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Special Events 

2022

Covid Recovery

Community events and gatherings are an essential part of
how we celebrate who we are as a city and a people.
Celebrating our diversity and showcasing our local cultural
resources, artistic talents, and community pride through
events and gatherings to both residents and visitors, builds a
higher quality of life, a stronger economy, and a more
connected Nanaimo.

Events 
and 

Festivals

C4.8 COMMUNITY EVENTS, TOURNAMENTS, 
FESTIVALS & GATHERINGS 
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2019 –
2022 
Statistics

YEARLY 
EVENT
TOTALS:

2019: 233

2020: 77

2021: 162

2022: 197

Returning Events in 2022
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Canada Day 2020

Back to the drawing board…
COVID restrictions

Canada themed Virtual Activities!

Video format?

Small format < BIG SPIRIT

Canada Day 
2021
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Canada Day 
2022

NEW in 2022!
Bike Valet Service

An exciting initiative with Active Transport/Engineering

A new FREE service offered to the public

Benefits health & environment, maximizes usage of festival sites, one step 
closer to “green” event designation, provides an alternative transport solution 
during times of unprecedented fuel costs, highlights transport corridors
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Returning Events in 2022
Community

Events

Multi Government -
Community Event

▫ National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

▫ Thursday Night Market

Pride Festival

Dragon Boat 
Festival 

Silly Boat 
Regatta

Marine Festival

BluesFest

VIEx
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Sport Events 
2022 & Onward
Provincial - National 

Coming up….
BC 55+ Games bid going out this week for 2025 or 2026

BC High School Track and 
Field Championship 2024
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COVID Recovery

Turning Challenges into Opportunities

PEOPLE- Board members, event organisers, day-of volunteers, booths and activities, 

entertainers

PRODUCTS - Fencing, porta-potties

SUPPORT SERVICES - RCMP, Bylaw, food trucks, LCLB

FUNDING - Rising cost of raw materials, grants, lost sponsorship – redirection of sponsorship 

funds 

ADDITIONAL COSTS - Required for COVID comfort levels, ie. wash stations, physical 

distance, barriers

Limited Access to Resources 
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New board members & changes in board / committee compositions

Organizations managing returning events are now often faced with the challenge 
of intent to slow return, while balancing community expectation

Same as before” VS “Post COVID meaningful events

Event History & Direction

Covid 
Hesitancy
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Community Response

What can the community expect?

THANKS!

Any questions?


