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CITY OF NANAIMO COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MOTIONS 
Re:  Supervised Consumption Services and Overdose Prevention Sites 

 
MEETING DATE: MOTION 

2017-JAN-09 
Special Council 
Meeting 

“It was moved and seconded that Council: 
iii) confirm that it is satisfied that Staff have taken the necessary steps to minimize the 

risk to the Corporation and the general public from the operation of the 
unauthorized and unregulated “pop up” site, and by doing their due diligence; and, 

iv) direct Staff to take no further action with respect to the unauthorized and 
unregulated “pop-up” site at 455 Wallace Street until such time as the Vancouver 
Island Health Authority has established an overdose prevention site.”   

The motion carried. 
 

 Nanaimo’s Medical Health Officer Dr. Paul Hasselback attended as a delegation and spoke 
spoke regarding the need to move expediently to provide a safe injection site and also 
regarding the speed with which the staff at Vancouver Island Health Authority are working 
to resolve the “pop-up” site issue. 
 
“It was moved and seconded that Council receive the delegation from Dr. Paul Hasselback.”  
The motion carried.   
 

 It was moved and seconded that Council: 
1. Refer the issue of safe consumption and overdose prevention services, including 

public consultation, to the Public Safety Committee; and, 
2. Support, in principle, the Vancouver Island Health Authority in their establishment 

of temporary overdose prevention services, and direct Staff to work with the 
Vancouver Island Health Authority to identify a preferred location for a short term 
(immediate) site.”   

The motion carried. 
 

2017-JAN-12 
Special Council 
Meeting 

“It was moved and seconded that Council: 
1 authorize the use of 437 Wesley Street for the provision of temporary Overdose 

Prevention Services; 
2 recognize the jurisdiction of the Province regarding the use of the subject 

property for purposes of delivering Overdose Prevention Services that may not 
comply with applicable City Zoning and regulatory bylaws; this based on the 
public health emergency declaration under the Public Health Act (April 14th, 2016) 
and the Ministerial Order No. M488 (December 9, 2016); 

3 direct staff to amend the Lease Agreement (CA200265) between the City of 
Nanaimo and the Province and approve the necessary amendments to the 
operating agreement in order to permit the use of the subject property for 
purposes of delivering Overdose Prevention Services by Island Health through the 
existing operator (Canadian Mental health Association); and, 

4 direct staff to assist Island Health in a joint public engagement process which 
includes, but is not limited to, communication releases, public and or 
neighbourhood meetings with regard to the establishment of a temporary 
overdose prevention service and the subsequent establishment of a permanent 
overdose prevention service.” 

This motion carried unanimously. 
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MEETING DATE: MOTION 

2017-MAY-29 
Public Hearing 

“It was moved and seconded that Council suspend “Council Procedure Bylaw 2011 
No. 7060” in order to approve the Broader Community Context document for Rezoning 
Application No. RA379 - 437 Wesley Street as follows:  
• Enhanced security presence, daytime and early evening patrollers; 
• Urban Clean-up program – downtown focus; 
• Additional safe disposal needle boxes; and, 
• Coordination of Bylaws, RCMP and Social Planning response over the summer 

months.” 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

 “It was moved and seconded that: 
Council approve the Broader Community Context document for Rezoning Application No. 
RA379 - 437 Wesley Street as follows:  
• Enhanced security presence, daytime and early evening patrollers; 
• Urban Clean-up program – downtown focus; 
• Additional safe disposal needle boxes; and, 
• Coordination of Bylaws, RCMP and Social Planning response over the summer 

months.” 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

2018-JAN-15 
Regular Council 
Meeting 

Recommendation from Public Safety Committee Meeting of 2017-DEC-07: 
 
“It was moved and seconded that Council write a letter to the Minister of Mental Health 
and Addictions, attention Judy Darcy, MLA, for support in providing an emergency 
response team based out of Nanaimo to deal with addictions, mental health and 
violence.”  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

2018-FEB-26 
Regular 
Committee of 
the Whole 
Meeting 

A delegation was received from Dr. Paul Hasselback, Medical Health Officer, Vancouver 
Island Health Authority: 
 
Dr. Hasselback, CI, Medical Health Officer, Island Health, provided Council with an update 
on the Nanaimo opioid crisis, the provincial and community response, establishment of a 
Community Action Team for Nanaimo and requested Council address the zoning bylaw 
restricting development of a substance use management and treatment operation within 
the City of Nanaimo. 
 

2018-APR-23 Mayor McKay advised that at the May 7, 2018, Council Meeting he would be bringing 
forward a motion for consideration: 
“To identify sites available for a federally regulated and recognized overdose prevention 
site.” 
 

2018-MAY-07 
Regular Council 
Meeting 

“It was moved and seconded that Council direct Staff to identify sites available for a 
federally regulated and recognized supervised consumption service.”   
The motion carried unanimously.  
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MEETING DATE: MOTION 

2018-JUL-09 
Regular Council 
Meeting 

“It was moved and seconded that Council refer review of Zoning Bylaw Amendments 
related to Supervised Consumption Services to the Community Planning and 
Development Committee, and the Public Safety Committee, for recommendations.”  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

2018-SEP-18 
Community 
Planning and 
Development 
Committee 

Report titled “Supervised Consumption Service Zoning Regulations” and presentation 
from Dr. Paul Hasselback included on 2018-SEP-18 Community Planning and Development 
Committee Agenda. 
 
“It was moved and seconded that the Community Planning and Development Committee 
receive the presentation from Dr. Paul Hasselback regarding the opioid overdose crisis in 
British Columbia and the role of supervised consumption services.” 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

 




