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* Role of the Medical Health Officer

» Updates on dual public health emergencies
e COVID-19 pandemic
e Overdose epidemic

* Working together
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Medical Health Officer Coverage Map

I Horth island: Dr. Charmaine Enns T,
Central istand: Dr. Mike Benusic .

De Courcy dand covered by Central lsland
Malshat covered by South lsland

Central sland Cowichan Region: Dr. Shannon Waters
B south island: Dr. Murray Fyfe, Dr. Dee Hoyana, Dr. Richard Stanwick jcuei oy
[ megional District Boundaries
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Role of the Medical Health Officer

e Statutory
* Requirements under Public Health Act & other laws
* Population Health
¢ Monitoring and assessing health status of community
e Community Medicine Consultant
¢ Providing evidence-based opinions
* Working collaboratively to assist in resolving issues
* Advocacy

e Communicating directly on health issues affecting
community (media, board, elected officials, etc.)

Office of the Provincial
Health Officer

island health

Status: COVID-19 on Vancouver Island

(as of 25 August 2020)

e ~170 cases in 170 days Location =R Casiilxi;“m
¢ Population = ~850,000 Israel 11,359

* Cases per million = 200 Washington L009,325

Quebec 7,231

Sweden 8,579

45,000 tests performed = 0.4% positivity Tc°r°”;° ;;92’:
anada 3

World 3,053

» Assume for every detected case, 8 are not detected (BCCDC B.C. 1,014
serology study): 200 * 8 = 1,600 cases Hong Kong 625

. : J 494

¢ 1,600 cases / 850,000 population = 0.19% infected New Ze;gsz 336
PEI 278

. . n P ] q Vancouver Island 200

¢ Since July, 5 cases with possible acquisition in the community W T

- Vancouver Island has a very low rate of COVID-19 EIEN £l

- Vancouver Island has very little community transmission Source: PHAC, Worldometer
island health :
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Geographic Distribution of COVID-19 by Health Service Delivery Area of Case Residence

C lative total: cases

d Jan 1 to Aug 20, 2020 Past 14 days: cases reported August 7 to 20, 2020

N = 895 cases

N = 4,825 cases
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Greater Vancouver Inset

Cumutative rate per
100,000 poputation
of COVID-19 cases

Past 14 days rate per
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Status: Overdoses in Nanaimo

5 0 Projected based on rate of

# fatal overdoses
w
o

BC Coroners Service

islandF-éaI'Eh

overdoses from Jan — July 2020
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CANADIAN DRUGS AND
SUBSTANCES STRATEGY

A COMPREHENSIVE, COLLABORATIVE, COMPASSIONATE
AND EVIDENCE-BASED APPROACH TO DRUG POLICY

HARM ENFORCE-

PREVENTION TREATMENT REDUCTION MENT
P ing pperting Supporting Addressing
problematic i i illicit drug
drug and approaches that reduce production,
substance to treatment the negative supply and
use and CONSEGUENCcEs distribution

rehabilitation of drug and
substance use

SUPPORTED BY A STRONG EVIDENCE BASE

To better identify trends, target interventions, monitor
impacts and support evidence-based decisions

Bel om, & Canada

Mike Benusic MD MPH CCFP
Medical Health Officer, Central Island
3rd Floor, 6475 Metral Dr, Nanaimo

is Iand health michael.benusic@viha.ca 250-739-6304




