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CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF NANAIMO, B. C. 

BY-LAW NO. 534. 

A BY-LAW FOR ESTABLISHING .AREAS AND CLASSIFICi1.TION FOR BUJLDING RESTRICTIONS; 
AND TO FIX BUILDING LINES; THE AR.EAS OF YAR:OO, hND OTHER PLACES; AND FOR THESE 

PURPOSES TO DIVIDE THE CITY INTO DISTRICTS. 

WHEREAS under the provisions . of Section 9 of the "Town Planning Act" 

and Section 4 of the "Town Planning Act Amendment Act, 1928", it appears advisable 

and expedient to make regulations and divide the City into districts as hereinafter 

provided having regard to:-

(a) The promotion of public health, safety, 
convenience and welfare; 

(b) The prevention of the overcrowding of land, and 
the preservation of the amenity of residential district; 

(c) The securing of adequate provision for light, air, 
and reasonable access; 

(d) Tho valuo . of tho land and tho nature of its use and 
occupancy; 

(a) The character of oach district; the character of the 
buildings already orocted; and the peculiar suitability 
of tho district for particular usos; 

(f) Tho conservation of property values, and tho direction 
of building dovolopmont. 

NOW THEREFORE tho Municipal Council of tho Corporation of tho 

City of Nanaimo, B. C., in open mooting assembled, enacts .as follC?ws:-

1. TITLE: This By-Law may bG citod as "THE CITY OF NANADJIO ZONING 

BY-LAW NO. 534 , . 1933". 

2 •· In this By-Law "Council" whonovor usod moans tho Municipal 

Council of tho Corporation of tho City of Nanaimo, and unless tho context 

othorwiso requires, "Building" shal l not include the steps to a building. 

-

"Corner Lot" shall mean a parc el of land ilt tho inter
section of t wo stroots . 

"Private Gar age" shall moan ono in which no business, 
sorvico or industry, connoc.tod directly or indirectly 
with motor vohiclos is carried on. 

"Public Gar age" shall moan any garage not included in tho 
de f inition of "PrivatG Gar age" :. 

"Factory" moans any building whore in steam, water, 
electricity or other mechanic al provisions to work or 
move any machinery for any manufacturing; finishing, 
or other like purposes. 
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3. For tho purposo of this By-Law, tho City of Nanaimo shall be 

considered to bo, and is horoby divided and classified into aroas as follows: 

(a) "Residential Aroas" aro those portions of the City 
not shown coloured .Red or Blue on the plan attached 
hereto and incorporated herewith. 

(b) "Commercial Areas" are those portions of the said City 
coloured Red on the said plano 

(c) "Industrial Areas" are those portions of the said 
City shown coloured Blue on the said plan. 

(d) The said areas are hereby declared established and 
defined as "Residential"; "Commercial"; and 
"Industrial Areas" respectively. 

4. No person shall erect or maintain a building within any of 

the said "Residential Areas" for any purpose other than that of a dwelling-

house with or without private garages, groan-houses, and necessary outbuildings, 

with tho exception that tho occupant of any dwelling in the said "Residential 

Aroas"may make provision for an office for a physician or for a surgeon; or for 

a lawyer; or for a dentist; or for an artist; or fora musician; or as a school, 

church, library, public museum, or philanthropic or charitable institution. 

5. No person shall eroct or maintain, or occupy a factory or 

warehouse, or a building partly for one purpose, or partly for tho othor, within 

any of tho said ''Residential Aroas", nor shall a factory be eroctod, maintained, 

or occupied within tho said ''Residential" or "Commercial Areas"., 

6. No person shall oroct a public garage, shop or store, or a 

building partly used for ono and partly for tho other purpose within tho said 

"Residential Area"~ · 

7. No person shall erect any building of any description on any 

parcel of land within any of tho said "Residential Areas" at a lessor distance 

from tho stroot than twenty (20) foot from tho street line save that a lessor 

d istanco may bo allowed when conditions would make such lessor distance more 

in conformity with buildings thon existing. 

(b) Any building to bo orocted within tho "Residential Areas" 
shall have a side yard on each side of tho building 
of not loss than ton por cont (lOf.) of tho width of 
tho lot for any lot or site of a width of sixty (60) 
foot or less~ 

(c) For a lot or sito over sixty (60) feet in width 
tho side yard shall bo not loss than eight (8) foot 
in width on oach side of the building~ ' 

(d) One building only (oxclusivo of accessory buildin13s) may 
bo eroctod within tho residential areas on any lot or 
plot of land tho aroa whereof is six thousand (6000) 
square foot or loss. 
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(e) Should the lot or plot of land contain more than 
oix thousand (6000) square feet, one additional 
building may be erected for each additional six 
thousand (6000) square feet. 

(f) Within the "Commercial Areas 11 one dwelling house may 
be erected at the rear of any lot, the front of which 
is occupied by a store provided that sufficient space 
is left for light and air. 

In the case of corner lots within a "Residential Area" the 

building line defined in 5ub-section (a) of Section 7, shall be adhered to on 

the side of the lot having the shortest frontage to the road or street in 

accordance with the original plan on file in the Land Registry Office, on and 

prior to the coming into force of this By-Law, provided that where any lot 

extends from one street to another it shall be deemed to front on both streets~ 

9~ The sanitary arrangements of any building erected within the 

City of Nanaimo shall be in accordo.nce with the "Sewer Connection and Rental 

By-Law 1914" No. 238 of the City of Nanaimo~ 

10~ No per son shall, within the City of Nanaimo, carry on any 

dangerous~ noxious, or offensive manufacture or calling.· 

ll. Where any building other than a dwelling-house has been 

heretofore erected or which may hereafter be erected in contravention of the 

provisions of this By-Law hereof, within a residential district, the presence 

of such building or structure shall not alter the classification of such 

district. 

12~ No existing building of any kind, type or use, not permitted 

to bo erected by this By-Law, in the area in which samo is located, shall be 

re-constructed or structurally altered unless under pormit as defined in 

Section 2 and Soction 29 of tho "Building By-Law No. 287, 1916", and all buildings 

to be oroctod within the existing Fire Limits and included partly in tho Gemmer-

cial Aroa and partly in tho Industrial Area shall conform in every respect 

to tho conditions of tho said "Building By-Law Noo 287, 1916"; If at any timo 

any buildings now orect.ed and not conforming to the requiromonts of this By-Law 

as to tho aroa in which it is located, shall bo damaged by fire, explosion~ 

act of God, or otherwise to the oxtont of sovonty-·five (75fo) per cent of :i,.ts 

insurable valuo, S'UCh building shall not bo ropairod or rebuilt savo only to 

bo usod for a purpose permitted by this By-Law in said aroa~ 

13. No person shall oroct a closod fence or other obstruction 
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which would obstruct t ;1e y:i.ew having a gr eater i:leight t han L .-re (5) f eet 

above the gr ound or a d j oining sidewalk or street l eveL 

14. The City Council may at any t ime by a ma jority vote of the 

whole Council waive complianc e with any of t be provi9i ons of t his By-Law 

on receipt of a petition sign ed within the space of thirt y (3 0) day s by at 

least three~fifth ! s ( 3 /5t hs) of t he r egist er e d proper JvY owner s whoso 

property lios within a r e.dius of one~oighth of a mile from the plac o f or 

which tho waiver is desiredo. 

15. The City Council shall have power by a t.wc~third ' s voto of 

tho whole Council to dot ormino any d ispute arising out of tho provisions 

of this By-Law ~ 

l6e Any Justice of tho Poac o, Polic e Magistrate or other Court, 

boforo whom a prosecution is hold f or an off enc e aga i ns·t this By-Law , may 

convict tho off ender and sha ll impo se on t he of fend er a p ena l ty of an amount 

not exceeding On e Hund r e0. ( ~5 100 ~ 00) Dollars exclusive of the c. ost of the 

prosecution, and shall by his convic t ion after ad judg i ng payment of such 

penalty and costs, order and adjudge t hat in dofa ul t of su c h ps.ymont forthwith, 

tho samo be levied by distre ss and sal e of t ho goods and c hat tel s of tho 

offender, and if sufficient c i stross cannot bo fo und , t hat tho off ondor be 

imprisoned in tho common gaol f or any period not exc oed ~.ng th:::-oe (3 ) months, 

and with or without hard labour ~ unl ess such penal ty and costs , and also tho 

costs of tho committal ru1d conveyanc e to gaol of suc h offender aro sooner paid; : 

17 ~ If tho ovmor sha ll f ail t o pull down e.nd r emove any building 

which shall have beon ~ons·i:; r uctod s ubsequent t o the I:assing of t his By-Law, 

or placed in contraven~ ion of any of tho pr ovis ions of thi s By-Lavl a ft e r 

having been given five (5) days written notic e t hereto by t~1e City Enginoor 

Or tho Building Ins pect or , as "'.i ho case may be~ tho 3a i d Cj_ty F:tlg:i.. ~.'~ C' ~~ · or 

Building Insp oc-tor is hereby a uthor ized to pull os .. ,:. and r emove tho said 

building at the oxpo:a s o of tho o~m, ,_: :' of the real pr operty vpor. whi ch tho samo 

is situated, and 'l l l c "::-.: gos f or su ;~ h worY. shall i n det:::wJ.t of sL~<>h payment, 

form a lion ·:.~ .d charge upon t lw said r oal propoc t;y , b.aving prt; f or c. nc e ovor 

r ::,j claim, lion, privilege, or oncumbr'3.nco of any pe.:r.·ty o ~'cop-i~ t ho Crown, and 

shall bo colloctible with inter e st a t -t. ho rat o c< o 2.g).r t. (8~~ ) r~ r; r ,, on-~ per annum 

in the same mann er and with like r omodies as ordi nary t axes OX\ real p~~ oporty 

a rc collectible under t he "Munic ::'..pal Ac t !l o 
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This :_·omoC:.y shall bo indopondont of and in addition to 

tho romody or prosecution o.s o.bovo pro"TidedG 

18. Tho City Engineer or tho Building Inspector, thoir 

assistants nnd workman, so instructed by him or thoro are horoby o.uthorizod 

to onter at all roasonablo hours upon any property which is subject to 

tho roetrictions and :.:ogulations oontainod in this By-Law, for tho purpo sa 

of ascortaining whother said rostrictions and regulations ho.vo boon or 

aro baing kopt nnd obeyed and of carrying tho same into offoct, and also 

for tho purpose of carrying out tho work authorized in the noxt proooding 

section. 

19. The provisions of this By-Law shall not apply to nny 

building lawfully undor construction at the tL~e of the coming into force 

of this By·L~w which said building she.ll be deomed to bo a building oxiating 

o.t that timo~ 

PASSED by tho Municipal Council on the Twenty-third day 

of Oetobor, 1933~ 

RECONSIDERED J\ND FDMLLY i~DOPTED on tho Sixth day 

of November, 1933. 

I, CT3.A"~ 
~ I\ M Jl. Y 0 R. 

'II ' A~ -
~~:v~ 

CITY CLERK. 


