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With regards to specific zoning variance rationale, below is a brief description for your reference 

and based on R6 Zoning.

Density/FAR - no variance required

Lot Coverage - no variance required

Siting/Setbacks - only variance required is for building Block #1, rearyard proposed of 

7.24M. This variance for approx. .26M (10-1/4”) is due to the irregular shape of the 

property. Note, we have modified the design of this particular building to be as “shallow” in 

building depth as possible while preserving a functional and efficient residential floor 

plan. Also, this minimum setback occurs only at the northwest corner of Building Block #1.

Building Height - This steep slope site and unique vehicular access, combined with the 

preservation of a large area of site at the north end of the property (as requested by City of 

Nanaimo Planning staff) results in a final site plan and building desigsn that, in our opinion, 

addresses all of the guidelines of both the Steep Slope Development Permit Area Guidelines and 

General Development Permit Area Design Guidelines. Each typical Building Block is based on 

standard wood frame construction, we have proposed standard 8’-0” ceilings at the lowest floor 

(garage and main entry), 9’-0” ceilings at the middle floor (kitchen/living) and 8’-0” ceilings at 

the top floor (bedrooms). The roofs are proposed to be 4:12 roof slope using standard pre-

engineered wood trusses. Effectively each building (x3) is a three storey building with the 

lowest floor being set into the terrain below the finished grade at the rear and at finished grade at 

the front for vehicular access. This creates an approximate building height of a typical building 

block of 9.70M which is slightly over the stipulated 9.0M height in the R6 zoning. We therefore 

ask for a variance to allow the heights as proposed and not to exceed a maximum of 10.0M.

We look forward to your review of our application and should you require any additional 

information or clarification please contact myself anytime.

Regards,

Gus da Roza III B.Sc., M.Arch, MRAIC, NCARB

Architect AIBC

G3 Architecture Inc.
#130 - 1959 - 152nd Street
Surrey, BC
V4A 0C4
T: 604-916-8582
gus@g3projects.com
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