
NOTES 
REGULAR CULTURAL COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD IN THE BOWEN PARK COMPLEX CONFERENCE ROOM 
WEDNESDAY, 2012-JUN-06, COMMENCING AT 4:15 P.M. 

 
 

Members: Commissioner Fred Pattje 
  Commissioner Howard Houle 
  Commissioner Alec McPherson 
  Commissioner Donald Rinald 
  Ms. Julie Bevan 
  Ms. Gerda Hofman 
  Ms. Geraldine Manson 
  Ms. Wendy Smitka 
  Mr. Kim Smythe 
  Ms. Marianne Turley 
 
Others: Commissioner Diana Johnstone, Chair, PRCC 
 
Staff: S. Samborski R. Tweed, recording 
 B. Kuhn  

 
 
1. CALL THE OPEN MEETING TO ORDER: 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Cultural Committee was called to order at 4:17 p.m. 

 
2. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS. 
 

Members and staff introduced themselves and provided a synopsis of their background 
in art, business and in their community. 

 
3. APPOINTMENT OF THE CHAIR. 
 

 It was moved and seconded that Commissioner Fred Pattje be appointed as 
Chair of the Cultural Committee for a one-year period, subject to his reappointment to 
the Cultural Committee following the end of his current term on 2012-DEC-31.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

It was moved and seconded that Julie Bevan be appointed as the Alternate Chair 
to serve as required.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Commissioner Pattje addressed the Committee on the purpose and goal of the 
Committee. 

 
4. INTRODUCTION OF LATE ITEMS: 
 

• Add Item 15.(b) – Final Report – Cultural Operating Grant 2012 – L’Association des 
francophones de Nanaimo. 

 



NOTES – REGULAR CULTURAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
2012-JUN-06 
PAGE 2 OF 6 
 
 
5. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

 It was moved and seconded that the Agenda, as amended, be adopted.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
6. ADOPTION OF MEETING NOTES: 

 
(a) Meeting Notes of the Regular Cultural Committee Meeting held Wednesday, 

2012-FEB-01, at 4:17 p.m., in the Bowen Park Complex Conference Room. 
 
 It was moved and seconded that the Meeting Notes be adopted as circulated.  
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
7. DELEGATIONS:  (None.) 
 
8. COMMISSION REPORT:  Commissioner Pattje updated the Cultural Committee 

members on business related to the Committee that was dealt with by the Parks, 
Recreation and Culture Commission since the last meeting of the Cultural Committee on 
2012-FEB-01. 
 
2012-FEB-22: 
• 2012 Temporary Public Art Selections.  (Approved at PRCC & Council Levels) 
 
2012-MAR-28: 
• Draft Italian Fountain improvement planning process.  (Approved at PRCC & Council 

Levels) 
• Port Theatre Society / City of Nanaimo Co-Management Agreement - recommended 

that Council:  1. Approve the five-year Co-Management Agreement between the Port 
Theatre Society and the City of Nanaimo; 2. Increase the 2012 Management fee 
and, 3. Reduce the City’s Capital contribution to the Port Theatre starting in 2013 
and reallocate funds to the PR&C Capital budget for the Port Theatre building.  
(Approved at PRCC & Council Levels) 

 
2012-APR-25: 
• Approved community Appointments to the Cultural Committee:  Julie Bevan; 

Gerda Hofman; Geraldine Manson; Wendy Smitka; Kim Smythe; Marianne Turley. 
• Selected PRCC appointments to the Cultural Committee:  Howard Houle; Alec 

McPherson; Fred Pattje; Donald Rinald. 
 
2012-MAY-23: 
• Delegation - Yvonne Vander Kooi and Heather Dean, Nanaimo Family Life 

Association, 1070 Townsite Road, Nanaimo, BC, V9S 1M6, regarding the “Life 
Works – Youth in Motion” project requesting approval from the Parks, Recreation 
and Culture Commission for the installation of life-sized, youth cut-outs either in the 
downtown or Harewood area.  (Approved at PRCC & Council Levels) 

 
 It was moved and seconded that the Commission Report presented by 
Commissioner Pattje be received.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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9. CULTURAL COMMITTEE ORIENTATION / BINDER REVIEW. 
 

• Contact information for members and staff 
• 2012 Meeting Calendar 
• Cultural Committee Terms of Reference 
• Monthly tabs for Agenda and Meeting note retention. 
• Cultural Operating Grant Guidelines and Application for Funding (funding is based on 

$2.25/capita) Deadline is November 1st. 
• Arts, Cultural and Festival Events Grants Guidelines and Application for Funding 

(approximately $25,000 / year) Deadline is November 1st. 
• Cultural Strategy (2008) – to be redeveloped into a new cultural plan 
• Community Plan for Public Art (May 2010) – Kirsty MacDonald, Parks & Open Space 

Planner, is tasked with the public art responsibilities as part of her job function. 
 
10. REVIEW TERMS OF REFERENCE. 
 

The Cultural Committee is a Committee of the Parks, Recreation and Culture 
Commission (PRCC).  It consists of Commission members as well as members at large 
from the community.  The Committee advises the PRCC and Council on arts and culture 
in the community.  Matters are referred to the Committee, reviewed and then returned to 
PRCC and Council for approval. 
 

11. SELECTION OF MEMBERS FOR PROJECT COMMITTEES: 
 
(a) Cultural Awards Project Committee. 
 
 Terms of Reference were reviewed with the Cultural Committee. 
 
 It was moved and seconded that Julie Bevan, Gerda Hofman, Wendy Smitka, 
and Kim Smythe be selected to serve on the Cultural Awards Project Committee for a 
one-year term.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 It was moved and seconded that Gerda Hofman be selected to serve as Chair of 
the Cultural Awards Committee for a one-year term.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
(b) Cultural Forum Project Committee. 
 
 Terms of Reference were reviewed with the Cultural Committee. 
 
 It was moved and seconded that Julie Bevan, Geraldine Manson, Kim Smythe, 
and Marianne Turley be selected to serve on the Cultural Forum Project Committee for a 
one-year term.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  
 It was moved and seconded that Kim Smythe be selected to serve as Chair of 
the Cultural Forum Project Committee for a one-year term.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
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(c) Art in Public Places Project Committee. 
 
 Terms of Reference were reviewed with the Cultural Committee. 
 
 It was moved and seconded that Gerda Hofman, Howard Houle, 
Alec McPherson, and Donald Rinald be selected to serve on the Art in Public Places 
Project Committee for a one-year term.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 It was moved and second that Howard Houle be selected to serve as Chair of the 
Art in Public Places Project Committee for a one-year term.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
12. CONFIRMATION OF MEETING DATES /TIMES. 
 

 It was moved and seconded that the Cultural Committee recommend that the 
Parks, Recreation and Culture Commission approve an adjustment in the start time for 
Cultural Committee meetings from 4:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
every month.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
13. STAFF REPORTS (Action):  (None.) 
 
14. STAFF REPORTS (Information Only Items): 

 
(a) Cultural Mapping Project (verbal) 
 
A number of cities have started “cultural mapping” – a cultural asset and resources 
inventory within the community which is then put on a web map.  This process has been 
started in Nanaimo and a meeting was held on 2012-MAY-15.  The information that will 
be collected will then be put on an online cultural portal that will provide information and 
access about cultural organizations, cultural facilities and venues, festivals and events in 
the community, cultural / creative industries, cultural heritage – museum and archives 
(including archeological sites), natural heritage, artists, etc. 
 
(b) Cultural Portal Project (verbal) 
 
All the information that will be gathered as a result of the Cultural Mapping Project will be 
put onto a Cultural Portal so it is accessible by anyone over the internet who may be 
looking for this information.  The Portal will link to either Google Map or the GIS map and 
from there, to individual websites via a web link right on the Portal. 
 
(c) Cultural Plan (verbal with handout as attached) 
 
This has started.  There is a current plan which has a community–detailed 
implementation plan – but there is a need to look at the 3-5 year plan and how it dove-
tails with the PRC Master plan and Council’s Strategic plan.  Public input sessions will 
be held to gather information.  The skills and assets of a cultural technical team, which 
consists of cultural managers in the city, are being utilized to help set priorities for an 
updated Cultural Plan.  Stakeholders in the community will be approached for their input.  
Staff will be gathering information over the summer and put together a cultural map.  In 
the fall, a Committee will identify stake holders to determine open houses and process.  
The intent is to work towards having a strong arts and culture focus for the community. 
 



NOTES – REGULAR CULTURAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
2012-JUN-06 
PAGE 5 OF 6 
 
 

(d) Poet Laureate (verbal) 
 
The Poet Laureate Terms of Reference and Nomination form was provided to the 
Committee members.  The Poet Laureate was approved by Council as an honorary 
position with an annual allocation of $1,000 for expenses.  A call was put out for 
nominations and application as Nanaimo’s Poet Laureate; however, no nominations or 
applications were received.  The Terms of Reference were reviewed with the Committee 
members.  Kamal Parmar, a past Cultural Committee member and a member of the 
literary community was a member of the Poet Laureate Committee.  Committee 
members asked if the possibility of cost-sharing with the School District, Vancouver 
Island University and/or the Library had been explored in order to leverage the 
$1,000.00 budget into something larger.  The Library was consulted; however did not 
express interest.  Staff suggested a short term committee be formed to review the Terms 
of Reference.  Julie Bevan and Kim Smythe will form a sub-committee and will return to 
the Cultural Committee with some ideas at next meeting. 
 
 It was moved and seconded that the Information Only Items be received.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
15. CORRESPONDENCE (Action):  (None.) 

 
CORRESPONDENCE (Information): 
 
(a) Letter of thanks from the Island Bel Canto Singers, 5947 Butcher Road, 

Nanaimo, BC, V9T 5M7, for the $530 Arts, Cultural and Festivals Events Grant 
for 2012. 
 

(b) Final Report – Cultural Operating Grant 2012 - from the L’Association des 
francophones de Nanaimo. 

 
 It was moved and seconded that the Correspondence be received.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

16. NOTICE OF MOTION:  (None.) 
 
17. CONSIDERATION OF OTHER BUSINESS:  (None.) 

 
18. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
(a) Temporary Public Art Piece Donation – Mrs. Lee-Ann Stark, President, and 

Mr. Warren Jacques, Secretary, Newcastle Neighbourhood Association (NNA). 
 

Staff to contact Mrs. Stark and Mr. Warren and determine their continued level of interest 
in donating this piece and to ascertain whether they have obtained the engineers report 
confirming the safety of the piece in order to reclassify it from temporary to permanent. 
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19. QUESTION PERIOD: 

 
(a) It was determined that the meetings of Project Committees will be at pleasure of 

members and Chair in conjunction with staff to ensure staff and venue 
availability. 

 
20. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
 It was moved and seconded at 5:30 p.m. that the meeting adjourn, with the next 
meeting of the Cultural Committee to be held Wednesday, 2012-JUL-04, commencing at 
4:15 p.m. in the Bowen Park Complex Conference Room. 
 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 
___________________________ 
Fred Pattje, Chair 
Cultural Committee 
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S. Samborski, Senior Manager Richard Harding, Director 
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