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Checkout Bag 
Regulation 
Bylaw

October 19, 2020

Taaj Daliran 
Manager Sanitation & Recycling

Kirsten Gellein
Zero Waste Coordinator

Timeline

November 
2018

Council directs staff to proceed 
with public consultation

December 
2017

Council moves that the City of Nanaimo 
wishes to ban the use of plastic bags

March -
June 2019

Public consultation period with 
residents and businesses

June - July 
2019

Consultation analysis; 
drafting of the regulation

The Provincial and Federal governments 
announce plans to regulate single-use 
plastics, with a Federal ban as early as 2021

June - July 
2019

July
2019

The B.C. Court of Appeal rules single-use 
bylaws require provincial approval

Nanaimo’s Bylaw put on hold awaiting an 
appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada

2017 to
Summer 
2019



Solid Waste Summary Report: 2019 2020-10-15

2

Timeline
January 23

2020

Through case dismissal, the Supreme Court of 
Canada affirms single-use bylaws require 
provincial approval

Project put on hold to assess 
the impacts of the pandemic

September 12 
2020

The Province announces measures to better 
support municipal single-use bans; 
approves 5 bylaws submitted pre-COVID

March 9 
2020

The Governance and Priorities Committee 
is presented with Consultation results; 
moves to bring the Bylaw to Council

March 17 
2020

COVID-19: the Province declares 
a Public Health Emergency

October 7
2020

The Government of Canada announces plan to 
maintain timeline for banning harmful single-
use plastics, with regulation set for end of 2021

2020 to 
current day

WE ARE HERE  October 19 
2020

Council will consider three readings and 
submission for Provincial approval

Fall 2020 -
Spring 2021

The Bylaw in submission to the Province; 
anticipated 3-6 month wait for approval

Fall 2020 -
Spring 2021

Education campaign for awareness and 
reduction of single-use checkout bags

Winter - Spring
2021

Anticipated return of approval from 
Province; return to Council to adopt

Spring - Summer
2021

Education campaign on regulation; 
prepare and assist retailers with launch

July 1,
2021

Implementation of the
Checkout Bag Regulation Bylaw

ANTICIPATED 
TIMELINE 

FOR
APPROVAL 

& ADOPTION 
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ENCOURAGE

NOT TO BE 
SOLD/PROVIDED 
TO A CUSTOMER

DISINCENTIVIZE

• Single-use Plastic Bags
• Compostable Bags
• Biodegradable Bags

Reusable Bags
(already owned)

$ Fees

Paper Bags (recycled content) 
New Reusable Bags

& IDENTIFY EXEMPTIONS

Questions?

Thank you!


