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LANDSCAPE PLAN 

L1 LIVE / WORK 

SCALE 1:100

LANDSCAPE PLAN 

L0 GARAGE 

SCALE 1:100

PARK ING GARAGE 

ENTRANCE
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SEE LANDSCAPE PLAN L0 GARAGE  

(parking entrance off of laneway)

O
N

E
W

A
Y

O
N

E
W

A
Y

V
IS

IT
O

R

V
IS

IT
O

R
V

IS
IT

O
R

B
IK

E
 
 

S
T

O
R

A
G

E

G
A

R
B

A
G

E
  

S
T

O
R

A
G

E

VERTICAL GREEN SCREEN  

(growing structure for climbing plants, to 

screen parking from adjacent properties)

GARAGE PLANTER 

(climbers for screen, low hardy 

evergreen plants at base)

STAIRS 

(concrete stairs up to L1 Live / Work, 

gated at top)

GARAGE PLANTER 

(climbers for screen, low hardy 

evergreen plants at base)

VERTICAL GREEN SCREEN  

(growing structure for climbing plants, to 

screen parking from adjacent properties)

CONCRETE SITWALL

BLACK PICKET FENCE / RAILING

CONCRETE SITWALL

BLACK PICKET FENCE / RAILING

VERTICAL GREEN SCREEN 

(see Landscape Plan L0 Garage)

CONCRETE PLANTER 

(mix layered planting of indigenous & 

ornamental, deciduous & evergreen, 

perennial & shrubs)

CONCRETE PLANTER 

(mix layered planting of indigenous & 

ornamental, deciduous & evergreen, 

perennial & shrubs)

SMALL DECIDUOUS TREE

CONCRETE SITWALL

BLACK PICKET FENCE / RAILING

GATE

SMALL DECIDUOUS TREE

PLANTING 

(mix layered planting of indigenous & 

ornamental, deciduous & evergreen, 

perennial & shrubs)

BENCH

BLACK PICKET FENCE / RAILING

LARGE DECIDUOUS STREET TREE 

(Liriodendron tulipifera, Tulip Tree) 

BOLLARD LIGHTING 

(two bollards, one on either side of entrance) 

LARGE DECIDUOUS STREET TREE 

(Liriodendron tulipifera, Tulip Tree) 

MEDIUM DECIDUOUS STREET TREE 

(Acer griseum, Paper Bark Maple) 

LIVE / WORK MAIN ENTRANCE 

(concrete unit paver, type 01) 

RESIDENTIAL MAIN ENTRANCE 

(concrete unit paver, type 01) 

SHORT TERM BIKE PARKING 

(concrete unit paver, type 02) 

CONCRETE SITWALL

CONCRETE PLANTER 

(mix layered planting of indigenous & 

ornamental, deciduous & evergreen, 

perennial & shrubs)

SECONDARY ENTRANCE 

(concrete unit paver, type 02) 

L IVE /WORK 

PAT IO

L IVE /WORK 

PAT IO

LEVEL 3 ROOF DECK GARDEN 

(overlooking nicol street, steel planter boxes 

around perimeter of patio, mix planting of 

indigenous & ornamental, perennial grasses 

& flowers, concrete unit pavers)

RECESSED WALL LIGHTING 

(recessed in concrete planter walls, lighting 

perimeter path around building) 

RECESSED WALL LIGHTING 

(recessed in concrete planter walls, lighting 

perimeter path around building) 
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CONTEXT

The landscape at 225/ 233 Nicol Street serves two primary 

functions. It establishes an iMproved streetscape for a new 

4-level, 10-unit affordable market rental building with live-work 

studios on the east side of Nicol street - a busy, four-lane road 

that acts as a gateway into the City of Nanaimo; and it provides 

the private outdoor space for residents living in a contemporary 

urban development.

DESIGN CONCEPT 

URBAN HIGH STREET

The landscape design concept responds directly to the South 

End Neighbourhood Plan by contributing to the evolution of 

Nicol Street into a ‘High Street’ for south Nanaimo.

The urban high street concept is realized with refined 

hardscaping and appropriately scaled street-trees situated 

within a permeable planted edge to accentuate the human 

scale, and define public and semi-private spaces.

Planter boxes with integrated seating extend around either side 

of the building, animating the streetscape with semi-private 

street furnishing and gathering spaces for residents, while 

embracing the development with lush, natural elements. 

Roof deck gardens on the third level overlook Nicol Street, 

allowing for ‘eyes-on-the-street’, softening the building form and 

connecting the ground plane to the building’s upper levels with 

a cohesive planting design.

Generous planting and natural features integrated into the 

sidewalk boulevard provide pedestrian comfort and visual 

interest at the human scale to complement a unique new 

building.

DESIGN RATIONALE PLANT PALETTE

Deciduous Trees

Ac 4 Acer circinatum Vine Maple

Ag 2 Acer griseum Paper Bark Maple
A 5 Amelanchier grandiflora Autumn Brilliance Saskatoon Berry
Tc 2 Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree

Evergreen Shrubs

Au TBD Arbutus unedo Strawberry Bush

Gs TBD Gaultheria shallon Salal
Mn TBD Mahonia nervosa Dull Oregon Grape

Rh TBD Rhododendron ‘Glacier’ Evergreen Azalea

Vo TBD Vaccinium ovatum Evergreen Huckleberry

Deciduous Shrubs

Cs TBD Cornus sericea Red Twig Dogwood

Rs TBD Ribes sanguineum Red Flowering Currant
V TBD Vaccinium Blueberry

Groundcovers  

Au TBD Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Kinnikinnick

Es TBD Epimedium x veriscolor Epimedium
Fc TBD Fragaria chiloensis Coastal Strawberry

Fv TBD Fragaria vesca Woodland Strawberry
Sa TBD Sedum rupestre ‘Angelina” Stonecrop

Ferns, Grasses, Perennials

An TBD Athyrium niponicum Japanese Painted Fern

Cf TBD Carex flacca Blue Sedge

Ln TBD Luzula nivea Snowy Woodrush

My TBD Miscanthus yaku jima Dwarf Maiden Grass
Np TBD Nepeta dropmore blue Cat Mint
Pa TBD Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln” Dwarf Fountain grass
Pm TBD Polystichum munitum Sword Fern
Sn TBD Salvia nemorosa ‘Cardonna’ Purple Wood Sage
S TBD Sedum Autumn Fire Sedum

Tg TBD Tellima grandiflora Fringe Cup

Vines

Ca TBD Clematis armandii “Snowdrift’ Evergreen Clematis

Lc TBD Lonicera ciliosa Orange Honeysuckle

The landscape design anchors a contemporary building within 

the local context with a strong indigenous planting palette, 

relying on native, drought tolerant and evergreen species 

inspired by the local ecology.

Key components of the landscape 

design include:

• A diverse, multi-layered planting scheme that relies on 

street trees, drought tolerant native species and natural 

elements to enhance the streetscape along Nicol Street.

• Clean, refined paving and hardscaping details emphasize 

the urban character of Nicol Street, and new integrated 

furnishing create animation and vitality at street level

• Sidewalks and short-term bike parking accommodate 

active transportation alternatives.

• Additional planter boxes and vertical planted screens 

at the rear improve the visual character of the parkade 

garage 

• Roof decks overlooking Nicol Street create private 

outdoor spaces for residents and support eyes on the 

street.

DESIGN PRECEDENTS

01 Mix perennial grasses & flowers, shrubs and 

tree plantings
02 Mix perennial flowers & grasses in steel 

planters

03 Paper bark maple

07 Bollard lighting

06 Recessed wall lighting

04 Vertical green screen

05 Concrete / stone unit pavers

08 Bench

NICOL STREET MIXED USE 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS ISSUED FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMIT
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