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Study Area



Process

Stage 1:  Review of Existing 
Conditions
•Base mapping
• Biophysical site inventory
• Archaeological assessment

Stage 2:  Assess Priorities for Park and 
Recreational
•Obtain public and stakeholder input

Stage 3:  Report Preparation
•Review input received and present 
recommendations to the Parks, 
Recreation and Wellness Committee.
•Report back to council with results 
and recommendation.



Archaeological Overview Assessment



Potential Rock Shelters

Archaeological Significance

CMTs Former Bathing Pool Site

Recent History



Biophysical Site Assessment



sandstone ridges (3)

Biophysical Site Significance Ridge/shelter 
Habitat



Chase River

Biophysical Site Significance Riparian Habitat



Parks Yard Annex

Animal Shelter

Former Reservoir No. 1

Natural Gas Right of Way

Site Infrastructure



Public Consultation Stakeholder Interviews

Stakeholder Interviews 
• Nanaimo Mountain Bike Club
• Nanaimo Fish and Game Club
• Nanaimo Search and Rescue
• Vancouver Island University
• Nanaimo Economic Development Corp.
• Harewood Neighbourhood Association / 

Colliery Dam Preservation Society
• Snuneymuxw First Nation
• City of Nanaimo Water Services

Parks Yard Annex



Public Consultation Open House and Online
Survey

Open House held at the Parks Annex Building on December 3rd 2016
Online survey run from October 2016 to January 2017

•Questions asked respondents on their awareness and use of the old GNWD properties

•47 open house questionnaires and 75 online surveys received

•Over 90% in favor of seeing the GNWD lands designated for park use
•High level of interest in protecting natural features
•Many comments on improving the trails network and working with 
Nanaimo Mountain Bike Club to create trails for entry level riders

•Also heard:
•Strong support for utilizing space for a new SAR facility
•Some support for affordable housing on portions of the property 
already disturbed or along Harewood Mines Road

•Interest in developing a community ‘demonstration forest’ to highlight 
good forest management practice.

•Opportunities to access land for traditional harvesting



Next Steps

• Waiting to receive results from a Servicing Study for GNWD lands / Harewood Mines Road

• Hold a second open house on the ideas suggested through the stakeholder meetings

• Return to Council with a report on recommended Future Uses for the GNWD lands
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