signage are 
integrated under the revised roof line of the center glass box feature to increase brand 
awareness and to inform the community of its services and products. Signage areas 
are shown on the exterior elevations for reference and sign details will be provided 
under separate sign permit. 
 
All existing site conditions including on-site parking and landscaping will remain as is. 
Existing cart corrals will be replaced with new covered corrals in their current 
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locations. The existing building entrances are currently accessible with accessible 
parking nearby. 
 
This building’s exterior update has been thoughtfully designed creating a high impact 
presence at the current community area. We feel it will be a great addition to the 
rapidly growing neighborhood of City of Nanaimo.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Barry Weih – Principal 
Architect AIBC, AAA, SAA, LEED® AP, B.Arch., BA
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PLANTED SIZE / REMARKSCOMMON NAMEBOTANICAL NAME
TREE SCHEDULE

KEY QTY
7 ACER CIRCINATUM VINE MAPLE EXISTING
3 ACER PALMATUM ATROPURPUREUM RED JAPANESE MAPLE EXISTING

41 ACER RUBRUM RED MAPLE EXISTING
1 MAGNOLIA GRANDIFLORA SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA (EVERGREEN) EXISTING
4 MISSING TREE
4 PICEA OMORIKA SERBIAN SPRUCE EXISTING
7 PRUNUS SERRULATA FLOWERING CHERRY EXISITNG
6 PSEUDOTSUGA MENZIESII DOUGLAS FIR EXISTING
1 THUJA PLICATA WESTERN RED CEDAR EXISTING

NOTES:  * PLANT SIZES IN THIS LIST ARE SPECIFIED ACCORDING TO THE BC LANDSCAPE STANDARD AND CANADIAN LANDSCAPE STANDARD, LATEST EDITION.  CONTAINER SIZES
SPECIFIED AS PER CNLA STANDARD.  BOTH PLANT SIZE AND CONTAINER SIZE ARE THE MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE SIZES.  * REFER TO SPECIFICATIONS FOR DEFINED CONTAINER
MEASUREMENTS AND OTHER PLANT MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS.  * SEARCH AND REVIEW: MAKE PLANT MATERIAL AVAILABLE FOR OPTIONAL REVIEW BY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AT
SOURCE OF SUPPLY.  AREA OF SEARCH TO INCLUDE LOWER MAINLAND AND FRASER VALLEY. * SUBSTITUTIONS: OBTAIN WRITTEN APPROVAL FROM THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
PRIOR TO MAKING ANY SUBSTITUTIONS  TO THE SPECIFIED MATERIAL. UNAPPROVED SUBSTITUTIONS WILL BE REJECTED.  ALLOW A MINIMUM OF FIVE DAYS PRIOR TO DELIVERY
FOR REQUEST TO SUBSTITUTE.  SUBSTITUTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO BC LANDSCAPE STANDARD AND CANADIAN LANDSCAPE STANDARD - DEFINITION OF CONDITIONS OF
AVAILABILITY. * ALL LANDSCAPE MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP MUST MEET OR EXCEED BC LANDSCAPE STANDARD AND CANADIAN LANDSCAPE STANDARD LATEST EDITION. * ALL
PLANT MATERIAL MUST BE PROVIDED FROM CERTIFIED DISEASE FREE NURSERY. * BIO-SOLIDS NOT PERMITTED IN GROWING MEDIUM UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT.
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