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Primary angioplasty is better

• Stenting and unblocking artery straightaway is 
better than using clot busters

• More likely to unblock artery
• Better survival in the long term
• Accepted standard of care – lots of 

infrastructural and logistical changes made in
• North America, W. Europe and many parts of 

Asia























Having a cath lab locally

• A CATH LAB - will enable
– Primary angioplasty for heart attacks (and not clot 

busters)
– Shorter waiting times for angiograms and stents
– Lesser number of ambulance rides back and forth
– Lesser emergency transfers by choppers
– Shorter hospital stay
– Improved patient safety
– Cost savings



Why does a centralized approach not 
work for us?

• The “hub” of the so called hub and spoke 
island located at one end of the island

• Long road trips back and forth should be kept 
to a minimum

• Ambulances don’t come cheap!
• Expanding services in Victoria may cut short 

waiting lists but primary angioplasty will still 
not be feasible – think, why do we have TWO 
ferry hubs ….in Nanaimo and Victoria



Are we living in the wrong post code?

• Are we getting a used car for the price of a 
new one?

• Become aware of the scale and urgency of the 
problem

• Make some noise
• Please donate  - your time, efforts and 

monetary (hosp foundation)



Thank you for your time and 
patience!




