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 What is the MoESS? 

 

 Amendment Process for the MoESS 

 

 Proposed Changes 

 

 Next Steps in the Amendment Process 

 

 Future Changes 

 



 The MoESS is contained in the Subdivision 
Control Bylaw, as Schedule ‘A’. 











Major Revisions to 3 out of 14 Sections: 
 

Section 1:  General drafting, record drawing and 
data management standards 

Section 5:  Water Distribution System standards and 
specifications. 

Section 7:  Stormwater management standards and 
specifications. 

Overall goal with the standards – protect the long 
term interests of the community 

 



Water Dist Piping 

Service Connection 

Fire Hydrants 

Water Meters 

Cross Connection Control Program 

Other changes 

 

  





Purpose 

 Provide flood protection 

 Provide Drainage  

 Minimize impacts on the aquatic environment 
that the City has.   

 

Goal:  

 Achieve a balance between protecting property 
from flood hazards and protecting the aquatic 
environment in terms of both water quality and 
quantity.  



2003 

2012 



Pre-development Post-development 

Evaporation 

Transpiration 

Infiltration 

Runoff 





Rainfall as a Resource 

  Fish and other aquatic species 

  Groundwater 

  Water Supply 

  Aesthetic and recreational uses 

 



Rainfall Spectrum 

 

 



Rainfall Spectrum - Approaches 

 

• 75% of Rainfall Light 

Showers 

• 20% of Rainfall Heavy 

Rain 

• 5% of Rainfall Extreme 

Storms 

Retain onsite 

(Capture & 

Infiltrate) 

Control Flow 

(Detention & 

Bypass) 

Flood Risk 

Management 



Why are we making changes? 

 

Plan Nanaimo 

Official Community Plan  
Section 6.8 Stormwater Services  

“Stormwater management now must try to balance the 

need to prevent flooding with the need to protect water 

bodies and aquatic habitat, and provide for greater natural 

infiltration in order to allow water tables and groundwater 

to be recharged” 



Why are we making changes? 

 

Plan Nanaimo 

Official Community Plan  
Section 6.8 Stormwater Services  

Objective 2: 

“To review and revise municipal stormwater 

management.  Assess the design of municipal and 

private drainage systems with a view of meeting 

environmental objectives while making construction and 

maintenance cost effective” 

 



Why are we making changes? 

 

Plan Nanaimo 

Official Community Plan  
Section 6.8 Stormwater Services  

Policy 2: 

“The City’s Stormwater Management Policy along with 

subdivision standards and specifications for 

stormwater management will be reviewed and revised 

to reflect the objectives in this Plan.” 

 



Runoff Control 

Storage Facilities 

Water Quality 

Climate Change 

Submissions to City  

Other minor changes 

 

  



Runoff Control 

  Retention of 90% of annual rainfall runoff onsite 

Can be done using Rain Gardens, Bioswales, 

Pervious Paving, Absorbent Landscaping, 

Infiltration Facilities. 

Light 
Showers 

Heavy 
Rain 

Retain onsite 
(Capture & 
Infiltrate) 



City of Coquitlam did some field 
testing: 



Development Community  

◦ Consultation process to date 

◦ Site by site approach  

◦ Working with the 
development community  

Green Rock 

Development 

Hawthorne 

Subdivision 

Nanaimo Hospital ER 

Expansion 

Island West 

Coast 

Developments 





 

Anticipated future priority amendments:  

 

Section 8 and 9:  Transportation Network 

 

Section 10:  Street Lighting and Traffic Signals 

 

Section 6:  Sanitary Sewer System 

 

Other priorities to be identified as needed  

 






