
 
 
 
 
06 December 2018 
 
 
 
 
City of Nanaimo 
Development Services  
455 Wallace Street 
Nanaimo B.C. 
V9R 5J6 
 
Attn: Lauren Wright 
 
 
RE: DESIGN RATIONALE – DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION, PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT, 1955 BOXWOOD ROAD NANAIMO B.C. 
 
SITE: 
 
Located on Boxwood Road, this site is in the first Phase of Greenrock Industrial Park.  
 
This lot is long and narrow with the front and rear boundaries skewed to the side lot lines. A 
bioswale runs the Boxwood frontage. The rear lot line faces the Parkway and has a well 
vegetated Character Protection Zone. 
 
Grade slopes down and westward 2% - 3% from Boxwood Road. 
 
Rock is at or near the surface. 
 
PROPOSED USE: 
 
The project consists of a shop and showroom for VI Granite for the fabrication of granite and 
quartz countertops. A caretaker’s suite is incorporated into a small second floor area above the 
showroom. 
 
SITE ORGANIZATION: 
 
The building is sited close to Boxwood Road and favors the south boundary. The location is 
predetermined in part by the constructed site access point. The western half of the site is a 
secured materials storage yard. A bank of 6 (oversized) parking stalls is along the north side of 
the driveway for client / customer use. Additional parking for staff is provided within the storage 
yard. 
 
The front portion of the building contains the showroom and residential suite. The shop is to 
the rear. 
 
A new public sidewalk is to be constructed along Boxwood with a connecting sidewalk to an 
entry plaza and showroom entrance. The caretaker’s suite is also accessed from the plaza at 
the opposite side. 
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FORM AND CHARACTER: 
 
The shop component is a utilitarian box shaped structure of precast or tilt-up concrete 
construction. The showroom and caretaker’s suite is wood frame construction with a two storey 
volume that equates to the height of the shop. This portion of the building is articulated in plan, 
incorporates more contemporary forms similar to buildings within Greenrock. This is typified by 
the low slope roof, larger expanses of glass and finish materials. A canopy element wraps 
around the east and north facades that emphasizes the showroom, provides weather 
protection and incorporates a deck for the upper floor suite. 
 
Finishes include painted concrete, corrugated metal cladding, fiber cement cladding and timber 
elements. Colour is used as a tool to reflect corporate identity, emphasize elements, provide 
contrast, pattern and balance that merges the otherwise distinct building forms. 
 
VARIANCES: 
 
No variances are required. 

 
     
 
 
 
 
    We respectfully submit this proposal for consideration. 

 
 
Regards, 
Will Melville 
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