
AGENDA 
NANAIMO CULTURE AND HERITAGE COMMISSION 

MEETING TO BE HELD WEDNESDAY, 2016-FEB-03 AT 4:30 PM 
IN THE BOARD ROOM OF THE SERVICE & RESOURCE CENTRE (411 DUNSMUIR STREET) 

 
 

CHAIR: DIANA JOHNSTONE 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 

 

2. INTRODUCTION OF LATE ITEMS: 
 

 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

(Motion required to adopt agenda.) 
 

 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 
 
(a) Minutes of the Nanaimo Culture and Heritage Commission Meeting 

held Wednesday, 2016-JAN-06 at 4:30 pm in the Service and 
Resource Centre Board Room. 

 
(Motion required to adopt minutes.) 

 
(b) Minutes of the Special Open Culture and Heritage Grant Appeal 

Meeting held Wednesday, 2016-JAN-20 at 1:00 pm in the Service and 
Resource Centre Board Room. 
 

(Motion required to adopt minutes.) 
 

 
 
Pg. 1-5 
 
 
 
 
Pg. 6-8 
 
 
 

5. PRESENTATIONS: 
 

(a) Overview of Top 7 At-Risk Heritage Buildings 
by C. Sholberg, Culture & Heritage Planner 
 

(Motion required to receive presentation.) 
 

 
 
Pg. 9-18 

6. CHAIR’S REPORT:  
 
(Motion required to receive report.) 
 

 

7. REPORTS OF ADVISORY BODIES & PARTNERS:  
 
(a) Design Advisory Panel  
(b) Grants Advisory Committee  
(c) Nanaimo Community Archives Society – n/a. 
(d) Port Theatre – December 2015. 
(e) Nanaimo Art Gallery – December 2015 / January 2016. 
(f) Nanaimo District Museum – December 2015 / January 2016. 
(g) Harbour City Theatre – December 2015 / January 2016. 

 
(Motion required to receive reports.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Verbal 
Verbal 
n/a 
Pg. 19-21 
Pg. 22-24 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 26-27 
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8. REPORTS OF WORKING GROUPS: 
 
(a) Culture and Heritage Awards Working Group 
 

 
 

9. STAFF REPORTS:  
 

(a) Heritage Facade Grant Application – 426 Fitzwilliam Street  
by C. Sholberg, Culture & Heritage Planner 

 
Staff Recommendation:  That the Culture & Heritage Commission 
recommend that Council approve a $20,000 heritage façade grant for 
the exterior rehabilitation of  the Angell’s Trading building (located at 
426 Fitzwilliam Street), subject to the conditions specified in the report. 
         

(Motion required to approve recommendation.) 
 
(b) Activity Update (January 2016)  

by C. Barfoot, Culture & Heritage Coordinator.  
 

Staff Recommendation:  That the report be received as information. 
         

(Motion required to receive report.) 
 

(c) Activity Update (January 2016) 
by C. Sholberg, Culture & Heritage Planner. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  That the report be received as information. 
 

(Motion required to receive report.) 
 

 
 
 
Pg. 28-36 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pg. 37-59 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pg. 60-65 

10.      CORRESPONDENCE:  (not related to a report to the Commission) 
 

(a) Letter (2016-JAN-11): to C. Beaton, Nanaimo Aboriginal Centre – 
Culture & Heritage Commission Motion: Indigenous Peoples Place of 
Culture. 

(b) Press Release (2016-JAN-19): Nanaimo Museum Feature Exhibit: 
Characters, Con Men & Celebrities (February 6 to April 2). 

(c) Council Report (2016-JAN-25): 2016 Culture & Heritage Grant – 
Nanaimo African Heritage Society. 

(d) Letter (2016-JAN-26) from Councillors from Nanaimo African Heritage 
Society – Grant Appeal. 

(e) Press Release (2016-JAN-25): Council Approves Temporary Public Art 
for 2016. 

(f) Press Release (2016-JAN-28): 2016 Culture & Heritage Award 
Recipients Announced. 

(g) Notice (2016-FEB-13): VIU’s Saturday Speaker: Great Trek of the 
North West Mounted Police. 

(h) Notice (2016-FEB-17): Invitation to Annual Heritage Summit – 
Characters, Con Men & Celebrities 

(i) Notice (2016-MAR-05): Invitation to City’s Immigrant Welcome 
Reception. 
 

(Motion required to receive correspondence.) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Pg. 66 
 
Pg.67 
 
Pg. 68-80 
 
Pg. 81-82 
 
Pg. 83 
 
Pg. 84 
 
Pg. 85 
 
Pg. 86-87 
 
Pg. 88 
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11. NOTICE OF MOTION: 
 

 

12. OTHER BUSINESS:   
 

(a) At the 2016-JAN-06 Culture and Heritage Commission Meeting, 
M. Robinson advised they would be bringing forward the following Motion 
for consideration at the 2016-FEB-03 meeting: 
 
“That the Culture and Heritage Commission send a letter to the owners of 
Harewood School (505 Howard Avenue) to inform them that the 
Commission respectfully regrets their decision to demolish the registered 
heritage building.” 

 
(Motion required to second motion prior to discussion.) 
 
(Motion required to approve motion.) 

 

 
 

13. DELEGATIONS (not related to a Report to the Commission): (10 MINUTES) 
 

(Motion required to receive delegation.) 
 

 

14. QUESTION PERIOD:   
 

(Agenda items only.) 
 

 

15. NEXT MEETING: 
 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for 4:30 pm on Wednesday, 
2016-MAR-02 at 4:30 pm in the Board Room, of the Service & Resource 
Centre (411 Dunsmuir Street).   
 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

(Motion required to adjourn the meeting.) 
 

 

File:  0360-20-C02 
G:\Meetings - Nanaimo Culture & Heritage Commission (Feb 2015 - Present)\-02 Agendas & Minutes\Agendas\CHC160203A.doc 
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City of Nanaimo 

 

REPORT TO THE  
CULTURE AND HERITAGE COMMISSION 

 
 

DATE OF MEETING: 2016-FEB-03 
 
AUTHORED BY: CHRIS SHOLBERG, CULTURE / HERITAGE PLANNER 

CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 
 
SUBJECT:   HERITAGE FACADE GRANT APPLICATION – 426 FITZWILLIAM 

STREET 
 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To seek the Commission’s recommendation to Council to approve a heritage facade grant for 
the Angell’s Trading building (426 Fitzwilliam Street). 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Culture and Heritage Commission recommend that Council approve a $20,000 
heritage facade grant for the exterior rehabilitation of the Angell’s Trading building, located at 
426 Fitzwilliam Street, subject to the conditions specified in this report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A heritage facade grant application has been submitted by the owner (KGZ Development Corp) 
for the Angell’s Trading building (426 Fitzwilliam Street) to rehabilitate the building’s exterior.  
Under the facade program parameters, the project is eligible for a grant up to $20,000 in value.  
The Angell’s Trading building is currently on the City’s Heritage Register, and is listed as a 
significant heritage building in the Downtown Heritage Conservation Area as contained in the 
City’s Official Community Plan (see Schedule A for the building’s historical value statement). 
 
The Heritage Facade Improvement Grant Program was created by Council in 2003 as part of 
the City’s Downtown Revitalization Strategy.  The program is designed to provide financial 
incentives to encourage rehabilitation and enhancement of heritage buildings located in the 
City’s downtown core, enliven the streetscape, create a more attractive environment for visitors 
and tenants, and stimulate investment in the area. The program has been successful at 
leveraging private investment toward rehabilitating and enhancing the exteriors of historic 
buildings located in the downtown core. 
 
Facade grants are available yearly on a first-come, first-served basis. to significant heritage 
buildings listed in the Downtown Heritage Conservation Area, as outlined in the City’s Official 
Community Plan.  The 2016 grant program budget is $20,000.  Each grant covers up to 50% of 
a project cost, to a maximum of $10,000 per building side facing onto a street.  To date, 
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$288,840.42 has been paid out under the grant program for 31 exterior building facade 
improvements leveraging $7,044,103.60 in private investment. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
The Culture and Heritage Commission has the following options with respect to the heritage 
facade grant application submitted by KGZ Development Corp: 
 

1) Recommend that Council approve a $20,000 heritage facade grant for the exterior 
rehabilitation of the Angell’s Trading building, located at 426 Fitzwilliam Street, subject to 
the conditions specified in this report; 

2) Recommend that Council approve a heritage facade grant for an amount less than 
$20,000  for the exterior rehabilitation of the Angell’s Trading building, located at 426 
Fitzwilliam Street, subject to the conditions specified in this report; 

3) Deny the grant application. 
 
KGZ Development Corp. is proposing to rehabilitate the building’s exterior by replacing the 
deteriorated wooden siding located on the Fitzwilliam and Richards Street facades with a 
hardiplank (wood blend) siding replicating the existing siding’s shape and course pattern, 
replacing the deteriorated wood windows located on the Richards Street facade with wood 
frame vinyl inserts, adding new exterior lighting along the wall on Richard’s Street, and 
repainting the entire building exterior in a suitable heritage colour scheme. 
 
Photos of the condition of the existing building exterior can be viewed in Schedule B, while the 
proposed colour palette and scheme can be viewed in Schedule C.  
 
The proposed alterations are intended to repair, refresh and enliven the appearance of the 
building to enhance its commercial viability, while still respecting the City’s heritage guidelines. 

 
The total estimated project cost is $70,412.28 (excluding gst).  Therefore, the project is eligible 
for up to $20,000 in grant assistance based on the 50/50 cost sharing model specified under the 
program, and the maximum facade allotment of $10,000 per street frontage.  In this case, the 
property faces onto two separate street frontages. 
 
It should be noted that the property did receive a previous facade grant in 2005 totalling $4,031 
for recovering the awning facing onto Fitzwilliam Street and repainting the building.  Under the 
parameters of the Facade Grant Program, a previous grant does not preclude the property 
owner from applying and receiving additional funding support. 
 
Staff have reviewed and evaluated the grant application and note that it satisfies the relevant 
requirements and objectives of the Facade Grant Program.  The proposal is also consistent with 
the City’s Downtown Heritage Building Design Guidelines with respect to exterior building 
colour. 
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Should the Commission recommend approval to Council, the following conditions will also apply 
as specified under the program: 
 

• The project must be fully completed prior to payment of the grant. 
 

• The owner must agree to register a Heritage Conservation Covenant on the property title 
for a five year term prohibiting demolition or alteration of the building, unless the City 
approves these actions. 

 
• Work must be substantially underway within six months of grant approval and completed 

within one year. 
 

• Work must be of good quality, meet appropriate building/fire codes or approved 
equivalent, comply with existing bylaws, be conducted in accordance with a valid 
building permit (if applicable), and pass municipal inspections. 

 
• Works is subject to inspection.  If, during the course of the project, it is determined that 

the work fails to adhere to the program guidelines, then the award of the grant, in whole 
or in part, may be rescinded. 

 
• Signage crediting the City’s funding will be provided and must be displayed for a 

mutually agreeable period not to exceed three months after the project is completed.  
Grant recipients may be asked to participate in other promotional efforts as appropriate. 

 
• The applicant shall not involve the City of Nanaimo in any legal action between him/her 

and any contractors, estimators, employees, workers or agents arising from or out of the 
facade improvement project. 

 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
Budget 
 
The Heritage Facade Grant Program currently has a $20,000 annual budget.  If the subject 
application is approved, no further applications can be considered in 2016. 
 
Strategic Priorities 
 
The Heritage Facade Grant Program furthers the goals of the Economic Health (financial 
prosperity) and Cultural Vitality (Creativity, Diversity, Heritage and Innovation) pillars of the 
2012-2015 Corporate Strategic Plan, as well as the conservation objectives of the City’s 
Heritage Conservation Program and Downtown Revitalization initiative. 
 
SUMMARY POINTS 
 

• KGZ Development Corp has applied for a $20,000 Heritage Facade Grant to rehabilitate 
the exterior of the Angell’s Trading building located at 426 Fitzwilliam Street. 

• The total estimated project cost is $70,412.28 (excluding gst). 
• The grant application satisfies the relevant requirements and objectives of the Heritage 

Facade Grant Program, and is also consistent with the City’s Downtown Heritage 
Building Design Guidelines with respect to exterior building colour. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
SCHEDULE A – ANGELL’S TRADING BUILDING HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE  
SCHEDULE B – EXISTING SIDING AND EXTERIOR PAINT CONDITION 
SCHEDULE C – PROPOSED PAINT COLOUR PALETTE AND PAINT SCHEME 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Chris Sholberg 
CULTURE / HERITAGE PLANNER 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 

Concurrence by: 
 
 
 
Suzanne Samborski 
SENIOR MANAGER 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 

 
Drafted: 2015-MAY-26 
File:  Prospero CIC00060 (S&W Apartments) 
G:\Admin - Council Reports\2015\CHCRPTDraft - HeritageFacadeGrantApp_426 Fitzwilliam Street.docx 
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SCHEDULE A 
 
 

ANGELL’S TRADING BUILDING HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Built in 1926, the Angell’s Trading building represents the style of the majority of commercial 
buildings constructed during the interwar period in Nanaimo.  A simple, functional building, it 
takes full advantage of its sloped site to bring light into the exposed basement and 
accommodate loading facilities at the rear.  The oversized front windows designed to showcase 
merchandise further emphasize the building’s functional quality. 
 
The Angell’s Trading building is significant because of its association with prominent local 
contractor and designer Alexander Forrester.  Typical of many men of his time, Forrester, in 
addition to his busy construction business, was very active in civic affairs, serving both as 
alderman and school trustee for many years.  Forrester was born in Kingskettle Fifeshire, 
Scotland, and came to the city in 1891.  
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SCHEDULE B 
 

EXISTING SIDING AND EXTERIOR PAINT CONDITION 
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SCHEDULE C 

 
PROPOSED PAINT COLOUR PALETTE AND PAINT SCHEME 
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City of Nanaimo 

 
REPORT TO THE 

CULTURE AND HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

DATE OF MEETING:   2016-FEB-03 
 
AUTHORED BY:  CHRIS BARFOOT, CULTURE & HERITAGE COORDINATOR 
 CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 
 
RE: ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 2016 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the information be received as presented. 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To provide an update to the Nanaimo Culture and Heritage Commission. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES: 
 
2016 Culture & Heritage Grants: 
 

• The Commission’s 2016 Project and Operating grant recommendations were sent to 
Council for approval on 2016-JAN-18 (excluding the appeal) and were approved. 
 

• One (1) appeal was submitted by the Nanaimo African Heritage Society.  
 

• On 2016-JAN-20, the Culture and Heritage Grant Appeal Committee (consisting of 
three (3) members of the Grants Advisory Committee and two (2) members of the 
Nanaimo Culture and Heritage Commission) met to hear the appeal and make a 
recommendation.  The following motion was made:  It was moved and seconded that 
the Culture & Heritage Grant Appeal deny the Nanaimo African Heritage Society’s 
appeal based on the Appeal Criteria, and recommend that the original amount of 
$3,400 be put forward for Council approval.  The motion carried unanimously. 
  

• A report outlining the Appeal Committee’s recommendation was sent to Council on 
2016-JAN-25 for final approval.  Council approved the Culture and Heritage Grant 
Appeal Committee’s recommendation that Council approve the Nanaimo African 
Heritage Society’s 2016 Culture and Heritage Project Grant of $3,400. 
 

• All cheque payments have been issued. 
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Instagram & Social Media:  

 
 
 

 
As of 2015-DEC-11, the Culture and Heritage 
Department has: 
 
302  (+17)  Instagram followers     
148  (+12) Ghost followers 
241 (+3) Photos 
3194 (+143)  Likes 
21   (+1.4) Average likes per photo 
 
Follow us at  
www.instagram.com/cultureandheritage 
 
 
 
Poet Laureate:   
 
Each year the Poet Laureate develops a list of initiatives they wish to complete for the year.  In 
2016 these projects will include; the Poetry Map, Poetry on Buses and a high school poetry 
contest.  For more information on the many initiatives and upcoming events for Nanaimo’s Poet 
Laureate, visit www.nanaimo.ca/goto/poetry.  
 

• 2016 Schedule: 
 

MARCH 
o Reading @ Immigrant Welcome Ceremony (March 5) 
o Workshop @ Vancouver Island University 

APRIL  
o Reading @ Mayor's City Poetry Challenge 
o Reading @ Culture & Heritage Awards Ceremony 
o 23rd Launch of Library Anthology 
o Chamber Music Festival 
o Island of the Arts Workshop 

 
• Poetry Map:   

A Call for Poetry was released on 2015-NOV-27.  There are currently 11 poems on the 
Nanaimo Poetry Map with one added each month. 
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• Poetry on Buses: 
The idea for this project was inspired by Naomi Beth 
Wakan, Poet Laureate.  The concept is to have up to 
three (3) poems displayed on all 49 public buses in 
Nanaimo.  The City of Nanaimo, Regional District of 
Nanaimo Transit Authority and the Vancouver Island 
Regional Library will be partnering on this project.   
 
A “Call for Poetry” was presented to the public on 
2016-JAN-22 with the theme “Riding the Bus”.  The 
goal is to collect 50-100 short poems (50 words or 
less) consisting of 3-5 lines.  The poems may also be 
collected and published in an anthology of poetry from 
the project using new technology at the VIRL 
downtown branch.  
 
This program will be “rolled” out in the middle to the 
end of February and an event-type launch in April to 
celebrate Poetry Month (hosted by the VIRL 
Downtown Branch). 
 
 
 

• Call for New Poet Laureate & Youth Poet Laureate: 
Naomi Beth Wakan is now in her third and final term as Nanaimo’s Poet Laureate 
(2013-2016).  A call for expression of interest will be released in April for National Poetry 
Month with the winner announced in November at Ms. Wakan’s wrap-up celebration.  
Staff is currently working on a legacy project which will highlight a poem from the 
outgoing Poet Laureate celebrating their term as Nanaimo’s Poet Laureate. 

 
An expression of interest call for a Youth Poet Laureate will be added to the call for 
2017. The Youth Poet Laureate will seek to give the community access to strong youth 
voices.  

 
 

Public Art:   
 

• CALL FOR ARTISTS NO. 1677 for 2016 Temporary Public Art: 
A “Call for Artists” was issued on 2015-SEP-10.  The process was open to all artists 
within British Columbia and across Canada to enter a submission.   The City received a 
total of 21 artists submitting their proposals, with a total of 39 different projects.  There is 
even representation of both local and artists from across Canada. 
 
All proposals were reviewed by the Art in Public Places Working Group, with selections 
for the 2016 season based on category, suitability and overall program budget and 
approved by the Commission on 2016-JAN-06.  On 2016-JAN-18, the recommendations 
were approved by Council.   
 
The successful artists have been contacted by staff.  The 2016 projects will be installed 
by 2016-MAY-13 (during Public Art Week) and opened to the public with the release of 
the 2016 Temporary Public Art brochure following shortly after.  
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• CALL FOR ARTISTS NO. 1699 for 2016/17 Street Banner Designs: 

A “Call for Artists” was issued on 2015-NOV-17 for amateur and professional artists and 
graphic designers to enter a competition for the design of community street banners to 
be installed on lamp posts on major streets throughout the City of Nanaimo in the 
summer of 2016/17. 

 
The competition closed on 
2016-JAN-08 with a total of 12 
submissions received.   
 
This year’s theme: “Culture in 
Horticulture”.(local Flora- is the plant 
life occurring in a particular region or 
time, generally the naturally occurring 
or indigenous—native plant life. 
Sometimes bacteria and fungi are also 
referred to as flora.) 
 
Patrick Belanger was the successful 
artist for the 2016/2017 Street 
Banner Competition (See 
Attachment A for full submission). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS: 
 
 

2016 Culture and Heritage Awards: 
 
The call for 2016 Culture & Heritage Award nominations closed on 2015-NOV-17.  A total of 
thirteen (13) nominations were received in four categories: the Excellence in Culture, Honour in 
Culture, Emerging Cultural Leader and the John Thomson Heritage Memorial Award. 
 
The Culture & Heritage Awards Working Group reviewed all nominations received for the 
various award categories and met to make their recommendations.  On 2016-JAN-14, Council 
approved the following recipients: 
 

• Excellence in Culture – Ms. Susan Juby 
• Honour in Culture – Ms. Debbie Trueman 
• Emerging Cultural Leader – Mr. John Hofman 
• John Thomson Heritage Memorial – Mr. John Hofman 

 
All nominators and successful recipients have been notified.  Staff has begun making 
arrangements for video and photo shoots. 
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• 2016 Culture and Heritage Awards Ceremony (2015-APR-13):  
The 2016 ceremony will be themed around Nanaimo’s Future with much of the 
entertainment being youth performances.  Performances will include those from 
Snuneymuxw, Vibe Dance, Brigadoon Dance Academy and music from the Wellington 
Jazz. The 2016 ceremony will be hosted by Kait Burgan of SHAW television.  Dance 
trios will consist of the Snuneymuxw Youth Dance, Vibrant Dance Studios, Brigadoon 
Dance Academy and performances choreographed by Mike McInnes.  

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
 
Beginning 2016-FEB-15, I will be beginning the Indigenous Training Core Certificate program.  
Core ICS Training is intended for non-health professionals working in organizations such as 
justice, policing, child and family services, education, business, and government.  Learning will 
be self-paced over a 6-week window to complete. At the end of the training, I will receive a Core 
ICS certificate. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Chris Barfoot 
CULTURE & HERITAGE COORDINATOR 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 

Concurrence by: 
 
 
 
Suzanne Samborski 
SENIOR MANAGER 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 

 
File: 0360-20-C02 
G:\COMMISSION\Staff Update Reports\RPTChrisBarfootMonthly 
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City of Nanaimo 
 

REPORT TO THE 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE COMMISSION 

 
DATE OF MEETING:   2016-FEB-03 
 
AUTHORED BY:  CHRIS SHOLBERG, CULTURE & HERITAGE PLANNER 
 CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 
 
RE: ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 2016 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
To receive the information as presented. 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To provide an update to the Nanaimo Culture and Heritage Commission. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES: 
 
Heritage Interpretive Signs: 
 

• Newcastle Pioneers – working to develop a sign that incorporates Newcastle Heritage 
Walk brochure content as well as brief biographical information on notable early 
residents, including Victor Harrison (connected with 215 Newcastle Avenue) who was a 
local lawyer and mayor of Nanaimo.  Finalizing draft.  Preparing for sign manufacture. 

 
• Wellington Pioneers/Jimmy Claxton (Early Black American baseball player born in 

Wellington) – Interpretive Sign for placement (Design and installation) – working to 
develop, in partnership with Wellington Neighbourhood Association and Nanaimo African 
Heritage Society, a sign that will provide information on the history of the Wellington 
Area, plus a special section on Jimmy Claxton and a few other notable Wellington 
residents.  Working on draft with Community Archives, NAHS and Wellington 
Neighbourhood Association. 
 

• Westwood Lake Heritage Interpretive Sign (Design and installation) – working in 
partnerships with descendents of the Westwood family and the City’s Parks, Rec & 
Environment Department, the sign will provide information on Westwood Lake park, its 
connection to the Westwood family, and the early settlement of Nanaimo.  Currently 
gathering historical information to prepare initial draft. 

 
Heritage Conservation Program Review and Update: 
 
The Heritage Conservation Program Review and Update has commenced.  The following key 
public engagement events have been completed to date: 
 
• SEPTEMBER 15 - Public Open House from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm (drop-in) at the Nanaimo 

Museum. Drop-in, ask questions, review the display boards and learn about the City's current 
heritage program, objectives of the update, and further opportunities for input.  About 30 
people attended. (Completed). 
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• SEPTEMBER 26 - Mines & Yours: Honouring Heritage in Nanaimo (Pecha Kucha Night 
Nanaimo Vol. 2) from 7:30 pm to 10:00 pm at the Port Theatre. Facilitated by the Nanaimo 
Design Nerds.  Close to 100 people attended.  (Completed). 

• OCTOBER 15 – Identifying Heritage Values Workshop – Facilitated by Heritage BC, 1-4:30 
p.m. at the Vancouver Island Conference Centre (Nanaimo River Room) – 26 people 
participated.  (Completed). 

• OCTOBER 15 - Heritage Basics Presentation - Facilitated by Heritage BC, 7-9 p.m. at the 
Museum.  Around 20 people attended.  (Completed) 

 
Currently working on stakeholder interviews, with intent to complete interviews by March, 2016, 
followed by summary report to Council by June, 2016 at latest. 
 
The deadline for completing the online survey questions posted in September has been 
extended and the survey will be accessible to the public through to February, 2016.  The survey 
questions can be accessed at this weblink: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KS7CS9L.  
 
EVENTS: 
 
2016 Heritage Summit 
 
The 2016 Heritage Summit is scheduled for 2016-Feb-17, from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Nanaimo 
Museum (100 Museum Way).  Similar in format to past Summits, the event will be separated 
into two parts.  The first part will feature a presentation by Ms. Aimee Greenaway (Nanaimo 
Museum Interpretation Curator) on the Museum’s newest exhibit “Characters, Con Men & 
Celebrities”, a look at some of the fascinating people from Nanaimo’s past.  I will also provide a 
short update on our Heritage Conservation Program Review & Update project. 
 
The remainder of the evening will be devoted to a roundtable discussion between culture and 
heritage organizations in attendance.  Each group will have up to 5 minutes to share information 
about their mandate, recent accomplishments and upcoming projects. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  
 
Heritage Façade Grants:   
 

See attached grant program summary.  A new application for exterior rehabilitation to the 
Angell’s Trading building at 426 Fitzwilliam Street received and prepared for Commission 
consideration (see separate report). 
 
Heritage Home Grants:   
 

See attached grant program summary.  One project approved and in process at 320 Machleary 
Street. 
 
Heritage Tax Exemption Program: 
 

See attached tax exemption program summary.  Currently, no active tax exemption 
applications. 
 
OTHER: 
 
Morden Mine Update – The Friends of the Morden Mine are currently working to put a small 
memorial on site.  New board was elected in mid-November, and advocacy for rehab of the 
Morden Mine site will continue under the new board.  This represents a change in direction from 
the original intent to wind down the activities of FOMM and disband the group. 
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Harewood School Demolition – A demolition permit for Harewood School (505 Howard 
Avenue) has been issued.  It is anticipated that the School District will proceed with actual 
demolition in March.  The school is currently listed on the City’s Heritage Register, but does not 
have protected status. 
 

 
 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Chris Sholberg 
CULTURE / HERITAGE PLANNER 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 

Concurrence by: 
 
 
 
Suzanne Samborski 
SENIOR MANAGER 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 

 
File: 0360-20-C02 
G:\COMMISSION\Staff Update Reports\RPT140604ChrisSholbergMonthly_2016-02 
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Heritage Façade Grants Paid or Committed (as of 2015-Nov-25): 
 

Location Amount Private Investment 
(Total Project Expenditure) 

Status Year 

     
1. Free Press Building  (223 Commercial Street) $5,100 $10,200 Paid 2003 
2. Modern Café  (221 Commercial Street) $5,400 $10,800 Paid 2003 
3. Old Fire Hall (#2 – 34 Nicol Street) $7,366 $16,088.78 Paid 2003 
4. Hall Block  (37 Commercial Street) $1,770 $3,540 Paid 2003 
5. S&W Apartment  (403 Fitzwilliam Street) $10,000 $41,152.20 Paid 2004 
6. Rawlinson and Glaholm Grocers  (437 Fitzwilliam Street) $6,839 $14,161.78 Paid 2004 
7. Earl Block (Grassicks)  (2 Church Street) $10,000 $22,737.88 Paid 2004 
8. B.C. Telephone Exchange  (70 Bastion Street) $1,180 $2,360 Paid 2004 
9. B.C. Hydro Building  (13 Commercial Street) n/a  ($1,500) n/a Application 

Withdrawn 
2004 

10. A.R. Johnstone Block   (174 Commercial Street) $7,661 $15,322.67 Paid 2004 
11. Commercial Hotel   (121 Bastion Street) $12,063 $304,364.95 Paid 2004 
12. Angell’s Trading   (426 Fitzwilliam Street) $4,031 $8,062 Paid 2005 
13. Dakin Block   (93-97 Commercial Street) $8,516 $19,867.80 Paid 2005 
14. Halse Block   (200-206 Commercial Street) $1,980 $3,960 Paid 2005 
15. Gusola Block   (120 Commercial Street) $20,000 $1,189,965.49 Paid 2006 
16. Mitchell Market   (411 Fitzwilliam Street) $10,000 $48,795.84 Paid 2006 
17. Merchants Bank   (499 Wallace Street) n/a ($20,000) n/a ($66,500) Committed – did 

not proceed 
2006 (renewed 
for 2008) 

18. Great National Land Building   (17 Church Street) $1,719 $3,437.69 Paid 2006 
19. Brumpton Block   (489 Wallace Street) $10,000 $46,384.61 Paid 2006 
20. St. Andrew’s United Church   (315 Fitzwilliam Street) $20,000 $84,477.59 Paid 2007 
21. Ranger’s Shoes  (306-314 Fitzwilliam Street) $10,000 $26,933.28 Paid 2007 
22. Willard Service Station  (291-299 Wallace Street) $20,000 $41,048.69 Paid 2008 
23. Provincial Liquor Store  (25 Cavan Street) $10,544 $21,088 Paid 2009 
24. Modern Café  (221 Commercial Street) $10,000 $70,000 Paid 2009 
25. E&N Railway Station  (321 Selby Street) $10,000 $2,269,566 Paid 2010 
26. Nash Hardware   (19 Commercial Street) $17,000 $47,657.86 Paid 2010/2011 – 

two grant 
phases 

27. Harris House  (375 Franklyn Street) $3,000 $10,290.00 Paid 2010 
28. Palace Hotel  (275 Skinner Street) 
 

$10,000 $47,566.40 Paid 2012 

29. St. Andrew’s United Church (315 Fitzwilliam Street) $10,000 $50,008.00 Paid 2012 

30. Free Press Building (223 Commercial Street) $10,000 $2,436,088.36 Paid 2013 
31. St. Paul’s Anglican Church (100 Chapel Street) $20,000 $260,197.35 Paid 2013 
32. S&W Apartment (403 Fitzwilliam Street) $13,826.17 $27,652.34 Paid 2015 
33. Hall Block (37 Commercial Street) $845.25 $3,843.00 Paid 2015 
Total Grants: $288,840.42 $7,044,103.60   
     
Total Budget for 2003 
Total Budget for 2004 
Total Budget for 2005 
Total Budget for 2006 
Total Budget for 2007 
Total Budget for 2008 
Total Budget for 2009 
Total Budget for 2010 
Total Budget for 2011 
Total Budget for 2012 
Total Budget for 2013 
Total Budget for 2014 
Total Budget for 2015 

($20,000) 
($50,000) 
($20,000) 
($60,000) 
($50,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
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Heritage Home Grants Paid or Committed (as of 2014-Sep-25): 
 

Location Amount Private 
Investment 

Status Year 

     
1. Garland Farm House (467 Eighth Street) $1,600 $3,435.57 Paid – gutter replacement and rear 

façade/deck improvement 
2006 

2. Western Fuel Company House  (#24–715 Farquhar Street) $2,500 $12,987.66 Paid – roof repair 2006 
3. Sullivan Residence (673 Selby Street) $2,500 $8,600 Paid – roof repair 2006 
4. Newbury Farmhouse (678 Second Street) $2,500  Committed – siding repair and 

repaint - canceled 
2006 

5. Dykes Residence (639 Kennedy Street) $2,500  Committed – front porch repair 
completed, but application 
cancelled by new owners 

2006 

6. Newbury Residence (39 Milton Street) $2,500 $5,749.30 Paid – roof repair 2007 
7. Hall-Layer Residence  (115 Machleary Street) $2,500 $7,000 Paid – repaint 2007 
8. Gulliford Residence  (285 Wall Street) $2,500 $6,340.47 Paid - repaint 2007 
9. Van Houten Residence  (185 Mt. Benson Street) $2,500 $7,167.72 Paid – repaint 2007 
10. Wilkinson Residence (305 Kennedy Street) $2,500 $7,500 Paid – fireplace 

repair/reconstruction 
2008 

11. Parrot Residence (411 Machleary Street) $2,500 $6,357.75 Paid – repaint 2008 
12. Sharp Residence (261 Vancouver Avenue) $2,500 $8,550.83 Paid – porch repair/reconstruction 2008 
13. Wells Residence  (904 Wentworth Street) $2,500 $10,400 Paid – roof repair 2008 
14. Spence House (746 Railway Avenue) $2,500 $7,795.98 Paid – repaint 2009 
15. Bird Residence  (461 Vancouver Avenue) $2,500 $8,950 Paid – repaint 2009 
16. Girvin Avenue Residence  (797 Girvin Avenue) $2,500 $6,562.50 Paid – repaint 2009 
17. Newbury Farmhouse (678 Second Street) $2,500 $6,579.14 Paid - Recommitment from 

approval in 2006 – project now 
complete – siding repair and 
repaint 

2009 

18. Garland Farmhouse  (467 Eighth Street) $900 $8,436.50 Paid – roof repair 2010 
19. Harrison Residence (546 Prideaux Street) $2,500 $30,450 Paid – exterior repair and repaint 2010 
20. Isherwood Residence (421 Victoria Road) $2,272.41 $4,651 Paid – porch repair/reconstruction 2011 
21. Victoria Road Residence (413 Victoria Road) $2,500 $8,567.05 Paid – roof repair 2011 
22.  Booth Residence (302 Victoria Road) $2,500 $7,957 Committed – remove vinyl, restore 

wood siding, repaint – Canceled 
(no covenant) 

2011 

23. Land Residence (167 Irwin Street) $2,500 $93,500 Committed - relocate building, 
repair and restore siding – 
Canceled (no covenant) 

2012 

24. McCourt Residence (750 Franklyn Street) $2,500 $10,300 Paid – restore wood siding and 
repaint 

2012 

25. Rowbottom Residence (320 Machleary Street) $1,410.50 $2,821 Committed – front stair and deck 
rehabilitation and upgrade 

2014 

     
Total Grants: $51,182.91 $187,159.47   
     
Total Budget for 2006 
Total Budget for 2007 
Total Budget for 2008 
Total Budget for 2009 
Total Budget for 2010 
Total Budget for 2011 
Total Budget for 2012 
Total Budget for 2013 
Total Budget for 2014 
Total Budget for 2015 

$12,000  
$12,000  
$12,000  
$12,000  
$12,000 
$12,000  
$12,000 
$12,000 
$12,000 
$12,000 
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Downtown Residential Conversion Tax Exemptions Approved (as of 2014-Oct-30): 
 
Property Total Years of 

Property 
Exemption 

Value of Exemption Private Investment 
(Total Project 
Expenditure) 

Commercial Hotel/Painted 
Turtle Guesthouse (121 
Bastion Street) 

5 years 2005-2009: $70,955.26 $304,364.95 

Gusola Block (120 
Commercial Street) 

10 years 2007-2010: $54,064.27 
2011-2016: $85,000.00 (estimate) 

$1,189,965.49 

E&N Train Station (321 Selby 
Street) 

10 years 2013-2022: $300,000.00 (estimate) $2,269,566.00 

Free Press Building (223 
Commercial Street) 

10 years 2015-2024: $350,000.00 (estimate) $2,436,088.36 

Total Exemptions 35 years $860,019.53 $6,199,984.60 
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