DESIGN RATIONALE

The site is bounded by Rutherford Road to the south, Nanaimo North Town Centre to the west and a condominium to the
north. Half of the project site consists of a constructed wetland (Aquaparian, October 24 2018). Much of the riparian
vegetation, while impacted by garbage left by encampments, is intact. This garbage will be cleared out and the areas
replanted with native plants.

This small wetland, still well vegetated, provides important habitat for upland and aquatic bird species, such as red-winged
irds, ingbi aerial ir i and ducks: i reptiles and small mammals, both terrestrial and
aquatic such as muskrats, raccoon, mice, voles etc. (Aquaparian 2018).

Research (Douglas Tallamy) shows there is a direct link in the decline of common resident bird species due to the lack of
insect prey that results from the use of non-native plants in landscape design and installation. Therefore, the design of the
planting scheme around the development will reflect the importance of this habitat, and use at least 70% native plants in
the design.

Landscape Zones

Rutherford Streetscape. The proposed scheme will mimic the character of the current street edge of evergreen trees.
The native firs, cedar and arbutus will be replaced by trees with narrow growth habits, such as Serbian Spruce and
columnar beech. These will provide a visual barrier, while allowing glimpses into and out of the site.

On the south east corner of the building an amenity area in the building opens out onto an outdoor seating space, which
in turn leads to a bird watching area by the setback to the pond. A small path leads you out to Rutherford Road.

At the foot of the hill, pedestrians can enter the site via a trail past the The is part of the

stormwater management plan. This area forms a mini woodland area at the corner of the mall entrance and Rutherford.
These trees will form a link from the streetscape plantings to the existing arbutus which will remain on the west side of the
site.

Vehicles enter the site via Songbird Place. The tree lined driveway leads to a central garden of low plants, on the
podium with sidewalks, bollard lights and a seating area. This area creates a south facing space for neighbours to
meet or wait for friends. Evergreen hedges in 2’ high planters will provide privacy for the outdoor living spaces of the
ground floor apartments. These patios will have access directly into the entrance gardens.
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Wetland set back environmental fence
see detail on L3

1.5m precast concrete paver pedestrian path
See Notes on L2 N~
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