AGENDA
COMBINED MEETING OF THE CULTURAL COMMITTEE
& THE NANAIMO COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION
BOARD ROOM, SERVICE & RESOURCE CENTRE, 411 DUNSMUIR STREET
WEDNESDAY, 2015-MAR-04, COMMENCING AT 4:30 PM

CHAIR: DIANE BRENNAN
1.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:

2.

INTRODUCTION OF LATE ITEMS:

3.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
(Motion required to adopt agenda)

4.

ADOPTION OF MEETING NOTES:
(a)

Minutes of the Combined Cultural Committee & Nanaimo
Community Heritage Commission Meeting held Wednesday, 2015JAN-07 at 4:30 pm, in the Service and Resource Centre Board
Room.

Pg. 1-4

(Motion required to adopt minutes.)
5.

PRESENTATIONS:

6.

CHAIR’S REPORT:

7.

REPORTS OF ADVISORY BODIES & PARTNERS:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

Design Advisory Panel
Nanaimo Community Archives Society
Port Theatre – January 2015
Nanaimo Art Gallery – January / February 2015
Nanaimo District Museum – December 2014 / January 2015
Harbour City Theatre – January / February 2015

(Motion required to receive reports.)

8.

REPORTS OF PROJECT WORKING GROUPS:
(a)
(b)
(c)

Cultural Grant Working Group
Art in Public Places Working Group
Culture & Heritage Award Working Group

(Motion required to receive reports.)

Pg. 5-7
Pg. 8-13
Pg. 14
Pg. 15
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9.
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STAFF REPORTS:
(a)

Community Heritage Register Update
by C. Sholberg, Culture & Heritage Planner.

Pg. 16-41

Staff Recommendation: That the Culture and Heritage
Commission recommend that Council add the following properties
to the Community Heritage Register:
NAME
Cowman Residence
Grieve Residence
Tuck Residence
Pine Street Bungalow

ADDRESS
150 Kennedy Street
711 Wentworth Street
959 Wentworth Street
20 Pine Street

SCORE
56/100
66/100
55/100
54/100

GRADE
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

(Motion required to approve recommendation.)
(b)

Changes to Cultural Grant Funding Programs
by C. Barfoot, Culture & Heritage Coordinator.

Pg. 42-65

Staff Recommendation: That the Culture and Heritage
Commission recommend that Council approve changes to the
Culture and Heritage Grant funding programs as outlined in the
report.
(Motion required to approve recommendation.)
(c)

Activity Update (January / February 2015)
by C. Sholberg, Culture & Heritage Planner.

Pg. 66-83

Staff Recommendation: That the report be received as
information.
(Motion required to receive report.)
(d)

Activity Update (January / February 2015)
by C. Barfoot, Culture & Heritage Coordinator.

Pg. 84-87

Staff Recommendation: That the report be received as
information.
(Motion required to receive report.)
10.

CORRESPONDENCE: (not related to a report to the Committee)
(a)

Press release dated 2015-JAN-22: re province seeks nominations
for Chinese historical sites.

Pg. 88-94

(b)

Vancouver Island Symphony’s Executive Director’s Report –
Annual General Meeting 2014.

Pg. 98-119
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(c)

The National Trust for Canada presents “I Love My Main Street”
Photo Contest.

Pg. 120-121

(d)

Help send the Wellington Jazz Trio (Dick Olynyck Trio) to
Monterey.

Pg. 122-123

(e)

Letter dated 2015-FEB-03 from Island Consort Chamber Society
re thank you for 2015 operating grant.

Pg. 124

(f)

Letter dated 2015-FEB-05 from Tidesmen Barbership Chorus re
thank you for 2015 operating grant.

Pg. 125

(g)

Letter dated 2015-FEB-07 from Nanaimo Sings! re thank you for
2015 festivals and events grant.

Pg. 126

(h)

Letter dated 2015-FEB-24 from Opera Nanaimo re thank you for
2015 operating grant.

Pg. 127

(i)

unConference, 2015-MAR-29 from 11:00 to 3:00 pm

Pg.128-129

(j)

Social Enterprise eCatalyst, 2015-MAR-03 from 4:00 to 5:30 pm

Pg. 130

(k)

Community Cultural Roundtables, 2015-MAR-14, 1:00-4:00 pm

Pg. 131-132

(Motion required to receive correspondence.)
11.

NOTICE OF MOTION:

12.

OTHER BUSINESS:
(a)

Update by John Hofman on Morden Mine

(Motion required if there is other business.)
13.

DELEGATIONS (not related to a Report to the Committee): (10 MINUTES)
(Motion required to receive the delegation.)

14.

QUESTION PERIOD:
(Agenda items only.)

15.
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ADJOURNMENT:
(Motion required to adjourn the meeting.)

File: 0360-20-C02
2015-MAR-04
G:\Commission\2014\NCHC AND CC150304A.doc

UNADOPTED

UNADOPTED

UNADOPTED

ATTACHMENT A

DRAFT

ATTACHMENT A

City of Nanaimo
Culture & Heritage Grants
Operating Grant
Guidelines & Criteria

For more information, please contact the Culture & Heritage Department

at 250-755-4483 or cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca.
Last updated: February 2015
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Introduction
The City of Nanaimo recognizes the integral contribution generated by arts, culture and heritage activities to the City’s economic and
social progress and the value of artistic and cultural expression and enjoyment by its citizens. To these ends, the City of Nanaimo affirms
its ongoing commitment to encourage and support an active and successful arts, culture and heritage sector within the community.

“Culture and heritage defines us as a community
and a place. It is not something we have, it is who we are.”
The City’s intent is to foster the importance and visibility of cultural vitality as one of the four pillars of the corporation’s strategic plan as
adopted by City Council in 2012.
The City of Nanaimo’s Culture and Heritage Commission acts as a resource to Council by providing policy advice for the planning,
development and provision of City culture and heritage services and facilities, and heritage conservation matters. The Commission also
advises Council on matters related to promoting and supporting activities that benefit and advance culture and heritage in the city.
The Culture & Heritage Department’s mandate is to promote and celebrate Nanaimo’s shared experiences and sense of belonging. The
Department’s work is guided by the Cultural Plan for a Creative Nanaimo (2014) and by the Heritage Conservation Program (2002). Its
operating philosophy is grounded in the understanding that everything is based on mutually respectful and beneficial relationships and
collaboration with aligned organizations. Its role is that of convenor, connector, facilitator, enabler and funder on behalf of the sector. It’s
a role that recognizes Nanaimo’s arts, culture and heritage organizations are diverse and independent, united by a desire to realize the
sector’s potential and value as both a social and economic engine; a role that recognizes the Department has limited capacity to act as a
programmer or service provider for the consuming public.
Purpose
The purpose of the Culture & Heritage Operating Grant program is to help underpin the activities of professional arts, culture and heritage
organizations that play a significant role in contributing to the culture profile and economic vitality of Nanaimo.
Program Objectives
The City of Nanaimo’s objectives for the Culture & Heritage Operating Grant program are:
•
•
•

to foster community pride and sense of shared identity through broad public access to a variety of quality arts, culture and heritage
offerings;
to support organizations with a significant impact in the local creative economy; and
to contribute to the promotion of the cultural life of the city locally, regionally, nationally and internationally.

The City of Nanaimo’s strategic funding priorities for the Culture & Heritage Operating Grant program include:
•
•
•
•

activities that encourage the expression and visibility of arts, culture and heritage;
activities that promote and raise the cultural profile of Nanaimo;
innovative collaborations and partnerships with other arts groups, community and cross-sector organizations; and
neighbourhood-based activities.

Scope (Target Applicants)
The Culture & Heritage Operating Grant is intended for arts, culture and heritage organizations based in the City of Nanaimo with
demonstrated commitment to contributing to the cultural life of the city through:
•
•
•

fostering public enjoyment and engagement with arts, culture and heritage;
advancing and promoting local arts, culture and heritage practices within regional, national and international contexts of art,
culture and heritage; and / or
supporting local and regional professional artists.
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Eligibility Criteria
Organizations applying for funding must:
•
•
•
•

be based in Nanaimo and incorporated in good standing (provincially and/ or federally) as a non-profit Canadian arts, culture or
heritage organization with a mandate to serve the public;
be in operation for at least three (3) years;
offer year-round operation / seasonal public programming and / or services to artists; and
show evidence of support from other sources (public and / or private).

Eligibility for Three–Year Operating Funding:

Three-year funding is available to established not–for–profit professional culture and heritage organizations that have been in
existence for at least four (4) years. In order to be eligible, applicants must have received at least one annual grant through the
City of Nanaimo's Culture & Heritage Funding Program. The organization must have an arts, culture and heritage mandate should
this funding be removed, be recognized for excellence in their artistic discipline, provide annual programming to the community,
demonstrate long-range financial stability and be able to articulate long-term artistic visioning and planning.
Definition of Professional Organization:
A “professional organization” is defined as organizations that employ professional artists and pay industry standard artist fees and
and have paid administrative staff.

Ineligible Organizations
Ineligible organizations include:
•
•
•
•

organizations that do not have arts, culture or heritage mandates;
other City of Nanaimo Departments (including Community Recreation Centers);
publicly funded or private educational institutions (public schools, universities, colleges, training organizations); and
organizations and activities outside the City of Nanaimo.

Eligible Activities
Proposed programs of work (one or three years) will comprise of multiple activities that fall into the main areas of public programming,
audience development, administrative and promotion. Specifically:
•
•
•
•

arts, culture and heritage offerings, public engagement and community outreach initiatives;
special administrative activities that advance strategic and organizational capacity;
specific initiatives that foster collaborations and partnerships with other organizations (public and private, non profit and for-profit);
specific ongoing administrative and programming activities that demonstrate they meet the objectives of the program (i.e. no
longer compensate for deficits).

Ineligible Activities
• activities where the central focus or theme is not arts, culture or heritage-focused;
• capital projects;
• recuperation of deficits; and
• bursaries or scholarships.
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Applications for Culture & Heritage Operating Grants will be reviewed / evaluated based on the following assessment criteria:

(40%) MERIT considers:
• quality of proposed programming activities, participating artists and/or contributors;
• alignment of proposed activities and goals with the organization’s mandate, vision and mission; and
• the degree to which proposed activities are innovative and/or the degree to which the proposed activities have community
support.
(40%) RELEVANCE / FEASIBILITY considers:
• activities that reflect the strategic priorities of the City;
• organizational capacity, governance and administrative skills to effectively underpin the organization and its proposed
activities;
• financial health of the organization, as demonstrated by financial statements and provision of realistic proposed budgets with
diversified sources of revenue; and
• the degree to which the organization can effectively generate and participate in partnerships and collaborations with other
organizations and community groups and artists.
(20%) POTENTIAL IMPACT considers:
• public impact in terms of providing rich experiences and learning opportunities that build appreciation for the connection to
arts, culture and heritage;
• benefits to participating artists in terms of opportunities and professional services provided; and potential for advancing their
work or career;
• economic impact in the community, contribution towards the health and vitality of the arts, culture and heritage sector; and
• potential to raise the profile of Nanaimo through promotion of its arts, culture and heritage offerings locally, regionally,
nationally, and internationally.
The City of Nanaimo’s strategic funding priorities for the Culture & Heritage Operating Grant program include:
• activities that encourage the expression and visibility of arts, culture and heritage;
• activities that promote and raise the cultural profile of Nanaimo;
• innovative collaborations and partnerships with other arts groups, community and cross-sector organizations; and
• neighbourhood-based activities.
Adjudication Process
Applications for the following year must be received by DEADLINE of the current year. Late or incomplete applications will not be
considered. The Culture and Heritage Commission screens applications according to eligibility, and reviews / evaluates each accepted
application according to the Assessment Criteria. The Culture and Heritage Commission makes recommendations to Council for
distribution of funds. Decisions are guided by the Culture and Heritage Operating Grant program’s mandate, program objectives,
assessment criteria and final report. Council decisions are final. Applicants will receive written notification of Council’s decision within 90
days of the application deadline date.
Confidentiality
All documents submitted by applicants to the City of Nanaimo become property of the City. The City will make every effort to maintain
the confidentiality of each application and the information contained therein except to the extent necessary to communicate information
to staff and the Culture and Heritage Commission for the purpose of evaluation and analysis. The City will not release this information
to the public except required under the Province of British Columbia Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act or other legal
disclosure process.
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This is an application for the City of Nanaimo’s Culture & Heritage Operating Grant program,
available to Nanaimo non-profit culture and heritage organizations. Before completing
the application form, please ensure that you have read the Culture & Heritage Operating
Grant Guidelines & Criteria.
How to Submit your Application
Submit completed application packages no later than DEADLINE to:
•

By Mail: c/o Culture & Heritage Department, City of Nanaimo				
455 Wallace Street, Nanaimo BC V9R 5J6

•

In Person: c/o Culture & Heritage Department , City of Nanaimo				
Service & Resource Centre, 411 Dunsmuir Street, Nanaimo BC

*

IMPORTANT NOTE: Applicants who have received funding in previous years MUST provide a
complete Culture & Heritage Grant Final Report within 90 days of the organization’s fiscal
year end OR before a new funding request is submitted for consideration. Failure to provide
a final report will result in the rejection of new applications.

For more information, please contact the Culture & Heritage Department at 		
250-755-4483 or cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca.
Last updated: February 2015
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Three-Year Operating Funding (Please refer to three-year funding eligibility in the Culture & Heritage Operating Grants Guidelines & Criteria)
Year: _________________ Grant Request Amount: $______________________ (max. 25% of total operating budget for year)
Total Operating Budget for Year: $________________________________________________________________
Organization Details
Legal Name of Organization: ___________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________ Postal Code: ___________________
City: _________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________________________ Fax: _______________________________
Contact Person: _________________________________________Position:____________________________
BC Society Registration Number: _________________________________________________________________
Is your society in good standing with the BC Registrar?:
Yes
No

Does your organization operate within the City of Nanaimo?
Yes
No

Applicant Profile (max. one (1) page, single-sided, no staples)
Attach a summary of your organization and the organization history, organization mandate and structure (a list of the organizers
identifying the roles and names of the people in those roles/functions.)
Description of Program of Work (max. five (5) pages, single-sided, no staples)
Attach a description of your program of work. Programs of work will comprise multiple activities that fall into four main areas: public
programming; audience development; administration; and promotion. Refer to the following assessment criteria when describing
your program of work.
(40%) MERIT:
• quality of proposed programming activities, participating artists and/or contributors;
• alignment of proposed activities and goals with the organization’s mandate, vision and mission; and
• the degree to which proposed activities are innovative and/or the degree to which the proposed activities have community
support.
(40%) RELEVANCE / FEASIBILITY:
• activities that reflect the strategic priorities of the City;
• organizational capacity, governance and administrative skills to effectively underpin the organization and its proposed
activities;
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•
•

financial health of the organization, as demonstrated by financial statements and provision of realistic proposed budgets
with diversified sources of revenue; and
the degree to which the organization can effectively generate and participate in partnerships and collaborations with
other organizations and community groups and artists.

(20%) POTENTIAL IMPACT
• public impact in terms of providing rich experiences and learning opportunities that build appreciation for the
connection to arts, culture and heritage;
• benefits to participating artists in terms of opportunities and professional services provided; and potential for advancing
their work or career;
• economic impact in the community, contribution towards the health and vitality of the arts, culture and heritage sector;
and
• potential to raise the profile of Nanaimo through promotion of its arts, culture and heritage offerings locally, regionally,
nationally and internationally.
BC Society Act Annual Report
Attach a copy of the organization’s current BC Society Act Annual Report (Form 11).
Financial Information
Attach the following information:
A current operating budget and proposed operating budget for next year, using the attached spreadsheet and the Canadian
Arts Data / Données sur les arts au Canada (CADAC) platform (www.lecadac.ca/welcome.html)
An audited or independently prepared financial statement for the organization’s most recently completed fiscal year (as submitted
to the Province in your annual report)
Further Support Material (max. two (2) double-sided pages – scanned copies only – do not include originals)
Attach further support materials (may include samples of programs, posters or brochures of one event in previous or current year,
resumes, consultant reports, feasibility studies, etc.).
Signature and Declaration
I hereby certify that the information included with this application is complete, is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and that
I have been authorized by the Board of Directors to make this declaration and to submit this application on behalf of the above-named
organization.
I hereby declare that if our organization is successful in obtaining a City of Nanaimo Culture & Heritage Operating Grant that we give the
City of Nanaimo (or a third party appointed by the City) the right to review the project / program for which the grant was obtained to
ascertain whether grant monies received were used for the stated purpose(s) set out in this application.

_____________________________________ ________________________ ________________
Signature						Position				Date
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An .xls Excel Spreadsheet version of this chart is available online at [insert web link to xls here] or by contacting the Culture &
Heritage Department directly.
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For more information, please contact the Culture & Heritage Department 		
at 250-755-4483 or cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca.
Last updated: February 2015
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Introduction
The City of Nanaimo recognizes the integral contribution generated by arts, culture and heritage activities to the City’s economic and
social progress and the value of artistic and cultural expression and enjoyment by its citizens. To these ends, the City of Nanaimo affirms
its ongoing commitment to encourage and support an active and successful arts, culture and heritage sector within the community.

“Culture and heritage defines us as a community
and a place. It is not something we have, it is who we are.”
The City’s intent is to foster the importance and visibility of cultural vitality as one of the four pillars of the corporation’s strategic plan as
adopted by City Council in 2012.
The City of Nanaimo’s Culture and Heritage Commission acts as a resource to Council by providing policy advice for the planning,
development and provision of City culture and heritage services and facilities, and heritage conservation matters. The Commission also
advises Council on matters related to promoting and supporting activities that benefit and advance culture and heritage in the city.
The Culture & Heritage Department’s mandate is to promote and celebrate Nanaimo’s shared experiences and sense of belonging. The
Department’s work is guided by the Cultural Plan for a Creative Nanaimo (2014) and by the Heritage Conservation Program (2002). Its
operating philosophy is grounded in the understanding that everything is based on mutually respectful and beneficial relationships and
collaboration with aligned organizations. Its role is that of convenor, connector, facilitator, enabler and funder on behalf of the sector. It’s
a role that recognizes Nanaimo’s arts, culture and heritage organizations are diverse and independent, united by a desire to realize the
sector’s potential and value as both a social and economic engine; a role that recognizes the Department has limited capacity to act as a
programmer or service provider for the consuming public.
Purpose
The purpose of the Culture & Heritage Project Grant program is to assist culture and heritage organizations in the realization of specific
projects to benefit the public, contribute to the cultural and economic vitality of Nanaimo.
Program Objectives
The City of Nanaimo’s objectives for the Culture & Heritage Project Grant program are:
•
•
•

to foster community pride and sense of shared identity through broad public access to a variety of quality arts, culture and heritage
offerings;
to support organizations with a significant impact in the local creative economy; and
to contribute to the promotion of the cultural life of the city locally, regionally, nationally and internationally.

The City of Nanaimo’s strategic funding priorites for the Culture & Heritage Project Grant program include:
• projects that encourage the expression and visibility of arts, culture and heritage;
• projects that promote and raise the cultural profile in Nanaimo;
• innovative collaborations and partnerships with other arts groups, community and cross sector organizations; and
• neighborhood-based projects.
Scope (Target Applicants)
The Culture & Heritage Project Grant is intended for culture and heritage organizations (both professional and amateur) based in the City
of Nanaimo with a demonstrated commitment to contributing to the quality of life of the city through:
•
•
•

fostering public enjoyment and engagement with arts, culture and heritage;
advancing and promoting local arts, culture and heritage practices; and / or
presenting culture and heritage from outside the region for the enjoyment of local audiences and visitors.
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be based in Nanaimo and incorporated in good standing (provincially and/or federally) as a non-profit Canadian arts, culture or
heritage organization with a mandate to serve the public;
be in operation for minimum of one (1) year;
have successfully produced and documented at least one prior project or event; and
show evidence of support from other sources (public and/or private, cash and/or in kind).

*
*

IMPORTANT NOTE: Organizations that receive Operating grant support are eligible, in some circumstances1, to apply to the
following Project grant types: Collaborations and Partnerships OR Organizational Capacity Building
Organizations that wish to undertake opportune collaborative projects or capacity building activities that have not already been described in operating grant
programs of work.
1

LEVERAGE POINT: Project grants to a maximum of 25% of the total project costs (one (1) project per application). Applicants may
submit up to three (3) applications for three (3) discrete projects per year.

Ineligible Organizations
• organizations that do not have arts, culture or heritage mandates;
• other City of Nanaimo Departments (including Community Recreation Centers);
• publicly funded or private educational institutions (public schools, universities, colleges, training organizations); and
• organizations and activities outside the City of Nanaimo.
Eligible Projects
Proposed projects will fall into four main areas, specifically:
•

Events (i.e. public events and community arts, culture and heritage projects that animate the downtown core and/or community
neighborhoods).

•

Festivals (i.e. recurring and one-off culture and heritage festivals that take place during the main tourist and/or shoulder season).

•

Collaborations and Partnerships (i.e. special projects that are based upon collaborations and partnerships with other culture
and heritage or cross-sector organizations (public and private, non-profit and for-profit).

•

Organizational Capacity Buildings (i.e. capacity building initiatives that seek to advance the organizational capacity and longterm sustainability of the organization).

*

IMPORTANT NOTE: Organizations will not be eligible for Project Grant funding if they have received other funding assistance
through the City of Nanaimo for the project.

Ineligible Projects
• projects where the central focus or theme is not arts, culture or heritage-focused;
• capital projects;
• recuperation of deficits; and
• bursaries or scholarships.
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Assessment Criteria
Applications for Culture & Heritage Project Grants will be reviewed / evaluated based on the following assessment criteria:
(40%) MERIT considers:
• quality of proposed project, participating artists and/or contributors;
• the degree to which proposed activities are innovative or distinctive; and
• the degree to which the proposed project has community support.

Describe the context in which the project will take place, including the objectives of the project and how these objectives will be
carried out. Describe artists, artworks and/or other major participants in the project.
(40%) RELEVANCE / FEASIBILITY considers:
• activities that reflect the strategic priorities of the City;
• planning and administrative skills to effectively underpin the proposed project; and
• provision of realistic proposed budgets with diversified sources of revenue.
Provide a schedule of activities, including research and planning. Provide a promotional or marketing plan. Describe how the
project addresses the stated objectives of the program. Highlight any correlation with the strategic priorities of the City.
(20%) POTENTIAL IMPACT considers:
• public impact in terms of providing rich experiences and learning opportunities that build appreciation for and connection to
arts, culture and heritage;
• economic impact in the community, contribution towards the health and vitality of the arts, culture and heritage sector; and
• potential to raise the profile of Nanaimo through promotion of its arts, culture and heritage offerings locally and regionally.
Describe the intended impact of the project on the communities served, target audiences if any, the general public. Provide
information on projected attendance, the economic impact of the project (based upon past projects and/or projected).
The City of Nanaimo’s strategic funding priorities for the Culture & Heritage Project Grant program include:
• projects that encourage the expression and visibility of arts, culture and heritage;
• projects that promote and raise the cultural profile in Nanaimo;
• innovative collaborations and partnerships with other culture and heritage groups, community and cross sector organizations; and
• neighborhood-based projects.
Adjudication Process
Applications for the following year must be received by DEADLINE of the current year. Late or incomplete applications will not
be considered. The Culture and Heritage Commission screens applications according to eligibility, and reviews / evaluates each
accepted application according to the Assessment Criteria. The Culture and Heritage Commission makes recommendations to Council
for distribution of funds. Decisions are guided by the Culture and Heritage Project Grant program’s mandate, program objectives,
assessment criteria and final report. Council decisions are final. Applicants will receive written notification of Council’s decision within
90 days of the application deadline date.
Confidentiality
All documents submitted by applicants to the City of Nanaimo become property of the City. The City will make every effort to
maintain the confidentiality of each application and the information contained therein except to the extent necessary to communicate
information to staff and the Culture and Heritage Commission for the purpose of evaluation and analysis. The City will not release this
information to the public except required under the Province of British Columbia Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
or other legal disclosure process.
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This is an application for the City of Nanaimo’s Culture & Heritage Project Grant, available to
Nanaimo non-profit culture and heritage organizations. Before completing the application
form, refer to the Culture & Heritage Project Grant Guidelines & Criteria.
How to Submit your Application
Submit completed application packages no later than DEADLINE to:
•

By Mail: c/o Culture & Heritage Department					
455 Wallace Street, Nanaimo BC V9R 5J6

•

In Person: c/o Culture & Heritage Department , City of Nanaimo		
Service & Resource Centre, 411 Dunsmuir Street, Nanaimo BC

*

IMPORTANT NOTE: Applicants who have received funding in previous years MUST
provide a complete Culture & Heritage Grant Final Report within 90 days of the
conclusion of the project/event. Failure to provide a final report will result in the
rejection of new applications.

For more information, please contact the Culture & Heritage Department 		
at 250-755-4483 or cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca.
Last updated: February 2015
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Grant Request Details

Year: __________________ Grant Request Amount: $______________________ (max. 25% of total project budget for year)
				
Total Project Budget for Year: $________________________________________________________________
Project Details
Please specify the type of project:
Event (i.e. public events and community arts, culture, heritage projects that animate the downtown core and/or community
neighborhoods)
Festival (i.e. recurring and one-off culture and heritage festivals that take place during the main tourist and/or shoulder season)
Collaborations and Partnerships (i.e. special projects that are based upon collaborations and partnerships with other culture
and heritage or cross-sector organizations (public and private, nonprofit and for-profit)
Organizational Capacity Buildings (i.e. capacity building initiatives that seek to advance the organizational capacity and longterm sustainability of the organization)
Project Title: ___________________________________________________________________________
Times / Dates of Project:__ __________________________________________________________________
Location: _____________________________________________________________________________
Organization Details
Legal Name of Organization: __________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________ Postal Code: ________________________
City: _______________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:___________________________________ Fax: ___________________________________
Contact Person: _________________________________________Position: ___________________________
For how many years have you been an organization?: __________________________________________________
BC Society Registration Number: _______________________________________________________________
Is your society in good standing with the BC Registrar?:
Yes
No
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Description of Project (max. three (3) single-sided, no staples)
Attach a description of the project in separate parts that relate directly to the assessment criteria (as described below and in the
Culture & Heritage Project Grant Guidelines & Criteria).

MERIT (40%)
• Describe the context in which the project will take place, including the objectives of the project and how these objectives will be
carried out. Describe artists, artworks and / or other major participants in the project.
RELEVANCE / FEASIBILITY (40%)
• Provide a schedule of activities, including research and planning. Provide a promotional or marketing plan. Describe how the
project addresses the stated objectives of the program. Highlight any correlation with the strategic priorities of the City.
POTENTIAL IMPACT (20%)
• Describe the intended impact of the project on the communities served, target audiences if any, the general public. Provide
information on projected attendance, the economic impact of the project (based upon past projects and/or projected).
For what purpose do you plan to use this City fund? Please be specific and note that capital expenditures are not permitted. If
applicable, describe where participants will come from. Use last year’s actual numbers if event was held previously. For new
activities, provide an estimate.
Does your activity take place in Nanaimo?
Yes
No

Is this a first-time project?
Yes
No

BC Society Act Annual Report
If applicable, attach a copy of the organization’s current BC Society Act Annual Report (Form 11).
Financial Information
Attach the following information:
A detailed budget of the proposed project, outlining all revenues including sources and expenditures using the attached .xls
spreadsheet.
Further Support Material (max. four (4) single-sided pages - no staples - scanned copies only - do not include originals)
Attach further support materials (i.e. sample of a program, poster or brochure of one event in previous or current year).
Signature and Declaration
I hereby certify that the information included with this application is complete, and is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and
that I have been authorized by the Board of Directors to make this declaration and to submit this application on behalf of the abovenamed organization.
I hereby declare that if our organization is successful in obtaining a City of Nanaimo Culture & Heritage Project Grant that we give the City
of Nanaimo (or a third party appointed by the City) the right to review the project / program for which the grant was obtained to ascertain
whether grant monies received were used for the stated purpose(s) set out in this application.
_____________________________________ ________________________ ________________
Signature						Position				Date
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DRAFT

City of Nanaimo
Culture & Heritage Grants

Project Grant Application Form

An .xls Excel Spreadsheet version of this chart is available online at [insert web link to xls here] or by contacting the Culture &
Heritage Department directly.
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For more information about the buildings featured in this brochure,
request a copy of the City’s Heritage Register. If you have questions
about the City’s Heritage Register or Heritage Conservation
Program, please contact the Culture & Heritage Department.
▲ 1891 - FIRST BICYCLE CLUB IN NANAIMO. LEFT TO RIGHT: J. DEEMING B.
STEPHENSON DR. HALL J. WILKINSON W. WILKINSON J. HORNER W. O’DELL
A. DEEMING REV McRAE A. DUGGAN E. FRUER J.R. McKENZIE

• location:

Service & Resource Centre, 411 Dunsmuir Street

• mail:

c/o Culture & Heritage, 455 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo, BC V9R 5J6

• phone:

250-755-4483

• online:

www.nanaimo.ca/goto/heritage

• email:

cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca
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EVOLUTION OF THE BICYCLE
Guide to Nanaimo’s
Neighbourhoods and
Heritage Bike Tour
1870
HIGH-WHEEL BICYCLE

1830
TRICYCLE VELOCIPEDE

GABRIOLA
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BC FERRY
DUKE POINT

FROM 1817 TO 2000

1817
DRAISINE
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SAFETY BICYCLE

1960
RACING BIKE
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2000
MOUNTAIN BIKE
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TRANSCANADA
HIGHWAY TO VICTORIA

http://scientificman.com

Want to learn more about
Nanaimo’s history?
• Visit our website at
www.nanaimo.ca/goto/heritage
• or contact the Culture & Heritage
Department at 250-755-4483
• or cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca.

NANAIMO
HARBOUR

1

Continue your visit to Nanaimo’s past at the:

100 Museum Way
250-753-1821

150 Commercial Street
250-753-4462

All historical photos courtesy Nanaimo Community Archives
Special Thanks To: The Greater Nanaimo Cycling Coalition,
Jim Teneycke, Icad, Nanaimo Community Archives

A Walk Through Time

Brochure Produced By:

Your Guide to Nanaimo’s
Historic Neighbourhoods
and Heritage Buildings
Bike Tour
Take a two-hour bike ride over
moderately sloped terrain to learn about
Nanaimo’s historic neighbourhoods,
heritage buildings and sites.
Nanaimo has many stories to tell. It has
a rich and varied history that still speaks
to us in the way the City has grown and
developed over time. In particular, these
stories are evident in the city’s historic
neighbourhoods (downtown, Old City,
Newcastle, and South End) and the
heritage buildings and sites, which
comprise the tangible reminders of each
area’s history.

C Chinatown

A Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway Station
Built by the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1920, this station replaced the one built
by the E&N Railway in 1886 when the railway first opened. The terminal, with its
distinctive square central tower, was damaged by fire in 2007, but has recently
been faithfully rehabilitated and restored.

B Nob Hill Neighbourhood
In the late 19th Century, Nob Hill was a prestigious residential area. Today, the
neighbourhood is a mix of single-family dwellings, apartments and boarding
houses that retain many original Victorian and Edwardian era design elements.
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One of the oldest, continuously functioning parishes in B.C., this landmark
church, built in 1931, is Nanaimo’s only example of Gothic Revival architecture.
The original stained glass windows, oak pulpit, stone baptismal font and fir
organ case are all intact. A 1914 miner’s lamp located on the left side of the altar
shines a perpetual light.
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The Nanaimo Bastion is the only known Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) wooden
bastion still standing in North America. Nanaimo’s most recognizable landmark,
the Bastion served mainly as a symbol of community security and has
safeguarded the inner harbour since 1853. Relocated from its original position in
1891, the Bastion has been in continuous use since as a heritage attraction and
museum.
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Nanaimo, and the eastern stretch of Vancouver Island, is the ancestral home of
the Snuneymuxw, a Coast Salish people. The Snuneymuxw lived in several
waterfront villages along Nanaimo’s shores, from Departure Bay to Newcastle
Island, where they found abundant food, fresh water and winter shelter.
Accomplished tool makers, wood workers, spinners and artists, they gathered
shellfish, fished and hunted in the Nanaimo area in the winter and spring before
migrating to the Fraser River to follow the annual sockeye salmon run. It is
estimated that before European contact, the Snuneymuxw population in
Nanaimo varied from 2,000 to 5,000.
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On this site in 1883, the Vancouver Coal Company opened the No. 1 Esplanade
Mine with workings that later extended beyond Newcastle and Protection Islands
and the Nanaimo River. Workers at the mine produced 18 million tons of coal,
more than any other mine on Vancouver Island, by the time it was closed in 1938.
The memorial plaque remembers the 150 miners who lost their lives in the 1887
mine explosion.
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D South End Neighbourhood
One of Nanaimo’s oldest neighbourhoods, miners, storekeepers and mine
executives lived here in the shadow of the No. 1 Mine from the 1860s. The area’s
original mixed residential and industrial past continues to define the
neighbourhood today.
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By 1911, Nanaimo’s Chinatown was well established, with buildings on both sides
of Pine Street. The community had a population of approximately 1,500 which
would swell on weekends when Chinese workers came from surrounding areas to
socialize and purchase supplies. The non-Chinese population also frequented
Chinatown for commercial and entertainment purposes. The population and
economic vitality of the Pine Street Chinatown waned in the early 1920s due to the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1923 and a decline in the coal industry. The area became
increasingly derelict until it was destroyed by fire on September 30th, 1960. By this
time, the majority of the population had dispersed throughout Nanaimo or
relocated to larger Chinese communities in Canada and the United States.
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I Great National Land Building
Built for the Bank of Commerce in 1914 during a coal mining strike, the building’s
imposing Classical Revival style was meant to convey conservatism, tradition,
stability and prosperity during a volatile time. With its four massive columns,
and located on a prominent downtown corner, it remains one of Nanaimo’s
most striking landmarks.

J

Industrial Heritage – Nanaimo Foundry

In 1888, Thomas and Nathaniel Dobeson established the Nanaimo Foundry
on land that is now part of the Maffeo-Sutton Park site. At first, the foundry
catered mainly to the marine industry but quickly diversified into mining,
logging and railway work. Thomas Dobeson patented his own line of fire
hydrants and the “Dobeson Carwheel”, a wheel for coal mine cars with a
built-in oiling device. Marine work included the production and design of
marine engines, and the conversions of sailing vessels into steamboats. The
Nanaimo Foundry also produced “steam donkeys” or engines equipped with
drums and cables which aided the logging industry by pulling logs out of the
woods. During World War 2, the Foundry operated around the clock, building
engine and marine parts for the military. By 1949, the Foundry included a
machine shop and fabricating works, and catered mainly to the forest
industry. In 1999, the Foundry moved to a modern building near Chemainus,
and the original building was demolished as part of the park redevelopment
process.

K Newcastle Neighbourhood
By the early 20th Century, Newcastle was Nanaimo’s most prestigious
residential neighbourhood. With its beautiful waterfront, large lots and
distance from old town industrial activity, Newcastle attracted merchants,
managers and professionals. Many of the neighbourhood’s earliest homes
still stand and continue to provide an aura of grace and refinement.

L Van Houten Residence
A Craftsman bungalow, this 1924 home was built for A.C. and Mary Van
Houten. A.C. Van Houten was a druggist and the U.S. Consular Agent. Typical
architectural treatments of this era include a generous open front verandah
accented by a projecting gable, supported on twinned columns.

M Millstone River – Sawmills
In the 1850s, the Hudson’s Bay Company built a small, water powered sawmill
on the Millstone River. The mill operated sporadically until it was purchased
by a group of local entrepreneurs in 1874. The old water powered mill was
quickly dismantled and then replaced with modern, stream-powered
equipment. Later sawmills located along the Millstone included Andrew
Haslam’s Nanaimo Saw and Planing Mill, which included a window and door
factory, the Red Fire Lumber Mill and the New Ladysmith Lumber Company. In
the 1930s, the Nanaimo Lumber Company, who operated the very last sawmill
along the Millstone, shut down. As the waterfront became less industrial with
more recreational uses, sawmills were built further north along Newcastle
Channel and south on the Assembly Wharf lands.

N Old City Neighbourhood
Nanaimo’s oldest residential neighbourhood, the Old City was established in the
1860s as a middle to upper income residential neighbourhood a comfortable
distance from the busy commercial core. By the turn of the 20th Century,
Nanaimo’s entrepreneurial and professional classes were moving to areas west
and north of the original town site. This movement was largely spurred by the
development of the No. 1 Coal Mine in what was once a predominantly
residential area in the southend, but also reflects a general trend towards
single-use neighbourhoods that were increasingly defined by social class and
their distance from industrial activity.

Pioneer Cemetery Park

▲ ENTRANCE GATE, CHINESE CEMETARY
1598 Townsite Road
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The Chinese Cemetery is a rare, tangible link with Nanaimo’s Chinese
heritage. The Chinese, almost wholly single men, came to Nanaimo as early
as the 1860s to work in the mines or to open businesses. Perceived as unfair
competition because of their willingness to work for lower wages than white
employees, the Chinese were the source of much labour conflict during the
19th century. Initially, the Chinese settled in what is now downtown Nanaimo
but in the 1880s they were removed by the coal company to the outskirts of
town in an effort to reduce tensions. By 1908, a new Chinatown, one of the
largest in North America at that time, was established near the western edge
of the city. The last Chinatown was destroyed by fire in 1960, although much
of its population had already dispersed. Because there is so little other
tangible evidence of Nanaimo’s Chinese heritage, the Chinese Cemetery is
especially significant.

St. Peter’s Cemetery is a rare, tangible link with
Nanaimo’s Roman Catholic heritage and speaks to
the earliest ecclesiastic, social and spiritual history
of Nanaimo. The first recorded burial took place in
1876, although the church was established in
2 301 Machleary Street
Nanaimo at least 15 years earlier. The cemetery is
the only surviving single denomination graveyard in Nanaimo. Still in active use,
the cemetery is important as a communal, spiritual space, and as a publicly
accessible, outdoor history museum.
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Pioneer Cemetery Park is also an important example of an early preservation
project and the development of community heritage consciousness. In 1953,
concerned by the overall dilapidation of the site, the newly formed Nanaimo
Branch of the British Columbia Historical Association (British Columbia Heritage
Federation) made a record of all the stones still standing and a sketch of their
original positions. In 1958, as their British Columbia Centennial Project, the Hub
City Kiwanis Club cleared the site, set the remaining headstones in a curving rock
wall and planted grass and flowers. In 1960, the project was completed and the
site was officially converted to a memorial park by the City of Nanaimo.

St . Peter’s Cemetery
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Pioneer Cemetery Park speaks to the community’s
earliest development and is a valuable record of
the lives of Nanaimo’s first European settlers. The
park is the third oldest cemetery in British Columbia
after Fort Langley and Victoria. From the first
1 10 Wallace Street
known burial in 1853 to the final burial in 1895, this
cemetery served as an essential community space, both practically and
spiritually.
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Chinese Cemetery
Built in 1924, the Chinese Cemetery is a very
good example of an ethnic cultural landscape.
In addition to grave markers with Chinese
inscriptions, the cemetery features traditional
Chinese elements including ornate, brightly
4 1598 Townsite Road
painted entry gates, a pagoda structure, an altar
and a shrine. Although the cemetery is no longer exclusively Chinese, it
retains, through the presence of these elements, a distinct Chinese character.

Established in 1877 when the city’s first cemetery
became full, the Nanaimo Public Cemetery is
important as a highly visible, tangible link with
Nanaimo’s past. The modest early grave markers
reflect Nanaimo’s predominantly working-class
3 555 Bowen Road
population while more elaborate monuments
provide the names and tastes of the city’s wealthier citizens. Most representative
of Nanaimo’s history are the many inscriptions about mine accidents, testimony
to the over 600 mine related deaths that occurred in the area from the 1860s to
the 1950s. Still in active use, the Nanaimo Public Cemetery functions as a fully
accessible outdoor history museum.
The Nanaimo Public Cemetery exemplifies the role the local coal company
played in the development of the City. In addition to numerous park, school and
church sites, the Vancouver Coal Mining and Land Company also donated the
land for this cemetery. Because the company owned all the land in the area, the
community was highly dependent on company largess for the acquisition of
public land. The company was, in turn, dependent on community goodwill to
ensure economic stability. As such, the site testifies to the long standing
symbiotic relationship between the coal company and the community.

Wellington Cemetery
The Wellington Cemetery is one of very few
tangible links to the town of Wellington, a
formerly distinct community that was
subsequently absorbed into the City of Nanaimo.
Developed in the 1870s as a coal town by Robert 5 4700 Ledgerwood Road
Dunsmuir, who became one of the province’s
wealthiest men, Wellington rivaled Nanaimo in population and industrial
output until its demise in 1900 when coal operations were moved south of
Nanaimo to Extension and Ladysmith. At that time, many of the buildings
were moved by railcar to the new communities. Combined with a few
remaining 19th century buildings that are scattered throughout the area, the
Wellington Cemetery is an important example of the ephemeral nature of
single-industry resource towns.
The Physical remains of the Wellington Cemetery reveal much about the early
social and economic history of the area. The original division of the cemetery
into quadrants by religious denomination reflects the importance of those
distinctions. In addition, the headstones provide evidence of the community’s
population composition. Unlike Nanaimo, which was developed
predominantly by English and Scottish settlers, the headstones at Wellington
Cemetery indicate an ethnically diverse population that included significant
numbers of Italians, Fins, and Belgians. Other headstones tell of deaths due to
mining accidents, a common occurrence in Wellington’s history. As a whole,
the cemetery functions as an outdoor classroom of Wellington history.

Snuneymuxw Ancient Burial Area

Brochure Produced By:

For more information about the buildings featured in this brochure,
request a copy of the City’s Heritage Register. If you have questions
about the City’s Heritage Register or Heritage Conservation
Program, please contact the Culture & Heritage Department.

Garden Memorial to Chinese Pioneers
The Garden Memorial to Chinese Pioneers speaks directly
to Nanaimo’s Chinese heritage. Around 1890, this small
plot was donated by the New Vancouver Coal Mining and
Land Company for use as a Chinese burial ground. At
that time, the site was just beyond the city’s official
boundaries. Bodies were interred here, but it was always
intended that the bones of the deceased would be
returned to China. The site was in use until 1924, when
the new burial grounds on Townsite Road were
7 105 St. George St.
established. This site served as an essential communal
space for the original Chinese community and later, as an important
commemorative space for their descendents.
The Garden Memorial to Chinese Pioneers is a significant example of a
community commemorative project. In 1976, the site was presented to the
City by the Nanaimo Chinese Community. This was the first garden in Canada
to commemorate the contribution made by the Chinese and their Canadian
children to this country. The memorial garden is also a very good example of
an ethnic cultural landscape. The brightly painted, stylized pagoda structure,
inscribed standing stone found on the site, stylized altar for burning joss sticks
and other materials, concrete patio with Chinese-style perimeter fencing and
graceful arched staircase all give the park a distinct Chinese character.

• location:

Service & Resource Centre, 411 Dunsmuir Street

• mail:

c/o Culture & Heritage, 455 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo, BC V9R 5J6

• phone:

250-755-4483

• online:

www.nanaimo.ca/goto/heritage

• email:

cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca
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Dallas Square Cenotaph
The Dallas Square Cenotaph, built in 1921 to
commemorate local men who died during World War I,
represents deeply felt community sensibilities about
memory, war and loss. The Cenotaph is still used as a
memorial site and bears witness to annual Remembrance
Day ceremonies, giving the community an important
opportunity to gather and remember together.
The Cenotaph is a very good example of a simple, graceful
8 85 Front Street
monument. Minimally ornamented, the Cenotaph’s
design, created and executed by local monument works
owner E. Millins, was based on an ancient Egyptian model.
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Continue your visit to Nanaimo’s past at the:

100 Museum Way
250-753-1821

150 Commercial Street
250-753-4462

All historical photos courtesy Nanaimo Community Archives
Special Thanks To: Downtown Community Association,
Jim Teneycke, Icad, Nanaimo Community Archives

A Walk Through Time

Remains found at this site and the surrounding
beach front area date back over 3,500 years,
and are associated with the Snuneymuxw First
Nation and a winter village settlement site
known as Stl’i lep, believed to have been
6 2937 Departure Bay
located here for millennia.
The Snuneymuxw continued to live seasonally at the Stl’i lep village site up
until the mid 1800s at which time a series of events led to their displacement.
The first event occurred in May, 1861 when a pioneer named John Christie
pre-empted 114 acres of land around Departure Bay including most of the
village site. The remaining portion of the village site was claimed by another
pioneer named William Hughes in October, 1861. The land was surveyed in
1870, and title was crown-granted to these men in 1871. Despite this, the
Snuneymuxw continued to use the winter village site. However, events that
occurred in the 1890s and early 1900s such as the construction of the
Dunsmuir Colliery wharfs, the CIL dynamite plant in what is now the Cilaire
Subdivision, and continued residential settlement throughout the Bay area
disrupted the environment and traditional fishing patterns, and ultimately
resulted in the displacement of the Snuneymuxw at this site.

Your Guide to Nanaimo’s
Historic Cemeteries
and Burial Areas
Nanaimo’s Cemeteries and Burial Areas
are unique cultural landscapes which
provide a tangible reminder of the
people who livedin and built the City of
Nanaimo, as well as those who resided in
the area prior to European contact.
Hallowed places of reflection and
remembrance, in many cases, they are
the only connection we have with the
people who originally settled in
Nanaimo and the surrounding lands.

Leynard Residence

Wilson Residence
Built in 1926, the Wilson Residence is an
excellent example of a late Craftsman style
building. The building is finely detailed and
has a notable wrap-around verandah that
13 697 Wentworth Street takes advantage of its corner location. The
residence is also significant for its association
with Charles Wilson. During the 1930s and 1940s, Wilson was a prolific
local contractor and designer. Wilson exemplifies early Nanaimo builders.
Self-taught builders like Wilson, who had no formal architectural training,
design the majority of Nanaimo’s early building stock. Among Wilson’s
credits are this residence, the design and construction of the Hall Block on
Commercial Street, the construction of the Eagle’s Hall on Bastion Street
and the Hudson-Essex garage (now offices) at 30 Front Street.

Ledingham Residence
Built around 1902, this residence is a very good
example of a vernacular, transitional style –
from Late Victorian carpenter ornamentation
to Edwardian symmetry and boxiness. The
building displays some unusual features. The 14 347 Milton Street
symmetrical massing is emphasized by twin
projecting front bays on the ground floor that are joined by a continuous
hip roof to form a covered porch over the central front entry. Decorative
fish-scale shingling is used in the front gable. The residence is significant
as one of the few surviving historic buildings in this immediate area that
recalls its early identity as a prestigious residential neighbourhood. Over
time, other single family residences in the area were replaced with
apartment blocks, multiple family housing and institutional buildings.

McCourt Residence
Tall and imposing, the vertical massing of this
residence is typical of the Late Victorian era.
The projecting front bay has a sloped roof,
with paired brackets at the cornice. The house
survives in fairly intact condition, except for
15 750 Franklyn Street
the enclosure of the corner entry porch, metal
clad roof, and the addition of a concrete block chimney on the east
façade. By 1901 the property had been acquired from Donald McLellan
by Joseph McCourt, a miner who lived on Victoria Road, as a rental
property.

Built for the Leynard family around 1932, the
residence is a very good example of the English
Cottage Style that was very popular in Nanaimo
during the interwar period. Design features
representative of this style include the
17 442 Milton Street
asymmetrical floor plan, steeply pitched gable
and hip roofs and the early use of stucco siding. Art Leynard was a long time
City Engineer and author of “The Coal Mines of Nanaimo”, a popular
publication.

Nanaimo Hospital
(now Malaspina Lodge)
Built between 1925 and 1942, the Nanaimo
Hospital is a very good example of Classical
Period Revival style architecture. Based on the
architecture of Ancient Greece and Rome,
18 388 Machleary Street
Classical Revival was one of the most
widespread styles in North America from the late 1880s to the early 1900s,
especially for churches and public buildings. The buildings’ Greek Cross form
and minimal ornamentation are typical elements of this style. The building’s
overall austere and institutional appearance, appropriate for the serious
nature of providing medical services, symbolizes tradition and authority.
The Hospital building represents the City’s complex history of medical
services and speaks to the on-going challenge of providing adequate
facilities for an ever-expanding population. The first hospital was opened in
1877 in a row of miner’s cabins. In 1881, a large new purpose built hospital
was opened on this site. Continued population growth dictated the
construction of this new building in 1925. Construction was delayed by lack
of finances and it was not officially opened until three years later. The north
wing, although part of the original design, was not completed until 1942
because of funding problems. In 1962, a new hospital was opened at
another site. The Nanaimo Hospital Building has since been adapted for
other uses.

Freethy Residence

19

304 Kennedy Street

Milton Street Residence
Constructed around 1893, this Late Victorian
cottage is one of the oldest buildings on this
street. Its symmetrical massing, central entry
and porch, and flanking bays recall a
vernacular style from the Southern United
16 434 Milton Street
Stated sometimes called “Piano Box
Victorian”. Sympathetically rehabilitated, it adds greatly to the ambience
of Milton Street, which still maintains much of its Victorian and
Edwardian housing stock.

Built in 1911 for John W. and Edith Freethy, the
residence is a very good example of a finely
detailed Craftsman Bungalow. The horizontal
massing, full front verandah, tapered columns
and scroll-cut verge boards are typical features
of this style. John Freethy was a clerk at
Spencer’s Store on nearby Victoria Crescent.

Woodman Residence
Built in 1913, the Woodman Residence is an
exceptional, richly detailed example of
Edwardian era eclectic trends in housing forms.
The symmetrical façade and vertical proportions
are typically Edwardian while the pattern of
20 307 Kennedy Street
sinuous curves in the leaded glass in the upper
windows sash speaks to an Arts and Crafts influence. The overall impression
is of a finely crafted custom built house, relatively rare in a city composed
predominantly of modest working-class housing. The residence is also
significant for its association with a well known and respected teacher, May
Woodman, who lived in the building from 1913-1971.

Wilkinson Residence
Built in 1913, the Wilkinson Residence is
Nanaimo’s premiere example of the eclectic
design trends of the Edwardian era. The
Craftsman influenced river rock foundation,
Classical style porch columns and Edwardian 21 305 Kennedy Street
era vertical proportions of the building are
evidence of this trend. The building is further distinguished by a
two-storey high rounded turret on the front façade, stained glass window
panels and sidelights, and a second floor balcony. The residences’ corner
location, height , and mass make it a highly visible neighbourhood
landmark.

Shaw Residence
Built in 1910-11 by George N. Shaw, manager
of International Correspondence Schools, the
Shaw Residence is a very good example of a
modest Craftsman style bungalow. Long and
low in form, this simple building features a
22 815 Fitzwilliam Street
few decorative elements typical of the
Craftsman style including a stained glass panel in the second floor
window, triangular brackets under the porch and double-hung wooden
sash windows.

Beattie Residence
Built in 1910 for George Beattie, owner of
Beattie and Hopkins Printers, the Beattie
Residence is a sophisticated and unusual
example of an Edwardian-era Craftsman style
bungalow. The building features many of the
23 825 Fitzwilliam Street
hallmarks of this style including its long and
low proportions, double hung wooden-sash windows, front gable roof,
inset verandah, squared chamfered columns, exposed rafter ends and
triangular eave brackets. The residence is significant as an example of the
type of superior housing, both in design and construction, that typifies the
Old City neighbourhood.

Rowbottom Residence
Built in 1913 for Francis (Frank) Rowbottom
who was a baker, the residence is a superior
example of an Edwardian bungalow. This
symmetrical building has many Craftsman
features including triangular eave brackets,
24 320 Machleary Street
exposed rafter ends on the front dormer and
a large, finely detailed wrap-around verandah. The rock wall with stone
gateposts and elaborate wrought iron gate, in addition to the mature
landscaping, add to the estate-like ambience of this property.

View from 19?? standing roughly on the corner of Kennedy
Street & Fitzwilliam Street, facing east. ???? to confirm...

CALEDONIA AVE
CLIFF ST

U RCH

CH

ST

CIAL ST

VIC
CAV
AN

1

ROB

ST

ART
S

BE
RT

T
HEC
ATE
S

16
17

ST

29

T

27

Y
LB

28

26

T

25

KLY

SE

18

ST

ST

MER
COM

L
WA

EY

SL

15

20

CE

T
NS

AN

NS
LTO

RAILROAD

LA

FR

MI

WALKING ROUTE
6.1 km TOTAL DISTANCE

B

T
MS
LLIA

14

ST

LEGEND:
HERITAGE LOCATION
8

19
24

ON

TI
AS

WE

23

30

T

ORTH S

WI

FITZ

22 21

T

2

13

RON

WENT W

3

9

31

ERF

4

AT

12

W

8

10

SECOND ST

ST
T
NT
LS
FRO
APE
CH
SKIN NER ST

11

32

LL ST

CAMPBE

7

YS
ED
NN

Built in 1911, the Wells Residence is a good
example of an Edwardian era, Craftsman style
bungalow. The solid and substantial appearance,
front verandah, oversize triangular eave brackets,
and scroll-cut verge boards are typical features of
31 904 Wentworth Street
this style. The glassed in porch on the building’s
east side, with its row of large mullioned windows, takes full advantage of the
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St. Peter’s Cemetery is a rare, tangible link with
Nanaimo’s Roman Catholic heritage and speaks
to the earliest ecclesiastic, social and spiritual
history of Nanaimo. The first recorded burial
took place in 1876, although the church was
30 301 Machleary Street
established in Nanaimo at least 15 years earlier.
The cemetery is the only surviving single denomination graveyard in
Nanaimo. Still in active use, the cemetery is important as a communal,
spiritual space, and as a publicly accessible, outdoor history museum.
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Built in 1929, the Clements Residence is a good
example of an unusual, vernacular
late-Craftsman style building. While the simple
form, steeply pitched roof and shed dormer are
typical Craftsman elements, the extensive use of 29 420 Pine Street
rock is an idiosyncratic and unusual surface
treatment. The residence is located on sloping topography forming the
dividing line between two significant older City neighbourhoods – the Old City
Neighbourhood to the east and the Harewood neighbourhood to the west.
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Built in 1916, the Parrot Residence is a very
good example of an Edwardian era bungalow
and displays many elements typical of the
style including a simple, square form,
restrained ornamentation, an open front
verandah with square chamfered columns
and a cross-gabled roof.
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Built around 1912 for John Johnston, a local
blacksmith, the residence is a very good
example of a vernacular, Edwardian era
bungalow. Common elements include an
open front verandah inset under a projecting 26 407 Machleary Street
second storey front gable, supported by
square chamfered columns. Unusual features include the arches located
on the front porch. Johnston’s two daughters, Lillian and Isabelle, were
teachers in the community for many years. The house was lived in
continuously by members of the Johnston family until 2006.

BOWEN PARK

LL

WALL ST

John Johnston Residence

Built in 1893 for Joseph Rowley, a blacksmith,
this tall late Victorian house displays the
influence of the Italianate style. Scroll-cut
eave brackets decorate the broad cornice
under the roofline. A two storey projecting
28 426 Machleary Street
front semi-octagonal bay features
star-shaped cut outs, and a steeply sloped skirting that extends to form a
roof over the front entry. Slender turned columns frame the front door.
The front door and the balustrade have been replaced, and a deck added
to the rear of the house, otherwise it remains in very good condition.

PINE ST

Built in 1952 by Arthur Hitchen Jr. for his
widowed mother, Ethel, the Hitchen Residence
is a very good example of early ranch house
design and displays many elements typical of
25 395 Machleary Street the style including a long and low profile, rock
trim on the exterior, a low-pitched roof, large
picture windows and deeply overhanging eaves. Ethel Hitchen was born
in Nanaimo in 1896 and was the granddaughter of one of Nanaimo’s
earliest merchants, John Hirst, and the daughter of merchants Frank and
Louisa Hirst Rogers. Ethel was a school teacher for many years and an
active member of St. Andrew’s United Church and the Business and
Professional Women’s Club.

MI

Rowley Residence

AL

Hitchen Residence

FORTH ST

view toward Nanaimo’s downtown core and harbour. Charles S. Wells was
an accountant for the Western Fuel Company. The company, successor to
the Hudson’s Bay and Vancouver Coal Mining and Land companies, was
Nanaimo’s single largest employer from 1903 to the end of the 1930s. During
the Western Fuel Company period, miners experienced tremendous change
including mine mechanization, bitter labour conflicts, including the infamous
1912-1914 strike and, eventually, the decline of the industry and the loss of
their livelihoods.

Aldred House

Manson Residence
The Manson Residence is a very good example
of the stylistic evolution of a building over
time. The original part of the house was a
typical, modest Nanaimo worker’s cottage,
built between 1885 and 1887. The worker’s
1 471 Selby Street
cottage form is still clearly visible at both sides
of the house. Subsequent renovations include the addition of a full front
verandah with front gable and late-Victorian posts and a large rear
addition. Although modern windows and doors have been introduced,
the essential character of the building remains intact. This building is also
significant because of its association with Michael Manson, who came to
Nanaimo from his native Scotland in the 1870s. Initially, he worked as a
brakeman on a coal train, then clerked in and subsequently owned a dry
goods and grocery store. From time to time, Manson left Nanaimo to
trade with First Nation peoples along the coast and he eventually
established a trading post on Cortez Island. In later years, Manson served
as Nanaimo City Clerk, Secretary of the School Board and, from 1909 to
1932, as a member of the British Columbia Legislature.

Brackman-Ker Milling Building
Originally built as the Brackman-Ker feed mill,
this building is one of the few remaining
pre-W.W.I industrial structures in the City.
Built in a utilitarian style, this is a good
example of an early industrial building. The
3 241 Selby Street
form of the structure is unchanged although
upgrades have been made to the building exterior, with the most notable
change being replacement of the building’s original corrugated iron
siding with vinyl siding. Due to its mass, this building forms a prominent
part of the Selby Street streetscape and is a visual reminder of an area
abutting the railway that formed one of Nanaimo’s earliest industrial
zones.

For many years this was the residence of the
Wood family. Sarah Ann Wilcox was widowed
on May 22, 1891, when her husband John, the
co-owner of the Commercial Hotel, died. She
later married William A. Wood, Nanaimo
9 133 Milton Street
Station Master. The charming Late Victorian
cottage appears to date from approximately 1896. This was the era when
stream driven band saws allowed for the extensive use of scroll-cut
carpenter ornamentation, of which this house is a splendid example.

First Nanaimo Scout Hut
Built in 1930, the First Nanaimo Scout Hut is an
excellent example of a vernacular adaptation of
the Rustic architectural style. Inspired by rustic
park lodges, this style, with its emphasis on
simplicity, use of natural materials and
5 445 Comox Road
sympathy with the landscape, was particularly
appropriate for the Boy Scouts whose basic
principles include self-reliance and respect for the integrity of the natural
world. Although the building has been altered over time, its form is
essentially intact and it continues to serve the purpose for which it was built.

Gilbert Residence
Built for Mary Jane Gilbert, a native of
Cornwall, England, in 1893, this late Victorian
cottage survives mostly in its original
configuration (a second floor was removed),
and is one of the best surviving examples of
2 279 Selby Street
this type of house in Nanaimo. Square and
symmetrical in design, with a central front entry, it is covered with a
pyramidal roof that extends over the paired front bays to form a small
porch. The front bays display decorative carved brackets at the eave line.
The front door is original, with arched top panels, and retains its sidelights
and transoms. The residence still sits on its original large property, with
many mature shrubs and landscape features typical of the period,
including variegated hollies. One of the most remarkable features is the
unique wrought iron front gate and gateposts, manufactured by the
Stewart Company of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Wood Residence

Built around 1890, the Aldred House is a good
example of a modest, vernacular, Italianate
influenced residence. Characteristics of this style
include a tall appearance, asymmetrical massing,
rectangular shape, tall, narrow windows, side bay
4 529 Wentworth Street windows and segmented arches above windows
and doors. Aldred House is one of the earliest
known buildings in this neighbourhood. Additionally, it is one of few
surviving Victorian era buildings of this size and style in Nanaimo.

Newbury Residence
Built in 1910, the Newbury Residence is a very
good example of a Craftsman bungalow. Arthur
Newbury first appears in local records in 1909 as
a miner for the Western Fuel Company. In 1921,
he received his 1st Class Certificate of
6 39 Milton Street
Competency, a requirement to become a coal
mine official. From 1921-1926, he managed the
Harewood Mine and from 1927-1935, he was the manager of the No. 1 Mine.

Young/Pargeter Residence

7

Built by local contractor Levi Chester Young in
1911, the Young-Pargeter Residence is an
excellent example of a Craftsman bungalow.
The residence was acquired in 1913 as a rental
property by James T. Pargeter, an auto mechanic
and later, engineer for the Canadian Western
Fuel Company.

45 Milton Street

Wilton/Welch Residence
Built in 1903 for Sarah and Alfred Wilton, and
expanded in 1916, the Wilton/Welch Residence is
a very good example of a vernacular, Edwardian
era building. The simple, L-shaped plan has an
overall restrained appearance that is enriched
by carpenter ornamentation including scroll-cut 8 129 Milton Street
eave brackets and contrasting
tongue-and-groove
in detailing in the front gable and along the eave lines. The residence was
also the home of Albert and Isabella Welch who owned a farm in the
Wellington area, raised animals for the fur trade, and also opened a feed
business in Nanaimo, and later Welch and Welch Confectionery with his son
at the corner of Bastion and Skinner Streets. During the late 1920s, he served
on City Council and was the Police Commissioner for a time. The property is
also significant as the site of Nanaimo’s largest identified Catalpa Tree,
commonly referred to as an Indian Bean Tree after its prominent seed pods.

Crossan Residence
Built in 1912 by Janet and James William
Crossan, the Crossan Residence is a very good
example of a Craftsman Bungalow. Although
updated, the building still features many of
the hallmarks of this style including long and 10 718 Wentworth Street
low proportions and stained glass windows.
More unusual locally is the decorative shingling in the front gable. James
Crossan was Nanaimo’s Chief of Police from 1894 to 1912, Secretary for
the Pilot Board, and an Alderman for the North Ward.

Cunningham Residence
Designed by the local architectural firm of
McArravy and Barely, this house is their only
identified residential building and an excellent
early example of the suburban rancher style.
This architectural style is characterized by its
11 190 Kennedy Street
single storey, “to the ground” character.
Typically, ranchers had low pitched roofs which emphasized the form’s
horizontality, broad central chimneys without ornamentation, corner
windows and large “picture” windows that were the centerpieces of the
main rooms of the house. The suburban ranch style was the favored
design in suburban tract developments from the late 1940s into the 1970s.
For this reason, this house’s downtown, Old City location is unusual.

Jenkins Residence
Built in 1924 for David Jenkins, proprietor of D.
J. Jenkins Ltd, Funeral Directors and
Embalmers, the Jenkins Residence is a superior
example of a late Craftsman bungalow. Its
long and low form is typically Craftsman but 12 674 Wentworth Street
it also features many distinct design elements
including carved verge boards with unusual upswept ends and a
treatment in the gable ends and verandah piers in which random sized
pieces of granite were pressed into wet mortar. These elements, and the
immaculate condition of the building, combine to make the Jenkins
Residence an exceptional example.

Layer-Hall Residence

Steel Residence
Built in 1936, the Steel Residence is a very
good example of the type of modest,
vernacular housing that was popular in
Nanaimo during the Depression. Interesting
features of this Craftsman-inspired house
33 990 Campbell Street
include the jerkin-headed (clipped gable) roof,
inset front porch and the decorative molding. The house was constructed
by the Steel Brothers, prolific local contractors from the 1920s to the
1950s.

Brochure Produced By:

For more information about the buildings featured in this brochure,
request a copy of the City’s Heritage Register. If you have questions
about the City’s Heritage Register or Heritage Conservation
Program, please contact the Culture & Heritage Department.
• location:

Service & Resource Centre, 411 Dunsmuir Street

• mail:

c/o Culture & Heritage, 455 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo, BC V9R 5J6

• phone:

250-755-4483

• online:

www.nanaimo.ca/goto/heritage

• email:

cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca

Craig Street Residence
Built around 1912, the Craig Street Residence
is a very good example of a pre-WWI
Edwardian-style building. Modest in scale, this
house displays many stylistic features typical
of the Edwardian era but also has some
34 112 Craig Street
special decorative touches. Most notable is
the coloured glass in the unusual stepped triple casement window in the
front dormer. The landscape features a mature sumac, a large mature
oak and a Mountain Ash at the front.
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The Nanaimo Public Cemetery was
established in 1877. The modest early grave
markers reflect Nanaimo’s predominantly
working-class population while more
elaborate monuments provide the names of
35 555 Bowen Road
the city’s wealthier citizens. The many
inscriptions about mine accidents, testimony to the over 600 mine-related
deaths that occurred from the 1860’s to the 1950’s, are representative of
Nanaimo’s history.
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A Walk Through Time

Built in 1913 for the Layer family, the residence
later became the home of Dr. G.A.B. Hall, who
lived here during the 1930s and early 1940s
while employed as the physician and surgeon
to the Western Fuel Company miners. The
32 115 Machleary Street
residence is an excellent example of an
Edwardian era building with Foursquare and Craftsman influences. The
Foursquare’s box plan made it economical and practical to build and the
simple design typifies restrained, Edwardian elegance.

Your Guide to Nanaimo’s
Old City Heritage Walk
One of Nanaimo’s oldest residential
neighbourhoods, by the turn of the 20th
Century, the Old City was established as a
middle to upper income residential area
located a comfortable distance from the
busy commercial core and adjacent mixed
residential / industrial and residential /
agricultural neighbourhoods. By the turn of
the 20th century, Nanaimo’s
entrepreneurial and professional classes
were moving to areas west and north of the
original town site. This movement was
largely spurred by the development of the
huge No. 1 Coal Mine in what was once a
predominantly residential area on the
southern waterfront but also reflects a
general trend towards single-use
neighbourhoods that were increasingly
defined by social class and their distance
from industrial activity.

Leynard Residence

Wilson Residence
Built in 1926, the Wilson Residence is an
excellent example of a late Craftsman style
building. The building is finely detailed and
has a notable wrap-around verandah that
13 697 Wentworth Street takes advantage of its corner location. The
residence is also significant for its association
with Charles Wilson. During the 1930s and 1940s, Wilson was a prolific
local contractor and designer. Wilson exemplifies early Nanaimo builders.
Self-taught builders like Wilson, who had no formal architectural training,
design the majority of Nanaimo’s early building stock. Among Wilson’s
credits are this residence, the design and construction of the Hall Block on
Commercial Street, the construction of the Eagle’s Hall on Bastion Street
and the Hudson-Essex garage (now offices) at 30 Front Street.

Ledingham Residence
Built around 1902, this residence is a very good
example of a vernacular, transitional style –
from Late Victorian carpenter ornamentation
to Edwardian symmetry and boxiness. The
building displays some unusual features. The 14 347 Milton Street
symmetrical massing is emphasized by twin
projecting front bays on the ground floor that are joined by a continuous
hip roof to form a covered porch over the central front entry. Decorative
fish-scale shingling is used in the front gable. The residence is significant
as one of the few surviving historic buildings in this immediate area that
recalls its early identity as a prestigious residential neighbourhood. Over
time, other single family residences in the area were replaced with
apartment blocks, multiple family housing and institutional buildings.

McCourt Residence
Tall and imposing, the vertical massing of this
residence is typical of the Late Victorian era.
The projecting front bay has a sloped roof,
with paired brackets at the cornice. The house
survives in fairly intact condition, except for
15 750 Franklyn Street
the enclosure of the corner entry porch, metal
clad roof, and the addition of a concrete block chimney on the east
façade. By 1901 the property had been acquired from Donald McLellan
by Joseph McCourt, a miner who lived on Victoria Road, as a rental
property.

Built for the Leynard family around 1932, the
residence is a very good example of the English
Cottage Style that was very popular in Nanaimo
during the interwar period. Design features
representative of this style include the
17 442 Milton Street
asymmetrical floor plan, steeply pitched gable
and hip roofs and the early use of stucco siding. Art Leynard was a long time
City Engineer and author of “The Coal Mines of Nanaimo”, a popular
publication.

Nanaimo Hospital
(now Malaspina Lodge)
Built between 1925 and 1942, the Nanaimo
Hospital is a very good example of Classical
Period Revival style architecture. Based on the
architecture of Ancient Greece and Rome,
18 388 Machleary Street
Classical Revival was one of the most
widespread styles in North America from the late 1880s to the early 1900s,
especially for churches and public buildings. The buildings’ Greek Cross form
and minimal ornamentation are typical elements of this style. The building’s
overall austere and institutional appearance, appropriate for the serious
nature of providing medical services, symbolizes tradition and authority.
The Hospital building represents the City’s complex history of medical
services and speaks to the on-going challenge of providing adequate
facilities for an ever-expanding population. The first hospital was opened in
1877 in a row of miner’s cabins. In 1881, a large new purpose built hospital
was opened on this site. Continued population growth dictated the
construction of this new building in 1925. Construction was delayed by lack
of finances and it was not officially opened until three years later. The north
wing, although part of the original design, was not completed until 1942
because of funding problems. In 1962, a new hospital was opened at
another site. The Nanaimo Hospital Building has since been adapted for
other uses.

Freethy Residence

19

304 Kennedy Street

Milton Street Residence
Constructed around 1893, this Late Victorian
cottage is one of the oldest buildings on this
street. Its symmetrical massing, central entry
and porch, and flanking bays recall a
vernacular style from the Southern United
16 434 Milton Street
Stated sometimes called “Piano Box
Victorian”. Sympathetically rehabilitated, it adds greatly to the ambience
of Milton Street, which still maintains much of its Victorian and
Edwardian housing stock.

Built in 1911 for John W. and Edith Freethy, the
residence is a very good example of a finely
detailed Craftsman Bungalow. The horizontal
massing, full front verandah, tapered columns
and scroll-cut verge boards are typical features
of this style. John Freethy was a clerk at
Spencer’s Store on nearby Victoria Crescent.

Woodman Residence
Built in 1913, the Woodman Residence is an
exceptional, richly detailed example of
Edwardian era eclectic trends in housing forms.
The symmetrical façade and vertical proportions
are typically Edwardian while the pattern of
20 307 Kennedy Street
sinuous curves in the leaded glass in the upper
windows sash speaks to an Arts and Crafts influence. The overall impression
is of a finely crafted custom built house, relatively rare in a city composed
predominantly of modest working-class housing. The residence is also
significant for its association with a well known and respected teacher, May
Woodman, who lived in the building from 1913-1971.

Wilkinson Residence
Built in 1913, the Wilkinson Residence is
Nanaimo’s premiere example of the eclectic
design trends of the Edwardian era. The
Craftsman influenced river rock foundation,
Classical style porch columns and Edwardian 21 305 Kennedy Street
era vertical proportions of the building are
evidence of this trend. The building is further distinguished by a
two-storey high rounded turret on the front façade, stained glass window
panels and sidelights, and a second floor balcony. The residences’ corner
location, height , and mass make it a highly visible neighbourhood
landmark.

Shaw Residence
Built in 1910-11 by George N. Shaw, manager
of International Correspondence Schools, the
Shaw Residence is a very good example of a
modest Craftsman style bungalow. Long and
low in form, this simple building features a
22 815 Fitzwilliam Street
few decorative elements typical of the
Craftsman style including a stained glass panel in the second floor
window, triangular brackets under the porch and double-hung wooden
sash windows.

Beattie Residence
Built in 1910 for George Beattie, owner of
Beattie and Hopkins Printers, the Beattie
Residence is a sophisticated and unusual
example of an Edwardian-era Craftsman style
bungalow. The building features many of the
23 825 Fitzwilliam Street
hallmarks of this style including its long and
low proportions, double hung wooden-sash windows, front gable roof,
inset verandah, squared chamfered columns, exposed rafter ends and
triangular eave brackets. The residence is significant as an example of the
type of superior housing, both in design and construction, that typifies the
Old City neighbourhood.

Rowbottom Residence
Built in 1913 for Francis (Frank) Rowbottom
who was a baker, the residence is a superior
example of an Edwardian bungalow. This
symmetrical building has many Craftsman
features including triangular eave brackets,
24 320 Machleary Street
exposed rafter ends on the front dormer and
a large, finely detailed wrap-around verandah. The rock wall with stone
gateposts and elaborate wrought iron gate, in addition to the mature
landscaping, add to the estate-like ambience of this property.

View from 19?? standing roughly on the corner of Kennedy
Street & Fitzwilliam Street, facing east. ???? to confirm...
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Built in 1911, the Wells Residence is a good
example of an Edwardian era, Craftsman style
bungalow. The solid and substantial appearance,
front verandah, oversize triangular eave brackets,
and scroll-cut verge boards are typical features of
31 904 Wentworth Street
this style. The glassed in porch on the building’s
east side, with its row of large mullioned windows, takes full advantage of the
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St. Peter’s Cemetery is a rare, tangible link with
Nanaimo’s Roman Catholic heritage and speaks
to the earliest ecclesiastic, social and spiritual
history of Nanaimo. The first recorded burial
took place in 1876, although the church was
30 301 Machleary Street
established in Nanaimo at least 15 years earlier.
The cemetery is the only surviving single denomination graveyard in
Nanaimo. Still in active use, the cemetery is important as a communal,
spiritual space, and as a publicly accessible, outdoor history museum.
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Built in 1929, the Clements Residence is a good
example of an unusual, vernacular
late-Craftsman style building. While the simple
form, steeply pitched roof and shed dormer are
typical Craftsman elements, the extensive use of 29 420 Pine Street
rock is an idiosyncratic and unusual surface
treatment. The residence is located on sloping topography forming the
dividing line between two significant older City neighbourhoods – the Old City
Neighbourhood to the east and the Harewood neighbourhood to the west.

IV

PR

411 Machleary Street

34

Clements Residence

O
R

27

Built in 1916, the Parrot Residence is a very
good example of an Edwardian era bungalow
and displays many elements typical of the
style including a simple, square form,
restrained ornamentation, an open front
verandah with square chamfered columns
and a cross-gabled roof.
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Built around 1912 for John Johnston, a local
blacksmith, the residence is a very good
example of a vernacular, Edwardian era
bungalow. Common elements include an
open front verandah inset under a projecting 26 407 Machleary Street
second storey front gable, supported by
square chamfered columns. Unusual features include the arches located
on the front porch. Johnston’s two daughters, Lillian and Isabelle, were
teachers in the community for many years. The house was lived in
continuously by members of the Johnston family until 2006.

BOWEN PARK
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John Johnston Residence

Built in 1893 for Joseph Rowley, a blacksmith,
this tall late Victorian house displays the
influence of the Italianate style. Scroll-cut
eave brackets decorate the broad cornice
under the roofline. A two storey projecting
28 426 Machleary Street
front semi-octagonal bay features
star-shaped cut outs, and a steeply sloped skirting that extends to form a
roof over the front entry. Slender turned columns frame the front door.
The front door and the balustrade have been replaced, and a deck added
to the rear of the house, otherwise it remains in very good condition.

PINE ST

Built in 1952 by Arthur Hitchen Jr. for his
widowed mother, Ethel, the Hitchen Residence
is a very good example of early ranch house
design and displays many elements typical of
25 395 Machleary Street the style including a long and low profile, rock
trim on the exterior, a low-pitched roof, large
picture windows and deeply overhanging eaves. Ethel Hitchen was born
in Nanaimo in 1896 and was the granddaughter of one of Nanaimo’s
earliest merchants, John Hirst, and the daughter of merchants Frank and
Louisa Hirst Rogers. Ethel was a school teacher for many years and an
active member of St. Andrew’s United Church and the Business and
Professional Women’s Club.

MI

Rowley Residence

AL

Hitchen Residence

FORTH ST

view toward Nanaimo’s downtown core and harbour. Charles S. Wells was
an accountant for the Western Fuel Company. The company, successor to
the Hudson’s Bay and Vancouver Coal Mining and Land companies, was
Nanaimo’s single largest employer from 1903 to the end of the 1930s. During
the Western Fuel Company period, miners experienced tremendous change
including mine mechanization, bitter labour conflicts, including the infamous
1912-1914 strike and, eventually, the decline of the industry and the loss of
their livelihoods.

Aldred House

Manson Residence
The Manson Residence is a very good example
of the stylistic evolution of a building over
time. The original part of the house was a
typical, modest Nanaimo worker’s cottage,
built between 1885 and 1887. The worker’s
1 471 Selby Street
cottage form is still clearly visible at both sides
of the house. Subsequent renovations include the addition of a full front
verandah with front gable and late-Victorian posts and a large rear
addition. Although modern windows and doors have been introduced,
the essential character of the building remains intact. This building is also
significant because of its association with Michael Manson, who came to
Nanaimo from his native Scotland in the 1870s. Initially, he worked as a
brakeman on a coal train, then clerked in and subsequently owned a dry
goods and grocery store. From time to time, Manson left Nanaimo to
trade with First Nation peoples along the coast and he eventually
established a trading post on Cortez Island. In later years, Manson served
as Nanaimo City Clerk, Secretary of the School Board and, from 1909 to
1932, as a member of the British Columbia Legislature.

Brackman-Ker Milling Building
Originally built as the Brackman-Ker feed mill,
this building is one of the few remaining
pre-W.W.I industrial structures in the City.
Built in a utilitarian style, this is a good
example of an early industrial building. The
3 241 Selby Street
form of the structure is unchanged although
upgrades have been made to the building exterior, with the most notable
change being replacement of the building’s original corrugated iron
siding with vinyl siding. Due to its mass, this building forms a prominent
part of the Selby Street streetscape and is a visual reminder of an area
abutting the railway that formed one of Nanaimo’s earliest industrial
zones.

For many years this was the residence of the
Wood family. Sarah Ann Wilcox was widowed
on May 22, 1891, when her husband John, the
co-owner of the Commercial Hotel, died. She
later married William A. Wood, Nanaimo
9 133 Milton Street
Station Master. The charming Late Victorian
cottage appears to date from approximately 1896. This was the era when
stream driven band saws allowed for the extensive use of scroll-cut
carpenter ornamentation, of which this house is a splendid example.

First Nanaimo Scout Hut
Built in 1930, the First Nanaimo Scout Hut is an
excellent example of a vernacular adaptation of
the Rustic architectural style. Inspired by rustic
park lodges, this style, with its emphasis on
simplicity, use of natural materials and
5 445 Comox Road
sympathy with the landscape, was particularly
appropriate for the Boy Scouts whose basic
principles include self-reliance and respect for the integrity of the natural
world. Although the building has been altered over time, its form is
essentially intact and it continues to serve the purpose for which it was built.

Gilbert Residence
Built for Mary Jane Gilbert, a native of
Cornwall, England, in 1893, this late Victorian
cottage survives mostly in its original
configuration (a second floor was removed),
and is one of the best surviving examples of
2 279 Selby Street
this type of house in Nanaimo. Square and
symmetrical in design, with a central front entry, it is covered with a
pyramidal roof that extends over the paired front bays to form a small
porch. The front bays display decorative carved brackets at the eave line.
The front door is original, with arched top panels, and retains its sidelights
and transoms. The residence still sits on its original large property, with
many mature shrubs and landscape features typical of the period,
including variegated hollies. One of the most remarkable features is the
unique wrought iron front gate and gateposts, manufactured by the
Stewart Company of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Wood Residence

Built around 1890, the Aldred House is a good
example of a modest, vernacular, Italianate
influenced residence. Characteristics of this style
include a tall appearance, asymmetrical massing,
rectangular shape, tall, narrow windows, side bay
4 529 Wentworth Street windows and segmented arches above windows
and doors. Aldred House is one of the earliest
known buildings in this neighbourhood. Additionally, it is one of few
surviving Victorian era buildings of this size and style in Nanaimo.

Newbury Residence
Built in 1910, the Newbury Residence is a very
good example of a Craftsman bungalow. Arthur
Newbury first appears in local records in 1909 as
a miner for the Western Fuel Company. In 1921,
he received his 1st Class Certificate of
6 39 Milton Street
Competency, a requirement to become a coal
mine official. From 1921-1926, he managed the
Harewood Mine and from 1927-1935, he was the manager of the No. 1 Mine.

Young/Pargeter Residence

7

Built by local contractor Levi Chester Young in
1911, the Young-Pargeter Residence is an
excellent example of a Craftsman bungalow.
The residence was acquired in 1913 as a rental
property by James T. Pargeter, an auto mechanic
and later, engineer for the Canadian Western
Fuel Company.

45 Milton Street

Wilton/Welch Residence
Built in 1903 for Sarah and Alfred Wilton, and
expanded in 1916, the Wilton/Welch Residence is
a very good example of a vernacular, Edwardian
era building. The simple, L-shaped plan has an
overall restrained appearance that is enriched
by carpenter ornamentation including scroll-cut 8 129 Milton Street
eave brackets and contrasting
tongue-and-groove
in detailing in the front gable and along the eave lines. The residence was
also the home of Albert and Isabella Welch who owned a farm in the
Wellington area, raised animals for the fur trade, and also opened a feed
business in Nanaimo, and later Welch and Welch Confectionery with his son
at the corner of Bastion and Skinner Streets. During the late 1920s, he served
on City Council and was the Police Commissioner for a time. The property is
also significant as the site of Nanaimo’s largest identified Catalpa Tree,
commonly referred to as an Indian Bean Tree after its prominent seed pods.

Crossan Residence
Built in 1912 by Janet and James William
Crossan, the Crossan Residence is a very good
example of a Craftsman Bungalow. Although
updated, the building still features many of
the hallmarks of this style including long and 10 718 Wentworth Street
low proportions and stained glass windows.
More unusual locally is the decorative shingling in the front gable. James
Crossan was Nanaimo’s Chief of Police from 1894 to 1912, Secretary for
the Pilot Board, and an Alderman for the North Ward.

Cunningham Residence
Designed by the local architectural firm of
McArravy and Barely, this house is their only
identified residential building and an excellent
early example of the suburban rancher style.
This architectural style is characterized by its
11 190 Kennedy Street
single storey, “to the ground” character.
Typically, ranchers had low pitched roofs which emphasized the form’s
horizontality, broad central chimneys without ornamentation, corner
windows and large “picture” windows that were the centerpieces of the
main rooms of the house. The suburban ranch style was the favored
design in suburban tract developments from the late 1940s into the 1970s.
For this reason, this house’s downtown, Old City location is unusual.

Jenkins Residence
Built in 1924 for David Jenkins, proprietor of D.
J. Jenkins Ltd, Funeral Directors and
Embalmers, the Jenkins Residence is a superior
example of a late Craftsman bungalow. Its
long and low form is typically Craftsman but 12 674 Wentworth Street
it also features many distinct design elements
including carved verge boards with unusual upswept ends and a
treatment in the gable ends and verandah piers in which random sized
pieces of granite were pressed into wet mortar. These elements, and the
immaculate condition of the building, combine to make the Jenkins
Residence an exceptional example.

Layer-Hall Residence

Steel Residence
Built in 1936, the Steel Residence is a very
good example of the type of modest,
vernacular housing that was popular in
Nanaimo during the Depression. Interesting
features of this Craftsman-inspired house
33 990 Campbell Street
include the jerkin-headed (clipped gable) roof,
inset front porch and the decorative molding. The house was constructed
by the Steel Brothers, prolific local contractors from the 1920s to the
1950s.

Brochure Produced By:

For more information about the buildings featured in this brochure,
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Craig Street Residence
Built around 1912, the Craig Street Residence
is a very good example of a pre-WWI
Edwardian-style building. Modest in scale, this
house displays many stylistic features typical
of the Edwardian era but also has some
34 112 Craig Street
special decorative touches. Most notable is
the coloured glass in the unusual stepped triple casement window in the
front dormer. The landscape features a mature sumac, a large mature
oak and a Mountain Ash at the front.
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The Nanaimo Public Cemetery was
established in 1877. The modest early grave
markers reflect Nanaimo’s predominantly
working-class population while more
elaborate monuments provide the names of
35 555 Bowen Road
the city’s wealthier citizens. The many
inscriptions about mine accidents, testimony to the over 600 mine-related
deaths that occurred from the 1860’s to the 1950’s, are representative of
Nanaimo’s history.
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A Walk Through Time

Built in 1913 for the Layer family, the residence
later became the home of Dr. G.A.B. Hall, who
lived here during the 1930s and early 1940s
while employed as the physician and surgeon
to the Western Fuel Company miners. The
32 115 Machleary Street
residence is an excellent example of an
Edwardian era building with Foursquare and Craftsman influences. The
Foursquare’s box plan made it economical and practical to build and the
simple design typifies restrained, Edwardian elegance.

Your Guide to Nanaimo’s
Old City Heritage Walk
One of Nanaimo’s oldest residential
neighbourhoods, by the turn of the 20th
Century, the Old City was established as a
middle to upper income residential area
located a comfortable distance from the
busy commercial core and adjacent mixed
residential / industrial and residential /
agricultural neighbourhoods. By the turn of
the 20th century, Nanaimo’s
entrepreneurial and professional classes
were moving to areas west and north of the
original town site. This movement was
largely spurred by the development of the
huge No. 1 Coal Mine in what was once a
predominantly residential area on the
southern waterfront but also reflects a
general trend towards single-use
neighbourhoods that were increasingly
defined by social class and their distance
from industrial activity.

Your Guide to Nanaimo’s Newcastle Heritage Walk
By the early 20th century, Newcastle was Nanaimo’s most
prestigious neighbourhood. Here, the city’s commercial and
professional elite built substantial homes in the latest styles. Today,
the neighbourhood is a mix of commercial and apartment
buildings and single-family houses but the surviving early
residences, as shown here, are tangible evidence of the area’s
original character.
The Nanaimo Yacht Club likely existed as early as 1898. By 1903 a charter for the yacht club had been
created and a site for the club was legally secured in 1909, but the history of the present Nanaimo Yacht
Club begins in 1931.

Young men interested in speed developed by the newly introduced outboard motor organized into a
group for racing. Soon, joined by others with inboard motor launches, a club was formed. The 1909 site
was available so with volunteer labour and donated materials, simple docks and a clubhouse were built.
The yacht club soon became a community fixture with many social occasions occurring in the club
building.

Notable Residents
Victor Birch Harrison 1884-1971
Born in Nanaimo in 1884. Harrison became
a lawyer in 1908. He served as stipendiary

As time progressed, larger power boats were acquired and some members entered predicted log races.
This interest had the Nanaimo Yacht Club hosting the finish of predicted log races from various U.S.
ports through the San Jaun and Gulf Islands to Nanaimo. Attendance was
so large the docks had to be extended and a breakwater added to provide
protection from the southeast winds. Again volunteers and the
community met the challenge and the club grew. The races became a
major feature in the Pacific Northwest and the club remains a stopover for
1969, Courtesy of Nanaimo Yacht Club.
powerboat racing to Alaska. Today, the Yacht Club offers the same
successful combination of moorage, races, and social events.

magistrate from 1909 to 1912, then

(Text courtesy of Nanaimo Yacht Club)

the Vancouver Island Settlers Rights Act. Harrison was mayor from

became a partner in the law firm of
Harrison & McIntyre. The young lawyer
became a household word in Nanaimo
during the
trials of the notorious Brother Twelve when
he acted on behalf of Mary Connally, a
wealthy U.S. resident who had loaned
money to the Aquarian Foundation. He also

 Victor Birch Harrison

represented Nanaimo residents seeking legal title to their property under
1925-1926 and from 1938-1944. As a member of the Native Sons, Harrison
was instrumental in the creation of Petroglyph Park and in preserving the

After making the second largest recorded fortune of the
Klondike Gold Rush, William Sloan returned to Nanaimo in
1900, purchased all of Block 5 in Newcastle and built
“Eldovilla”. A Queen Anne style mansion, the house was
demolished in 1930. Today, all that remains of this once
grand mansion are these gateposts.
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Johnston Residence
This house was built in 1912 for Zillah Johnston, the widow of A.R. Johnston, a
pioneer grocer in Nanaimo. A superior example of the Craftsman style, it
displays many sophisticated features including a complex gable roof, a corner
entry and an unusual round projecting bay at the southwest corner.
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Daniel Galbraith Residence
Originally built around 1890 and extensively remodelled in a vernacular English
Cottage style in the 1930s, the Daniel Galbraith Residence is a good example of
the stylistic evolution of a building over time. The residence is the earliest
known surviving residence in the Newcastle neighbourhood. Records indicate
that Daniel Galbraith, the foreman at the Nanaimo (Haslam’s) Sawmill, lived at
this site in the early 1890s.
Isaacson Residence
Built in 1931, this house is a good example of an English Cottage style
bungalow. Typical design features of this style include asymmetrical floor
plans, jerkin-headed roofs, rough stucco siding and rolled eave roof treatments.
The house was built after an earlier house (Eldovilla), centred in the middle of
the block, was demolished. S.V. Isaacson was the Secretary-Treasurer of
Canadian Collieries (Dunsmuir) Ltd.
Galbraith Residence
This Craftsman Bungalow was designed with an open front verandah,
multi-paned windows and half-timbering in the gable ends. It was built in 1923
for James and Mary Aileen Galbraith. James Galbraith was the Manager of the
Bank of Montreal.

6
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461 Vancouver Avenue

523 Vancouver Avenue

164 Mount Benson St.
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Van Houten Residence
Another Craftsman bungalow, this 1924 home was built for A.C. and Mary Van
Houten. A.C. Van Houten was a druggist and the U.S. Consular Agent. Typical
architectural treatments of this era include a generous open front verandah
accented by a projecting gable, supported on twinned columns.
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Schetky Residence
This house was built circa 1898 for G.L. Schekty, an insurance agent and U.S. Consul.
In 1906, it was acquired by David Stephenson, the Chief Provincial Constable and
the man for whom Stephenson Point was named. It was later acquired by Fred
Jepson, a prominent local businessman. The house’s long, low proportions mark a
change in style at the end of the Victorian era when tall, asymmetrical houses with
highly decorated surfaces and complex roof lines went out of fashion. The
ornamentation is limited to scroll-cut eave brackets, banded and corbelled
chimneys and a rear window flashed with coloured glass. The mature Monkey
Puzzle tree on the site is a Heritage Tree.

Bastion. He received the Freedom of the City award in 1958.

Sharp Residence
A Craftsman influenced bungalow, this house was built in 1923 for Hannah Lowe.
In 1925, Frank and Marjorie Sharp became the first known resident owners. Frank
Sharp was the City Engineer. The use of brick is uncommon and there is a unique
checkerboard treatment, rendered in rough-cast brick, in the gable ends.

an avid amateur historian and was active in

755 Terminal Ave. North

Laura Alma Planta 1866-1954
“One of the greatest exponents of the wild
plant life in the province....”
Born in Nanaimo in 1866, Laura Planta was
many local organizations.

collection of botanical drawings housed at
the Nanaimo Museum. Her finely-detailed

Ekins Residence
This house, built in 1927 for Dr. William Edward James Ekins, reflects the period
revival styles popular in the years between the two World Wars. Designed in an
English Arts & Crafts style, it features a steep hip roof, stucco cladding and
multi-paned casement windows. Visual interest is provided by a gable projection
over the front entry, a hip dormer and a larger jerkin-headed dormer facing to the
front.

drawings, many with accompanying field

Bird House
Built in 1914, the Bird House is a good example of a Craftsman style home. The
house features many design elements typical of this style including half timbering
in the gable ends, triangular eave brackets and an open front verandah supported
by flared piers. Although the original wood siding has been covered by stucco and
most of the original windows replaced or modified, the building is otherwise
substantially intact. The Bird House is significant as a residence for a succession of
Bank of Commerce managers until at least the late 1940s.

Victoria Provincial Museum, the Vancouver Art Gallery and the Parliament

Granby Mine Residence
Built around 1918, the Granby Mine Residence is an interesting example of the
stylistic evolution of a building precipitated by its relocation from Granby, a model
mining community south of Nanaimo. Originally a Craftsman Bungalow, some
English Cottage style elements, including the front dormer, jerkin-headed gable
ends and mock-timbering on the front façade, were added when the building was
relocated around 1936, when the English Cottage style was very popular in this
neighbourhood.
The Granby Mine Residence is significant for its association with Alfred J.T. Taylor, a
prominent engineering contractor and entrepreneur. Taylor Engineering had
interests in Granby Mine and designed and built the original buildings. Taylor’s firm
was also responsible for building the Lion’s Gate Bridge in Vancouver, and the British
Properties and Capilano Estates in North Vancouver.
Wardill Residence
Built around 1945, the Wardill Residence is one of the best provincial examples of
the Streamline Moderne style. This historic style shows the influence of the new
discipline of Industrial Design. The horizontal lines and detailing of this building
echo the streamlining bands found on most manufactured objects during the
1930s, including radio cabinets, cars, trains and ocean liners.

notes, provide a rare record of area flora.
Most are of plants that grew along the
banks of the Millstone River. During her
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 Painting by Laura Alma Planta

lifetime, her drawings and pressed flower collection were exhibited at the
Buildings in Ottawa.

William Sloan 1867-1928
Ontarian William Sloan arrived in Nanaimo
around 1890 and set up a dry goods store
with Walter Scott.

Around 1898, Sloan

struck it rich in the Klondyke and returned
to Nanaimo around 1900 with the second
largest recorded fortune.

The newly

wealthy Sloan built “Eldovilla”, an elaborate

 “Eldovilla”. early 1900’s

Queen Anne style mansion in the heart of Newcastle. Sloan served as a
Member of Parliament from 1904 to 1909 and as a Member of the
Provincial Parliament from 1916 until his death in 1928. During this time,
Sloan held the posts of Minister of Mines, Commissioner of Fisheries, Clerk
of the Executive Council, and Provincial Secretary.

Eldovilla was

demolished in 1930. All that remains are sections of the original stone
wall, a few gateposts and the beautiful gates at the corner of Stewart
Avenue and Bryden Street.
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Westwood / Giovando Residence
Built in 1940, this modern house faces a spectacular harbour view. It has been
lived in by Earle Westwood, a Nanaimo mayor and MLA, as well as Dr. Larry
Giovando, a highly regarded community leader and local politician.
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Hoggan's Store
Built in 1914, Hoggan’s Store was considered one of the most modern and best
equipped business blocks in Nanaimo. The store featured a wharf at which
fishermen could dock and load up on supplies. In 1926, Hoggan’s business was
taken over by J.T. Williams and William Herdman and became Nanaimo’s first
Red & White Store. The building is a neighbourhood landmark.
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City of Nanaimo
REPORT TO THE
CULTURE AND HERITAGE COMMISSION
DATE OF MEETING: 2015-MAR-04
AUTHORED BY:

CHRIS BARFOOT, CULTURE & HERITAGE COORDINATOR
CULTURE AND HERITAGE DEPARTMENT

RE:

ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2015

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
That the information be received as presented.
PURPOSE:
To provide an update to the Culture & Heritage Commission.
PROJECT UPDATES:
Instagram:
The Culture and Heritage Department has 104 followers which continue to grow every week.
To celebrate reaching 100 followers, a random subscriber was selected and presented with a
Heritage Nanaimo Print. The Instagram tool is an excellent social media resource specific to
our department’s goals and initiatives creating a bridge between the City’s communication and
the Culture and Heritage Department. Instagram allows its followers to see a little more of the
behind the scene planning. We have also now linked the Instagram postings to our “Focus on
Heritage” newsletter contest.
Poet Laureate:
“Calling All Poets” collaboration project with the Nanaimo Daily News is continuing into 2015.
We still average 2-3 submissions per month with the winners still published into the Nanaimo
Daily News. Poets submit their entries to callingallpoets@nanaimo.ca.
Naomi’s upcoming appearances:
•
•
•
•

March 3rd - Presenting to Grade 12 students on March 3rd.
March 14th - Canadian Immigrant Welcoming
April 9th - Culture and Heritage Awards
April 20th - Mayors Challenge – City Council
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Bastion Cannon Covers:
Historically, the two cannons located next the Bastion are removed and stored indoors to protect
the cannons from the elements. Due to complications and potential safety concerns with
moving the cannons, a solution to cover the cannons
and leave them on site was implemented. The
covers are made out of aluminum and needed to be
covered or painted. Opting to cover them with a
heavy duty vinyl wrap with an anti graffiti coating was
a more cost effective and maintenance friendly
solution and potentially creates an opportunity to
share some historical images and perhaps highlight
some of the museum’s initiatives.
Public Art:
There were a total of seventeen submissions for the 2015 Temporary Public Art program. On
January 19th Council approved the seven recommendations made by the Public Art selection
working group. Project for this year’s program are a beautiful mix of both local and Canadian
wide artists. Projects will be displayed throughout Maffeo Sutton Park and interesting on a
rooftop in the downtown core. Installations will be beginning as early as April 1st and ready for
viewing for Public Art week May 11-15th, 2015.
Successful Artists
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ron Hart and Micheal Futega (Vancouver BC) – Slice of Nanaimo
Jason Gress (Nanaimo BC) – Coming Soon
Joel Good (Nanaimo BC, Snuneymuxw) - Dancing Eagle
Marc Walter (Quebec City, QBC) – Embarking
Michael Truelove (Toronto, ONT) – Tall Crabs
Tonya Hart (Toronto, ONT) – INFRAwolf
Elizabeth Wellburn, Samuel and Deryk Houston (Victoria BC) – Solstice

Strongitharm Gallery Display Project
Due to the number of award
recipient portraits showcased in
the
Margaret
Strongitharm
Gallery, there is not enough wall
space to hang current award
recipient portraits and no room for
future recipient portraits. In order
to ensure that the most current
recipient photos can be displayed,
it was necessary to develop a
strategy to display past award
winners in a more innovative
manner. Prints that need to be
taken down will be transferred to a
digital format and displayed onto an electronic monitor. The monitors have been framed and
will showcase past recipient prints in a slide show.
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City Street Banners Project:
The City of Nanaimo invited amateur and
professional artists and graphic designers
to enter a competition for the design of
street banners to be installed in the
Downtown area and major streets in the
summer of 2015 and 2016. The intent of
this year’s competition was to select a
banner design which creatively reflect
and/or inspire our community, past,
present or future.
The City of Nanaimo selected the
proposal from artist Laura Timmermans
(seen here).
The inspiration for Ms.
Timmerman’s design cam from her
experiences living in Nanaimo.
Her
design focuses on the lifestyle one can
experience while visiting or living in our community. The structure and design is based on the
idea that Nanaimo is an active city and that people of Nanaimo enjoy outdoor activities such as
stand up paddle boarding, hiking, running, sailing, and visiting the ocean, all in an amazing
natural landscape. By incorporating aspects of nature; such as trees, water, and sky, the artist
created an interesting design, taking into consideration both the long- and short-distance view.
EVENTS:
Culture & Heritage Awards:
At the meeting held 2014-DEC-15, Council approved the Culture and Heritage Award
recommendations. Staff is in discussions with the technical team at the Port Theatre to begin
the planning for the awards that will be held on 2015-APR-09. The photo and video shoots
have already started and will be completed by the end of March.
This year’s event will have a similar format as 2014 with some minor changes based on
feedback from those who attended last year’s event and working group members. As an event
partner, the Port Theatre will be playing a much larger role in the planning and technical
aspects. Another new and positive change for the 2015 event is the introduction and
presentation of two Heritage Rehabilitation Awards.
Slide the City:
Nanaimo was approached by “Slide the City” a
purveyor of a 1000 foot slip and slide event that may
be coming to Nanaimo in July, 2015. The “Slide the
City” is a standalone event that will add selected
cities throughout Canada to the planned 150 major
and mid-sized U.S. cities tour.
Staff will be assisting in the permit process and
connecting the “Slide the City” event planning staff
with various organizations and groups that will be

