




FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

REPORT TO:  TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

FROM:  GORDON FOY, TRAFFIC TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER, ENGINEERING and 
TOM HICKEY, DIRECTOR, ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS 

 
RE:  RULES OF ROAD FOR LOW POWERED VEHICLES 

 
 
STAFF'S RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Committee receive the report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
At the Transportation Advisory Committee orientation, there were questions about the rules of the 
road for low powered vehicles.  This document has been prepared to provide background and identify 
available resources for operation of low powered vehicles on public roads in British Columbia.  This 
review is a summary of public information obtained from the Insurance Corporation of British 
Columbia’s (ICBC) website and the BC Motor Vehicle Act and is not a comprehensive legal opinion. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
A good resource for information on the rules and regulations pertaining to low-powered vehicles on 
public streets in British Columbia is the Low-Powered Vehicle section of the ICBC website.  This site 
provides information to help classify a vehicle, the rules that apply to each classification and links to 
the Motor Vehicle Act where applicable. 
 
In addition, the BC Motor Vehicle Act, which provides the rules of operating on public streets for all 
users, is available via the Province’s BC Laws site. 
 
ICBC’s website and the BC’s Motor Vehicle Act can be accessed via the following links: 
 
ICBC Low-Powered Vehicles website (accessed 08-31-2010) 
http://www.icbc.com/registration/reg_rules_low_pwr.asp 
 
BC Laws website – Motor Vehicle Act (accessed 08-31-2010) 
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/96318_00 
 
Based on information posted on ICBC’s website, road users are generally divided into those that 
operate as a pedestrian, as a vehicle or those not permitted on public roads; each group has specific 
rules pertaining to operations and licensing.  The general breakdown of several low powered vehicles 
is presented below in Exhibit 1 - Low Powered Vehicle Classification.  Information specific to each 
group is provided on the ICBC website. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

 
 

Gordon Foy 
Traffic/Transportation Engineer 
Engineering  

 Tom Hickey 
Director 
Engineering & Public Works 

 

 






















