


The Museum Society collects, preserves and interprets the artifact 
collection for the benefit of the community on behalf of the City of 

Nanaimo. We thank the City for their generous support through our 
management agreement. Valuable City of Nanaimo support includes 
City Council, Heritage and Culture Commission and many City staff 

over the past 5 0  years from Parks, Recreation and (Culture) 
Environment and many other departments.

The Department of Culture & Heritage is an exciting change to City of 
Nanaimo staff structure under Director Suzanne Samborski. Museum 
management, together with other cultural organization managers in 
the community proudly support this new Department, Commission

and staff.
Thank you so much to current and past staff, Commission and Council 

members at the City of Nanaimo that continue to make museum
operations possible.



Founding Board Members

Founding Directors of the 
"Nanaimo & District Museum 
Society", April, 1964; Lto R: 
W. Barraclough, G. Sedola, 

i. Rowe, W. Spowart, P. Piper, 
G. Wilkinson, P. Johnson, 

J. Parker.
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Charter M em bers October 1964
William and Ethel Barraclough 
Edward and Mary Barraclough 
Charles and Annie Bryant 
Vic Cameron 
Harry and Evelyn Cicconi 
John and Mary Cook 
Hank and Cecilia DeGroot 
John and Suzanne Dunham 
Douglas and Agnes Greer 
Mrs. Ann Hall 
Miss Pat Johnson 
Mill Laura Johnstone 
Joseph and Emily Kneen 
Eugene and Sylvia Koster 
Miss S. Lawrence 
Edward and Marion Lee 
William Lewis 
Arthur Leynard 
John and Lillian Litch 
Peter and Vera Maffeo

Arthur and Helena Marin 
Mrs. William McGirr 
Vana and Lois Mottl 
Mrs. F. Neave 
John and Eunice Parker 
Philip and Edith Piper 
Dr. Roland and Pat Radcliffe 
Bevan Savory
Norbert and Marguerite Schwarze
Geno and Elaine Sedola
Francis and Levelda Sloat
William and Annie Spowart
Edgar and Eloise Standfelt
Dave and Eunice Stupich
Jas and Gladys Swan
R. and Clovis Walley
Mervyn and Grace Wilkinson
Parker and Matilda Williams
Regular Members Maryanne Golob 
and Isabel Rowe



P a r k e r  & M a t i l d a  W i l l i am s
• Parker and Matilda are the only Charter members still actively 

involved in the Society.
• Parker is our longest serving volunteer -  he has served on the Board 

both as a Director and as President, is a Life Member, has given tours, 
lead the restoration of the # 1 9  Locomotive in Piper Park and has done 
several presentations...Thank you so much Parker.



Operating Revenue
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he Bastion
In 1993 the Museum Society was 
given the responsibility of 
interpreting and managing the 
Bastion. The City of Nanaimo 
continued their responsibility for 
the maintenance of the building.
The new exhibit telling the story of 
the building was installed and the 
noon cannon firings continue.
In 2014 the wonderful collaboration 
with Tourism Nanaimo began to 
staff the Bastion throughout the 
summer as a satellite visitor center. Museum Board with Peggy White 

accepting keys for the Bastion from 
Bob Pederson of the Native Sons



Former Museum Building
• The Museum now shares the former museum building 

with the Vancouver Island Military Museum. We 
share some workshop and storage space on the lower 
floor and the Military Museum has their new exhibits 
and storage on the 2 upper floors. This has been a 
great partnership.

• Thanks again to the City of Nanaimo that maintains 
this building for both societies.

• The Nanaimo Museum continues to program the 
locomotive and cottage on the grounds.



Visitors

7 0 0 0 0

bOOOO

5OOOO

4OOOO

3 OOOO

20000

10000

Total
Vistors

1 9 7 0  1 9 8 0  1 9 9 0  2 0 0 0  2 0 0 9  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 4



First N ations for Prim ary
(G rade K-3) Sept. to  Nov. & Jan . to  Ju n e  

Available a t the museum or in your classroom 

Even your k indergarten  stu d en ts  will b e  engaged! 
Explore traditional S nuneym uxw  culture th ro u g h  hands- 

o n  activities th a t w ere designed  for prim ary students. 
S ee how  tools w e re  m ad e  an d  used  to  create hom es, 

cerem onial a r t  an d  catch food. T he w eaving co m p o n e n t 
o f  th e  program  includes a  chance  for each  s tu d e n t t o  try 

o u t their ow n mini-loom .

A Child's Life in Nanaim o
(G rade 2 /3) S ept. to  Nov. & Jan . to  Ju n e  

E xperience w h a t life w as like fo r ch ildren  100 years ago . 
S tu d e n ts  will visit th e  m iner's  c o tta g e  to  s e e  th e  ty p e  o f 
h o m e  a typical fam ily lived in a n d  th e ir  daily  ro u tin e  o f 
c h o res . Take a se a t in w o o d e n  desks c o m p le te  w ith  ink 
w ells a n d  p a r tic ip a te  in a lesson  w ith  t h e  s tr ic t teacher. 

M ake jam  from  scra tch  ju s t  like fam ilies u sed  to  an d  play 
w ith  toys th a t  w e re  p o p u la r  in th e  early  1900s.

N avigating History
(G rade 4  -7) S ep t. to  Nov. & Jan . to  Ju n e  ($60) ' 

S tep into Nanaimo's past while on  a  GPS-based scavenger 
hun t th rough th e  dow ntow n core. Groups o f students will 
navigate to  a series o f heritage signs using GPS receivers. 

Each sign contains intriguing historical facts and  th e  answer 
to  scavenger hun t questions.

Yesteryear Christm as
(G rade K-3) D e cem b e r 1 -1 8 ,2 0 1 4  

Jo u rn e y  back  th ro u g h  tim e  an d  ex p e rien c e  Christm as 
trad itio n s  from  100 years ag o . Visit t h e  m in er’s c o tta g e  

to  s e e  a  tr e e  d e c o ra te d  w ith  can d les , p lay  w ith  toys from  
t h e  early  1900s an d  m ake a C hristm as tr e e  o rn a m e n t to  

ta k e  ho m e. S tu d e n ts  will a lso  en joy  festive good ies .

First N ations on Vancouver 
Island

(G rade 4) Sept. to  Nov. & Jan . to  Ju n e

Available a t the museum or in your classroom

The m useum 's know ledgeable to u r gu ides an d  hands-on  
artifact collection can provide th e  ideal co m p lem e n t to  
your classroom  First N ations curriculum. S tudents will 

discover th e  connections b etw een  traditional First Nations 
cultures on  Vancouver Island, exam ine a variety o f  tools, 
and  g e t  a  glim pse into daily life in Snuneym uxw  villages.

A Coal M iner's Family
(G rade 5) S ept. to  Nov. & Jan . to  Ju n e  

Visit th e  miner's co ttag e  to  se e  th e  ty p e  o f  h o m e a typical 
family lived in 100 years ago . S tudents will p u t  on  coal 

m iner's lam ps for a gu id ed  to u r  o f th e  re-created  m ine and  
learn ab o u t th e  challenges faced by m iners. This program  

provides a un ique op p o rtu n ity  to  see  life from  th e  different 
perspectives o f a coal m iner an d  his children.

The Bastion
(G rade 3-5) S ep tem b er 

Discover N anaim o's o ld e s t ex isting  building! Learn w hy 
th e  Bastion w as built, w h o  h e lp e d  w ith  its c o n stru c tio n  
a n d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  im m igra tion  to  N anaim o in th e  
1850s. T he to u r  is g u id ed  b u t  leaves tim e  fo r ex p lo ra

tio n  w ith  D iscovery Sheets.

Bastion Bonus
(G rade 2 /3 /5 ) S ep tem b er ($20.00)

Explore Nanaimo's m ost recognizable landmark during a 45 
m inute tour. Your students will participate in a  guided to u r of 
th e  Bastion’s three floors with additional tim e to  check o u t th e  

artifacts and exhibits on  their own.
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Volunteer Investment
• Although volunteer hours were not official recorded in 

the early years, a safe estimate is an average of what we 
did record in the first 5 years of tracking. Using this 
formula, volunteers have contributed approximately 
1 5 0 ,0 0 0  h o u r s  o r  a  d o l l a r  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  1 .5 M !!

• From 1992 through 2013 volunteer hours total 91,466 
hours

• How would the museum ever have survived without 
this valuable investment??



Snuneym uxw Exhibit Update

Additional information about 
the dig at Departure Bay 
conducted in 1992 was added 
to the Snuneymuxw Exhibit 
as Phase One of added stories 
in the permanent exhibit 
gallery This project was 
supervised by Geraldine 
Manson and supported by the 
Snuneymuxw First Nation 
Administration. Thank you 
to both for their continued 
support.



The last major permanent gallery 
section addition

Hub City



In house 
exhibit 
from our 
collection 
and items 
from the 
public and 
the
Nanaimo
Community
Archives

"Maps o f  the 
T-farhour Cifa

w w

FEATURE EXHIBIT:
January 22 - March  22

Feature Exhibit Gallery Major Sponsor

Nanaimo Museum
lnfo@rianalmomuseum.ca
wv/w.nanalmomuseuraca

100 Museum Way
In ihc Vjnccuvei liland Confmcnc* Centra

C n T  « * ' S ’A N A IM C BKI1 ISM 
COLOMBIA

mailto:lnfo@rianalmomuseum.ca


New
partnership 
with the 
Departure 
Bay
Community
Association o p a r t u t * '  

' B«y

1 A p r i l  23  3 : 0 0 p m
D eparture Bay in th e  1880s 

Presen te r  Lynne Bowen



A new exhibit partnership with the VI 
Multicultural Society and Immigrant

Center

Feature Exhibit

First Im pressions
First Experiences 
as a Newcom er

Expenencea newcomers 
Day 1 in Canada 
through stories, archival 
images and artv/orks

' til-;, in" -i M,.

RBC F o u n d a t io n  
RBC f o n d a t i o n

CANADA: 
DAY 1

June 2 to 
September 1

Canada



Collaborations...a partial list
• Snuneymuxw First Nation
• Geraldine Manson, VIU Elder in 

Residence
• Nanaimo Community Archives
• Dept, of Culture & Heritage
• Nanaimo Art Gallery
• Serious Coffee
• The Good Family
• DNBIA
• Tourism Nanaimo
• NEDC
• Nanaimo Port Authority
• VI Multicultural Society
• Tourism Nanaimo
• Mid Island Museums Group
• VI Military Museum
• Wilf Hatch
• Port Theatre
• Imogene Lim, VIU Anthropology Dept.

Dept. Bay Neighborhood Assoc.
BCMA
CMA
Vancouver Art Gallery 
Military Museums of Calgary 
VIU International Students 
Retired Teachers Association 
Gabriola Island Museum 
Ivan Sayers
Julia's Ladies Fashions 
Great Canadian Casino 
St. Jeans Cannery 
VIU Elder College 
Nanaimo Arts Council 
Ladysmith Historical Society 
Qualicum Beach Museum 
University of Victoria



H onouring th e  N anaim o Sports Hall o f Fame 2 0 1 5  Inductees

Wayne Bianchin Fred Fulla
Athlete - Hockey Athlete - Lacrosse

Dr. Ed Johnson 
Builder

Harry Manson 
Pioneer

PAST INDUCTEES PAST INDUCTEES Continued
1914 N o rth  field  V io lets P io n e e r  -  S o cce r 

1923 Nanaim o FC W anderers P ioneer-S occer 

1956IWA Nanaim o Tim berm en Team -  Lacrosse 
G erald  K ozanow ski O ly m p ian  1984 8< 1988 

A th le te  -  B asketball 
Phil O lsen  O ly m p ian  197 6  A t h l e t e - Javelin  
B renda Taylor O ly m p ian  1988&  1992 

A th le te  -  Row ing 

Larry T h o m a s  M edia 
H ugh (R ed)T hom son Olym pian 1936 

P ioneer -  Mile R unner 

F, E lw ood W ylie B uilder 

H arry R .W ipper B uilder 
A ngie D o b ie  (Radonovich) A th lete - Basketball 

M ichael E d g so n  A th le te  - Sw im m ing  

Bill E nglish  B uilder 

Lloyd G ilm our B u ild e r-O ffic ia l 

D on M acR ae R in k T e a m -C u rlin g  
Jo h n  S an d  la n d  P io n e e r  (A th lete)

Ray Telford A th le te  -  Soccer

D oug las W h ite  A th le te  - L acrosse, F ootball

Nanaimo Museum Board
J o h n  M a n n in g  - P re s id e n t 

Ed Y ew chin • V .P iesiden t 
Eveline O 'R o u rk e  - S ecre tary  
D o u g las  P e te rso n  -  T re asu re r 

D irec to rs - B runo D rag an l, R ob F le tcher, 
M oira Jen k in s , Shirley  L ance, Dr.Ralph 

N ilson, P au la  W a ata in cn

A n g e la  C h a lm ers  A th le te  - Track & Field 

M ichael R hode M edia 
Frank C ran e  B uilder 

Leo M argolis B uilder 
R ed C arr B uilder 

Barry P e d e rso n  A th le te -H o c k e y  

1983  M alasp in a  M arine rs T eam  - S o cce r 

E rn e s t E d m u n d s  A th le te  -  S o ccer 
M ichelle  Stilw ell P ara ly m p ian  2000 -2 0 0 8  

A th le te  - B asketba ll & R acing 
A lan  Hill A th le te  -  H ockey  

L arry M cN ab b  B uilder 

D on A sh b e e  A th le te -L a c ro s s e  

Allison F orsy th  A th le te  - Skiing 

J im  G old  B uilder

M a r y lh o m a s s o n  (Frizzell) P io n e er 
G e n e  C arr A th le te  - H ockey  
S u san  Reid A th le te  -  Field H ockey 

M a rg a re t Fuller Rink - T eam  

Les V arro  - Builder

Sports Hall of Fame Committee
J o h n  M an n in g  -  C hair

Tom  Hickey, Shirley Lance, Ian T h o rp e , E leanor
W hyte

Selection Panel
D eryck  C ow ling , Les M albon , Jo h n
M an n in g , D o n n  Sherry , Ian T h o rp e ,

E leanor W hyte

N A N A I M O  M U S E U M
P ort o f  N an a im o  C o ttr« , 100 W uiflum W a^, N ana im o , 8C. V9R SJ8 

w w w .n a n a lm o m u se u m .ca  | ad m ln tp n a n a lm o m u se u m .ca

http://www.nanalmomuseum.ca


T H E  ROYAL CANADIftH
A IR  F O R C E  IN T M  FAHM ST

Canadians in the Pacific in WW2
September 12 - November 15
A travelling exhibition from  
The M ilitary M useum s i n Calgary s„ LnARY
Museum Open November 111,‘
11:30am- 1:30pm



in conjunction with the K-2 school program
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Cruise Ships
• The Museum welcomes 400=500 visitors 

when a cruise ship spends the day in 
Nanaimo

• Gift Shop sales range from $1500 - $2000
• The cannon is busy
• Thanks to Nanaimo Port Authority and 

Tourism Nanaimo for promoting the 
Museum



A few events in the 
gallery



JuCy & August

•Chinatown Drop-In Program (Ages 5-12) 
Wednesdays, 1:30pm - 3:30pm

• Bastion Tours (94 Front St.)
Thursdays & Saturdays/!2:00pm-12:45pm

• Vikings Drop-In Program (Ages 5-12) 
Fridays, 1:30pm - 3:30pm

• Wellington Cemetery Tours
July 16th & August 20th 10:00am - 10:45pm
*Cost is $10 & pre-registration is required

• Bastion Opening & Museum Open Daily 
May 15th - The Bastion and Museum will 
be open daily - cannon firings at noon!
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Coming events

•  Feature Exhibit - A Terrible Beauty: Edward 
Burtynsky in Dialogue with Emily Carr 
Sep 4 - Nov 23 Mon-Sat 10:00am - 5:00pm

• My 1 st Museum Visit - Toddler Program 
Sep 29, Oct 27 & Nov 2 4 10:00am - 12:00pm

• Nanaimo Museum Lantern Tours 
October 16,23 & 30 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Cost: $15 and pre-registration is required. Please call 250-753-1821 to  register

• Brother XII Guided Tours
October 14,21 & 28 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Cost: $10 and pre-registration is required. Please call 250-753-1821 to register

• Visit th e  H aunted Coal Mine 
October 24 - 31 10:00am - 5:00pm

• Bastion Closes & Off-Season Hours Begin 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10:00am - 5:00pm
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programs.



Another in house exhibit with 
Nanaimo Museum and 
Nanaimo Community Archives 
collection items that will 
become a book.

FEBRUARY 2 - MAY 1

Red Lights Presentation 
February 1 1 ,1 :30 pm
C ost is $10  - P re -R eg is tra tio n  R equ ired



2 Ivan Sayers presentations sold 
out and 2 more added which sold 
out as well!

r

A pair of Lauren 
Bacalls shoes!

THE TRANSFORMATION OF WOMEN’S^ASHION  
IN THE 1940s & 1950s

May 15 - August 23

Curator Ivan. Sayers 
Presentation. 2pm - 4pm 
May 26th & Dune 9th
'C o s t  $10 fi p re-reg istra tion  is required*

Julias
I HANK YOU TO IHLIAS LAITIES CLOTHING 

vkw vi.juliajladte 'cblh ng.ca

F e a tu re  Exhibit S p o n so r

Quest Curators: 
Ivan Sayers & 
Claus Dahnhe
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Future Feature Exhibits

2 0 1 5 /2 0 1 6

• A Terrible Beauty: Edward 
Burtynsky in Dialogue with 
Emily Carr

From Vancouver Art Gallery
• Christmas in the Golden Age 

of Radio
• Characters, Con Men & 

Celebrities
• The Story Behind the Artifact

2 0 1 6 /2 0 1 7

• Voices from the Engraver 
From Bank of Canada Museum
• Capturing Christmas
• Nanaimo's Response to Vimy 

Ridge (100th Anniversary)
• Lawren Harris
From Vancouver Art Gallery 

with the Nanaimo Art Gallery
• 1970 s Disco Christmas
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nterpretation Curator Aimee Greenaway in Victoria for the launch of the Chinese 
Canadian Artifacts Inventory Pilot Project Canadian -  Nanaimo Musuem and 

Cumberland Museum and Archives Chinese Collections chosen to launch the project.
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