
AGENDA 
COMBINED MEETING OF THE CULTURAL COMMITTEE 
& THE NANAIMO COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 

BOARD ROOM, SERVICE & RESOURCE CENTRE, 411 DUNSMUIR STREET 
WEDNESDAY, 2014-APR-02, COMMENCING AT 4:30 PM 

 
 

CHAIR:  FRED PATTJE / DIANE BRENNAN 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
 

 

2. INTRODUCTION OF LATE ITEMS: 
 
 

 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

(Motion required to adopt agenda) 
 
 

 

4. ADOPTION OF MEETING NOTES: 
 
(a) Minutes of the Combined Cultural Committee & Nanaimo Community 

Heritage Commission Meeting held Wednesday, 2014-MAR-05 at 
4:30 pm, in the Service and Resource Centre Board Room. 
 

(Motion required to adopt minutes.) 
 

 

 
 
Pg. 1-4 
   
 
 
 
 
 

5. PRESENTATIONS: 
 

(a) Presentation by C. Sholberg, Culture & Heritage Planner, on the City of 
Nanaimo’s Heritage Conservation Program. 

 
(b) Presentation by S. Samborski, Senior Manager of Culture & Heritage, 

on the 2014-2020 Cultural Plan for a Creative Nanaimo. 
 
 

 
 

6. CHAIR’S REPORT: 
 
 
 

 

7. REPORTS OF ADVISORY BODIES:   
 
(a) Nanaimo Community Archives Society (C. Meutzner) 
(b) Nanaimo District Museum (J. Manning) 
(c) Design Advisory Panel (C. Riches) 
(d) Port Theatre – February 2014 
(e) Nanaimo Art Gallery – February 2014 
(f) Nanaimo District Museum – February 2014 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Pg. 5-7 
Pg. 8-9 
Pg. 10 

  



AGENDA – 2014-APR-02 PAGE 2 of 2 
COMBINED MEETING OF THE CULTURAL COMMITTEE 
AND THE NANAIMO COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
8. REPORTS OF PROJECT COMMITTEES: 

 
(a) Cultural Award Committee 
(b) Art in Public Places Project Committee  
(c) Cultural Forum Project Committee 
(e) Grant Review 
 
 

 

9.      STAFF REPORTS:  
 

(a) Activity Update by C. Sholberg, Culture & Heritage Planner 
 

(Motion required to receive report.) 
 

(b) Activity Update by C. Barfoot, Culture & Heritage Coordinator 
 

(Motion required to receive report.) 
 

 

 
 
Pg. 11-18 
 
 
 
Pg. 19-28 
 
 

10.       CORRESPONDENCE:  (not related to a report to the Cultural Committee) 
 

(a) Letter dated 2014-FEB-22 from Island Consort Chamber Choir regarding 
Thank You for Operating Grant.  
 

(b) Letter dated 2014-FEB-28 from Island A Capella Plus regarding Thank 
You for Operating Grant.  

 
(c) Letter dated 2014-MAR-14 from Vancouver Island Children’s Book 

Festival regarding funding request for 2014-MAY-03 Bookfest. 
 

(Motion required to receive all correspondence.) 
 
 

 
 
Pg. 29 
 
 
Pg. 30 
 
 
Pg. 31 

11. NOTICE OF MOTION: 
 
 

 

12. OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

(Motion required if there is other business.) 
 
 

 
 
 

13. DELEGATIONS (not related to a Report to the Committee):  (10 MINUTES) 
 

(Motion required to receive the delegation.) 
 

 
 
 

14. QUESTION PERIOD:   
 

(Agenda items only.) 
 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

(Motion required to adjourn the meeting.) 
 

 

File:  0360-20-C02 
2014-APR-02 
G:\Commission\2014\NCHC AND CC140402A.doc 



MINUTES  
COMBINED MEETING OF THE CULTURAL COMMITTEE & 

NANAIMO COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 
HELD IN THE SERVICE & RESOURCE CENTRE BOARD ROOM, 411 DUNSMUIR STREET 

WEDNESDAY, 2014-MAR-05, COMMENCING AT 4:30 PM 
 

 
PRESENT: Commissioner Fred Pattje / Diane Brennan 

 
Cultural Committee Members: Mr. Kim Smythe 

Ms. Gerda Hofman 
Ms. Wendy Smitka 
Ms. Marianne Turley 
 

Heritage Commission Members: Mr. W.E. Gard 
Ms. Charlene Riches 
Ms. Jill Stannard 
Mr. John Hofman 
Mr. John Manning 
Ms. Kerrie Low 
Mr. Loyd Sherry 

 
Regrets:    Ms. Julie Bevan 
     Ms. Geraldine Manson 
     Ms. Christine Meutzner 
   
Guests:    Mr. Dan Richie 
     Ms. Diana Johnstone 
 
Staff:  S. Samborski, Senior Manager, Culture and Heritage 
  C. Sholberg, Culture and Heritage Planner 
  C. Barfoot, Culture and Heritage Coordinator 
  R. Tubbs, Recording Secretary 

 
 
 

1. CALL THE OPEN MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
The Combined Meeting of the Cultural Committee and the Nanaimo Community 
Heritage Commission was called to order at 4:30 pm.   
 
 

2. INTRODUCTION OF LATE ITEMS: 
 

(a) Presentation by Dan Richie, Artist – 2014 Temporary Public Art Selections “Giant 
Pacific Octopus” 

 
 
3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

 It was moved and seconded that the Agenda be adopted.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
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4. ADOPTION OF MEETING NOTES: 
 

(a) It was moved and seconded that the Meeting Notes of the Regular Cultural 
Committee Meeting of Wednesday, 2014-FEB-05 at 3:45 pm, in the Service and 
Resource Centre Board Room be adopted as circulated.  The motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
(b) It was moved and seconded that the Meeting Notes of the Regular Nanaimo 

Community Heritage Commission Meeting of Wednesday, 2014-FEB-05 at 
5:15 pm, in the Service and Resource Centre Board Room be as circulated.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
5. PRESENTATIONS: 
  

(a) Dan Richie, Artist – 2014 Temporary Public Art Selection “Giant Pacific Octopus” 
Mr. Dan Richie attended the meeting to provide information regarding his 2014 
temporary public art selection submission “Giant Pacific Octopus”. 
 
D. Johnstone, C. Riches and J. Manning arrived at 4:37 pm.   
 
It was moved and seconded that the Cultural Committee recommends that 

Council approve the 2014 Temporary Public Art selection of Dan Richie’s artwork “Giant 
Pacific Octopus”.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
6. CHAIR’S REPORT: 
 
 
8. REPORTS OF ADVISORY BODIES: 
  

(a) Nanaimo Community Archives Society 
No report. 
 

(b) Nanaimo District Museum 
For information (verbal). 

 
(c) Design Advisory Panel 

No report. 
 

(d) Port Theatre 
For information (attached). 

 
(e) Nanaimo Art Gallery 

For information (attached). 
 
It was moved and seconded that the above noted reports be accepted as 

presented.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 

  

- 2 -



9. REPORTS OF PROJECT COMMITTEES: 
 
(a) Cultural Award Committee 

For information (verbal). 
 

(b) Art in Public Places Project Committee  
No report.   
 

(c) Cultural Forum Project Committee  
No report. 
 

(d) Poet Laureate 
For information (verbal). 
 

(e) Grant Review 
For information (verbal). 
 

 
10. STAFF REPORTS   
 

(a) Nanaimo Art Gallery Donation of Temporary Public Art  
for Permanent Display – Report  
S. Samborski, Senior Manager, Culture and Heritage 
 
Staff Recommendation:  That the Cultural Committee recommends that Council 
accept two temporary artworks as donations from the Nanaimo Art Gallery, and 
allow them to remain in our shared public spaces permanently.  
 

• Breaching Orca 
• Roaming Deer 
• Never Out of Season 

 
It was moved and seconded that the Cultural Committee recommend that 

Council accept two temporary artworks as donations from the Nanimo Art Gallery and 
allow them to remain in our shared public spaces permanently.  The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

 
(b) 2014 Temporary Outdoor Public Art Selections – Verbal Report 

C. Barfoot, Culture and Heritage Coordinator 
  For information. 
 

(c) Heritage Summit – Verbal Report 
C. Sholberg, Culture and Heritage Planner  
For information.  
 
It was moved and seconded that $400 be donated to the Nanaimo Museum for use 

of their facility for the 2014 Heritage Summit.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
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(d) Manson Store Demo – Update – Verbal Report 
C. Sholberg, Culture and Heritage Planner   
For information.   
 

 (e)  Ukranian Internment Camp Plaque 
C. Sholberg, Culture and Heritage Planner 
For information. 
 
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE:  
 

(a) Letter dated 2014-FEB-17 from Lieutenant Governer of British Columbia 
regarding the “Sing Me A Song” Program and Entry Form. 
 

(b) Email dated 2014-FEB-14 from PACT Advocacy Alert / 2014 Federal Budget 
requesting letters of support to Federal Government after recent announcement 
of ongoing permanent arts funding. 

 
It was moved and seconded that the above noted correspondence be accepted 

as presented.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 

12. NOTICE OF MOTION: 
 
13. OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
14. DELEGATIONS: 

 
15. QUESTION PERIOD: 
 
16. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
 It was moved and seconded at 5:19  pm that the meeting adjourn.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 

Fred Pattje Diane Brennan 
CHAIR CHAIR 
CULTURAL COMMITTEE NANAIMO COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFIED CORRECT: 
 
__________________________________ 
 

 Suzanne Samborski  
 SENIOR MANAGER 
 CULTURE AND HERITAGE 
2014-FEB-05 
File:  0360-20-C01 Cultural Committee 
G:\Cultural - Committee\2014\Minutes\CC140205M.docx 
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City of Nanaimo 
 

REPORT TO THE 
CULTURE & HERITAGE COMMISSION 

 
 

DATE OF MEETING:   2014-APR-02  
 
AUTHORED BY:  CHRIS SHOLBERG, CULTURE & HERITAGE PLANNER 
 CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 
 
RE: ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 

 
PROJECT UPDATES 
 
Chinatown Interpretive Sign: 
 
An updated Chinatown Interpretive Sign has been installed near the China Steps Gateway off 
Victorian Crescent.  This sign replaces an earlier sign installed in 2001 which was in fairly poor 
condition.  The new sign content is fundamentally the same as the previous sign but the graphic 
presentation has been improved with the assistance of a local professional graphic designer 
(ICAD).  The interpretive sign forms part of a larger initiative by the DNBIA to upgrade the China 
Steps area.  In addition to the interpretive sign recognizing the important contribution of Chinese 
coal miners and settlers to the development of Nanaimo as a city, a large mural (12’X8’) 
completed by a local artist will also be installed next to the interpretive sign in the near future.  
The Heritage Commission committed $500 toward the completion of this mural about 2 years 
ago.  
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission  Page 2 of 8 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 

 
Welsbach Gas Lamp – Plaque: 
 
Public concern recently brought to the City’s attention that the “constantly” burning Welsbach 
Gas Lamp located on Dallas Square is not functioning.  Originally installed in 1958, with a gas 
connection, the lamp, in fact, has not been in operation for many decades.  The primary issue 
appears to relate to the valve connection and the poor condition of the connecting gas line.  
Given update of the service will likely be costly, and does raise some safety concerns, 
recommendation is to replace the current bronze plaque with a new plaque which better reflects 
the non-functional character of the lamp.  A slight amendment to the existing text which 
removes the words “constantly burning” will achieve this objective.  The lamp is currently listed 
as a structure on the City’s Heritage Register, and will remain listed. 
 
  
 

 
 
Name: Welsbach Gas Lamp 
Location: 85 Front Street 
 

 
In the Victorian era most cities were illuminated by gas light.  In 1817 Baltimore became the first 
city in North America to have gas street lights installed, but it was a number of decades before the 
technology improved sufficiently to become inexpensive and reliable.  One of the great advances 
was a gas mantle invented in Heidelberg in 1885 by Carl Auer von Welsbach, a pupil of Professor 
Robert von Bunsen.  Welsbach made a hood of finely woven long-staple cotton, saturated in rare 
earth oxides, that, when ignited over an upright Bunsen burner, provided illumination without a 
flame, and doubled the light level with half the amount of gas.  The Welsbach mantle proved to be 
popular, and provided stiff competition to electrical illumination. 
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission  Page 3 of 8 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 

 
Satellite City – Installation: 
 
Satellite City, a painting by local artist Robert Naish, was donated to the City in 2013 by the 
estate of Ms. Marlene Flater.  The painting will be installed in the lobby of the ballroom area of 
the Vancouver Island Conference Centre.  This location was selected in consultation with the 
VICC and artist.  Currently, City staff are arranging a suitable time to move the painting to VICC 
for install.  Upon completion of install, staff will coordinate an unveiling event. 
 

   
 
EVENTS 
 
2014 Paint-Out/Shoot-Out – Event Update: 
 
A Paint-Out/Shoot-Out has been held in partnership with the Nanaimo Arts Council since 1997.  
This year’s event is scheduled for Friday, July 25 in tandem with the Bathtub Festival street fair.  
Local artists and photographers will be randomly assigned a heritage building located in the 
downtown core, primarily along Commercial Street, to paint or photograph on a time limited 
basis.  Finished pieces will then be judged later Friday afternoon.  The event will begin at 10:00 
a.m. and finish by 4:00 p.m. with judging and then awarding of cash prizes.  In the past, the 
Heritage Commission has provided a $500.00 budget for prizes, as well as coffee/cookies.  In 
turn, the Arts Council organizes the event, participant registration and promotion.  The event 
has been a successful vehicle for raising the profile of both downtown heritage and the arts. 
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission  Page 4 of 8 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission  Page 5 of 8 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  
 
Heritage Register:   
 
No recent nominations.  Currently a number of nominations approved by the Heritage 
Commission waiting to go to Council for official placement on the Heritage Register.  Last 
register update completed on 2013-Apr-22 – historically, have done updates to register in 
batches every 1-2 years. 
 
Heritage Façade Grants:   
 
See attached grant program summary.  Two projects in process: 
 

1) $20,000 grant for St. Paul’s Church (100 Chapel Street) roof replacement project; 
2) $10,000 grant for Free Press Building (223 Commercial Street) rehabilitation and 

renovation project. 
 
Heritage Home Grants:   
 
See attached grant program summary.  All recently approved projects complete.  No new 
applications pending. 
 
Heritage Tax Exemption Program: 
 
See attached tax exemption program summary.  One project in process: 
 

1) 10 year tax exemption for Free Press Building (223 Commercial Street) rehabilitation 
and renovation project.   

 
OTHER: 
 
None 
 
File: 0360-20-C02 
G:\COMMISSION\Staff Update Reports\RPT140402ChrisSholbergMonthlyMarch2014 
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission  Page 6 of 8 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 

 
 

Heritage Façade Grants Paid or Committed (as of 2014-Mar-24): 
 

Location Amount Private Investment 
(Total Project Expenditure) 

Status Year 

     
1. Free Press Building  (223 Commercial Street) $5,100 $10,200 Paid 2003 

2. Modern Café  (221 Commercial Street) $5,400 $10,800 Paid 2003 

3. Old Fire Hall (#2 – 34 Nicol Street) $7,366 $16,088.78 Paid 2003 

4. Hall Block  (37 Commercial Street) $1,770 $3,540 Paid 2003 

5. S&W Apartment  (403 Fitzwilliam Street) $10,000 $41,152.20 Paid 2004 

6. Rawlinson and Glaholm Grocers  (437 Fitzwilliam Street) $6,839 $14,161.78 Paid 2004 

7. Earl Block (Grassicks)  (2 Church Street) $10,000 $22,737.88 Paid 2004 

8. B.C. Telephone Exchange  (70 Bastion Street) $1,180 $2,360 Paid 2004 

9. B.C. Hydro Building  (13 Commercial Street) n/a  ($1,500) n/a Application 

Withdrawn 

2004 

10. A.R. Johnstone Block   (174 Commercial Street) $7,661 $15,322.67 Paid 2004 

11. Commercial Hotel   (121 Bastion Street) $12,063 $304,364.95 Paid 2004 

12. Angell’s Trading   (426 Fitzwilliam Street) $4,031 $8,062 Paid 2005 

13. Dakin Block   (93-97 Commercial Street) $8,516 $19,867.80 Paid 2005 

14. Halse Block   (200-206 Commercial Street) $1,980 $3,960 Paid 2005 

15. Gusola Block   (120 Commercial Street) $20,000 $1,189,965.49 Paid 2006 

16. Mitchell Market   (411 Fitzwilliam Street) $10,000 $48,795.84 Paid 2006 

17. Merchants Bank   (499 Wallace Street) n/a ($20,000) n/a ($66,500) Committed – did 

not proceed 

2006 (renewed 

for 2008) 

18. Great National Land Building   (17 Church Street) $1,719 $3,437.69 Paid 2006 

19. Brumpton Block   (489 Wallace Street) $10,000 $46,384.61 Paid 2006 

20. St. Andrew’s United Church   (315 Fitzwilliam Street) $20,000 $84,477.59 Paid 2007 

21. Ranger’s Shoes  (306-314 Fitzwilliam Street) $10,000 $26,933.28 Paid 2007 

22. Willard Service Station  (291-299 Wallace Street) $20,000 $41,048.69 Paid 2008 

23. Provincial Liquor Store  (25 Cavan Street) $10,544 $21,088 Paid 2009 

24. Modern Café  (221 Commercial Street) $10,000 $70,000 Paid 2009 

25. E&N Railway Station  (321 Selby Street) $10,000 $2,269,566 Paid 2010 

26. Nash Hardware   (19 Commercial Street) $17,000 $47,657.86 Paid 2010/2011 – 

two grant 

phases 

27. Harris House  (375 Franklyn Street) $3,000 $10,290.00 Paid 2010 

28. Palace Hotel  (275 Skinner Street) 

 

$10,000 $47,566.40 Paid 2012 

29. St. Andrew’s United Church (315 Fitzwilliam Street) $10,000 $50,008.00 Paid 2012 

30. Free Press Building (223 Commercial Street $10,000 $1,987,238 Committed 2013 

31. St. Paul’s Anglican Church (100 Chapel Street) $20,000 $260,197.35 Committed 2013 

Total Grants: $274,169 $6,677,272.20   

     

Total Budget for 2003 
Total Budget for 2004 
Total Budget for 2005 
Total Budget for 2006 
Total Budget for 2007 
Total Budget for 2008 
Total Budget for 2009 
Total Budget for 2010 
Total Budget for 2011 
Total Budget for 2012 
Total Budget for 2013 
Total Budget for 2014 

($20,000) 
($50,000) 
($20,000) 
($60,000) 
($50,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 
($20,000) 

   

 
G:\CommPlan\Heritage\6800 - Heritage\20\R03 -  Facade Improvement Grant Program\02   Projects\Facade Grants Paid or Committed 
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission  Page 7 of 8 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 

 
Heritage Home Grants Paid or Committed (as of 2014-Mar-24): 

 

Location Amount Private 
Investment 

Status Year 

     
1. Garland Farm House (467 Eighth Street) $1,600 $3,435.57 Paid – gutter replacement and rear 

façade/deck improvement 
2006 

2. Western Fuel Company House  (#24–715 Farquhar Street) $2,500 $12,987.66 Paid – roof repair 2006 

3. Sullivan Residence (673 Selby Street) $2,500 $8,600 Paid – roof repair 2006 

4. Newbury Farmhouse (678 Second Street) $2,500  Committed – siding repair and 
repaint - canceled 

2006 

5. Dykes Residence (639 Kennedy Street) $2,500  Committed – front porch repair 
completed, but application 
cancelled by new owners 

2006 

6. Newbury Residence (39 Milton Street) $2,500 $5,749.30 Paid – roof repair 2007 

7. Hall-Layer Residence  (115 Machleary Street) $2,500 $7,000 Paid – repaint 2007 

8. Gulliford Residence  (285 Wall Street) $2,500 $6,340.47 Paid - repaint 2007 

9. Van Houten Residence  (185 Mt. Benson Street) $2,500 $7,167.72 Paid – repaint 2007 

10. Wilkinson Residence (305 Kennedy Street) $2,500 $7,500 Paid – fireplace 
repair/reconstruction 

2008 

11. Parrot Residence (411 Machleary Street) $2,500 $6,357.75 Paid – repaint 2008 

12. Sharp Residence (261 Vancouver Avenue) $2,500 $8,550.83 Paid – porch repair/reconstruction 2008 

13. Wells Residence  (904 Wentworth Street) $2,500 $10,400 Paid – roof repair 2008 

14. Spence House (746 Railway Avenue) $2,500 $7,795.98 Paid – repaint 2009 

15. Bird Residence  (461 Vancouver Avenue) $2,500 $8,950 Paid – repaint 2009 

16. Girvin Avenue Residence  (797 Girvin Avenue) $2,500 $6,562.50 Paid – repaint 2009 

17. Newbury Farmhouse (678 Second Street) $2,500 $6,579.14 Paid - Recommitment from 
approval in 2006 – project now 
complete – siding repair and 
repaint 

2009 

18. Garland Farmhouse  (467 Eighth Street) $900 $8,436.50 Paid – roof repair 2010 

19. Harrison Residence (546 Prideaux Street) $2,500 $30,450 Paid – exterior repair and repaint 2010 

20. Isherwood Residence (421 Victoria Road) $2,272.41 $4,651 Paid – porch repair/reconstruction 2011 

21. Victoria Road Residence (413 Victoria Road) $2,500 $8,567.05 Paid – roof repair 2011 

22.  Booth Residence (302 Victoria Road) $2,500 $7,957 Committed – remove vinyl, restore 
wood siding, repaint – Canceled 
(no covenant) 

2011 

23. Land Residence (167 Irwin Street) $2,500 $93,500 Committed - relocate building, 
repair and restore siding – 
Canceled (no covenant) 

2012 

24. McCourt Residence (750 Franklyn Street) $2,500 $10,300 Paid – restore wood siding and 
repaint 

2012 

     

     

Total Grants: $49,772.41 $184,338.47   

     

Total Budget for 2006 
Total Budget for 2007 
Total Budget for 2008 
Total Budget for 2009 
Total Budget for 2010 
Total Budget for 2011 
Total Budget for 2012 
Total Budget for 2013 
Total Budget for 2014 

$12,000  
$12,000  
$12,000  
$12,000  
$12,000 
$12,000  
$12,000 
$12,000 
$12,000 

   

     

 
G:\CommPlan\Heritage\6800 - Heritage\20\P01 -  Projects\48 -  Heritage Home Grant Program\Home Grants Paid or Committed.docx 
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission  Page 8 of 8 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 

 
 
Downtown Residential Conversion Tax Exemptions Approved (as of 2014-Mar-24): 

 
Property Total Years of 

Property 

Exemption 

Value of Exemption Private Investment 

(Total Project 

Expenditure) 
Commercial Hotel/Painted 

Turtle Guesthouse (121 

Bastion Street) 

5 years 2005-2009: $70,955.26 $304,364.95 

Gusola Block (120 

Commercial Street) 

10 years 2007-2010: $54,064.27 

2011-2016: $85,000.00 (estimate) 

$1,189,965.49 

E&N Train Station (321 Selby 

Street) 

10 years 2013-2022: $300,000.00 (estimate) $2,269,566.00 

Free Press Building (223 

Commercial Street) 

10 years 2015-2024 (Likely exemption period)  - 

Awaiting project completion: $350,000.00 

(estimate) 

$1,987,238.00 (estimate) 

Total Exemptions 35 years $860,019.53 $5,751,134.30 

 
G:\commplan\heritage\20\R02\02\downtown residential conversion tax exemptions approved.doc 
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City of Nanaimo 
 

REPORT TO THE 
CULTURE & HERITAGE COMMISSION 

 
 

DATE OF MEETING:   2014-APR-02  
 
AUTHORED BY:  CHRIS BARFOOT, CULTURE & HERITAGE COORDINATOR 
 CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT 
 
RE: ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 

 
PROJECT UPDATES: 
 
Public Art:   

 
Public Art is as defined in the Community Plan for Public Art as a visual work of art that is 
accessible to all.  Public art enhances a community and place, celebrates and area’s past, 
present and future, and engages and stimulates response from viewers.  Community Art is 
created both by artists and by community members.   
 
De-accessioning is the process of removing existing installations of artwork from the public 
collection.  Reasons for de-accessioning may include, but not be limited to, situations where 
artwork has been damaged beyond reasonable repair, where artwork is deemed inappropriate, 
or requires removal because of new developments in the direction of the public art collection.  
The current process of the Temporary Public Art process partners (Nanaimo Art Gallery, NAG) 
has the option to keep or gift pieces to the City of Nanaimo in accordance with the gift 
acceptance policies of the Public Art Program. 
 
At its 2014-FEB-05 the Cultural Committee recommended that Council accept the donation of 
the following three temporary public art pieces for permanent display in accordance with the 
guidelines in the Community Plan for Public Art. 

 
• Carl Sean McMahon, Roaming Deer (2012) 
• Carl Sean McMahon, Breaching Orca (2011) 
• David Moench, Never Out of Season (2012) 

 
The Cultural Committee received a letter dated 2014-JAN-28 from Julie Bevan, Executive 
Director of the Nanaimo Art Gallery requesting that the Cultural Committee consider 
accepting the three artworks as donations to allow them to remain in our shared public 
spaces permanently. After further investigation by staff, it was determined that the piece by 
Carl McMahon entitled “Roaming Deer” was in need of some major repairs. 
 
Accepting pieces as donations – It was recommended by staff to accept only two of the three 
pieces. 
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission   Page 2 of 5 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 
 

1. Roaming Deer (artist: Carl Sean McMahon)    
This piece requires more work than the other two.  The 
work would need to be done by the artist which would 
add to the costs of the necessary repairs.  The piece is 
missing both antlers and an ear.  This piece will also 
require rust removal (bead blasting) and clear coating.   
 
Total Estimate for Necessary Repairs:   
$1400-1500 plus cost for artist to complete repairs. 
 
Recommendation:  Do not accept this piece based on 
damage being beyond reasonable repair. 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Breaching Orca (artist: Carl Sean McMahon) 

This piece will require rust removal (bead blasting) and 
clear coating.   
 
Total Estimate for Necessary Repairs:  $1400-1500 
 
Recommendation:  Accept this piece 
 
Status: Accepted by Council on 2014-MAR-10. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Never Out of Season (artist: David Moench) 
This piece requires only minor clear coat work and can 
be completed by Park Utility Staff. 
 
Total Estimate for Necessary Repairs: $300-400 
 
Recommendation: Accept this piece 
 
Status:  Accepted by Council on 2014-MAR-10. 
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Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission   Page 3 of 5 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 
 

2014 Temporary Public Art:   
 
A “Call for Artists” went out in 2013 in the form of a Request for Proposal (RFP) for submissions 
for the 2014 season.  This is an opportunity notice that provides artists the information required 
in order to apply and to be considered for the project.  After a request for more information was 
made by the selection panel three pieces were recommended to the Culture Committee for 
acceptance.  During this process one artist David Moench withdrew his application for the 2014 
season as he was uncertain he would be able to have a piece completed for installation.   

 
Two submissions were accepted: 

 
1. Laura Timmerman’s Heshook-ish Tsawalk (an artist’s interpretation of Nuu-chaanulth 

First Nation community’s “Heshook-ish Tsawalk”, meaning all things are connected and 
inter-dependent upon one another) accepted by Council on 2014-MAR-03. 
 

2. Dan Ritchie’s Pacific Octopus accepted by Council on 2014-MAR-10. 
 

Next Steps:  Staff will be meeting with the artists to finalize an artist agreement which will layout 
the timeline for each project as well as the locations and placement requirements of each piece. 
 
 
 
 
Poet Laureate:   
 
Naomi Beth Wakan read one of her poems on 2014-MAR-12 at the 2014 Cultural Awards 
Ceremony.    
 
Attachment:  Naomi’s poem 
 
The Mayor’s Poetry City Challenge project (ATTACHED) encourages municipal councils across 
Canada to take a few minutes in their Council meetings in March or April 2013 to recognize the 
poets in their communities, the contribution of poetry to the arts in Canada, the enormous 
contribution small publishers to the history and cultural development of Canada.  Poetry City will 
be coordinated with programs to promote reading, writing and study activities in schools, 
universities and community venues during National Poetry Month.  Naomi will be participating in 
this year’s Mayors Challenge.   A request has been submitted for Naomi to read at the 
2014-APR-28 Council Meeting.  This will also highlight April as National Poetry month.   
 
Attachment:  Letter from the City of Regina regarding Mayor’s Poetry City Challenge 
 
Nanaimo's cultural plan to enhance the cultural life of the city has inspired many initiatives 
already, including the selection of Nanaimo's first poet laureate, Naomi Beth Wakan.  She and 
her support team, along with the staff of the Nanaimo Daily News are starting a monthly poetry 
column to encourage Nanaimo writers to write poetry celebrating Nanaimo - its past, present 
and future.  The column will appear in the Entertainment section of the Nanaimo Daily News 
during the last week of the month.  A pair of anonymous poet judges will review the submissions 
and choose one poem each month to be printed in the Daily News. The City of Nanaimo's 
inaugural poet laureate, Naomi Beth Wakan will comment on the chosen poem so you can see 
why we liked it, and also to encourage you to write poetry.  This project will be launched at the 
end of March and will be collaboration between the City of Nanaimo, Naomi Beth Wakan and 
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the Nanaimo Daily News.  The poem will be featured in a column in the Nanaimo Daily News 
accompanied by a brief write up from Naomi.  The goal is to have those poems selected and 
some of those that did not make the initial selection to be collected and put together in an 
anthology that may be published. 
 
Attachment:  Calling All Poets Backgrounder 

 
 
 
Grant Leveraging Project:  
 
To accurately evaluate the current levels of funding and its 
impact back to the community it was important to discuss 
with recipients of grants from 2013 to see how the City 
funds were leveraged for extra government funding both 
provincially and federally.   Approximately 36% of 
organizations were reached to gather this information as 
well to provide feedback on the grant process.  This 
information pertaining to the process was forwarded to a 
consultant who is currently reviewing our current funding 
programs. 

 
Attachment:  Grant Leveraging Project Summary 

 
Grant Summary 
Operating Totals:    $201,756.00 
Festivals Totals:    $27,573.00 
Total Grants 2013   $229,329.00 
Groups overall Revenue  $2,180,000.42 
Total Leveraged (by the 36%) $554,840.00 

 
 
  

- 22 -



Report to the Culture & Heritage Commission   Page 5 of 5 
ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR MARCH 2014 
 
 
 

EVENTS: 
 
Cultural Awards: 

 
The City of Nanaimo’s 2014 Cultural Awards were held 2014-MAR-12.  Four recipients were 
honored (see below) as well as formal recognition of Robert & Lillian Booth. 
 

1. Honor in Culture – Ian Niamath 
2. Excellence in Culture – Pat Coleman 
3. Emerging Cultural Leader – Shayd Johnson 
4. Lifetime Cultural Achievement – Kenneth Gogo 

 
A full final report consisting of summary, recommendations, budget and sponsorship plan for 
2015 will be prepared for April. 
 
Attachment: Copy of the invitation and program from this year’s event 
 
 
 
Park(ing) Day: 
 
Parking Day is an annual open-source global event where citizens, artists and activists 
collaborate to temporarily transform designated parking spaces into “PARK(ing)” spaces: 
temporary public places. The concept began in 2005 when a local San Francisco art and design 
studio, converted a single metered parking space into a temporary public park in downtown San 
Francisco.  Since 2005, PARK(ing) Day has evolved into a global movement, with organizations 
and individuals (operating independently of this gallery but following an established set of 
guidelines) creating new forms of temporary public space in urban contexts around the world. 

 
Next Steps:  Plan for PARK(ing) Day implementation Plan 
Work with Bylaws Parking Division - March 
 
 
 
 
File: 0360-20-C02 
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